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Walter Benjamin and the Post-Kantian Tradition engages with Benjamin as a
theorist of a historical and philosophical problematic, and demonstrates how
Benjamin moves from an aspiring idealist philosopher to a politically engaged
Marxist critic without abandoning the theoretical project he develops early on.
Verzameling notities en aforismen van de Duitse filosoof (1892-1940).
Walter Benjamin (1892-1940), longtemps méconnu du public français, parce que
desservi par la transmission de ses textes, ne cesse de nous surprendre par la
force plurielle de sa pensée. Son impact dans le champ intellectuel contemporain
ne cesse de progresser, avec insistance. Souvent lu que de façon fragmentaire,
une introduction qui fasse droit à l'ensemble de son œuvre s'avérait urgente et
nécessaire.
The legendary correspondence between the critic Walter Benjamin and the
historian Gershom Scholem bears indispensable witness to the inner lives of two
remarkable and enigmatic personalities. Benjamin, acknowledged today as one
of the leading literary and social critics of his day, was known during his lifetime
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by only a small circle of his friends and intellectual confreres. Scholem
recognized the genius of his friend and mentor during their student days in Berlin,
and the two began to correspond after Scholem's emigration to Palestine. Their
impassioned exchange draws the reader into the very heart of their complex
relationship during the anguished years from 1932 until Benjamin's death in
1940.
Few twentieth-century thinkers have proven as influential as Walter Benjamin,
the German-Jewish philosopher and cultural and literary critic. Richard Wolin's
book remains among the clearest and most insightful introductions to Benjamin's
writings, offering a philosophically rich exposition of his complex relationship to
Adorno, Brecht, Jewish Messianism, and Western Marxism. Wolin provides
nuanced interpretations of Benjamin's widely studied writings on Baudelaire,
historiography, and art in the age of mechanical reproduction. In a new
Introduction written especially for this edition, Wolin discusses the unfinished
Arcades Project, as well as recent tendencies in the reception of Benjamin's work
and the relevance of his ideas to contemporary debates about modernity and
postmodernity.
The author traces his friendship with the philosopher and critic, Walter Benjamin,
from their youth in Berlin to Benjamin's death in 1940 and includes selections
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from their letters
"In this book Benjamin reveals Baudelaire as a social poet of the very first rank.
More than a series of studies of Baudelaire, these essays show the extent to
which Benjamin identifies with the poet and enable him to explore his own notion
of heroism."--BOOK JACKET.
Views from one of the most original cultural critics of the twentieth century, Walter
Benjamin
Offers letters from a leading German literary critic to the editors, Bertoldt Brecht,
and others and recounts his long exile from the Nazis
Seven decades after his death, German Jewish writer, philosopher, and literary
critic Walter Benjamin (1892–1940) continues to fascinate and influence. Here
Uwe Steiner offers a comprehensive and sophisticated introduction to the oeuvre
of this intriguing theorist. Acknowledged only by a small circle of intellectuals
during his lifetime, Benjamin is now a major figure whose work is essential to an
understanding of modernity. Steiner traces the development of Benjamin’s
thought chronologically through his writings on philosophy, literature, history,
politics, the media, art, photography, cinema, technology, and theology. Walter
Benjamin reveals the essential coherence of its subject’s thinking while also
analyzing the controversial or puzzling facets of Benjamin’s work. That
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coherence, Steiner contends, can best be appreciated by placing Benjamin in his
proper context as a member of the German philosophical tradition and a
participant in contemporary intellectual debates. As Benjamin’s writing attracts
more and more readers in the English-speaking world, Walter Benjamin will be a
valuable guide to this fascinating body of work.
A new reading of Walter Benjamin that places his work in historical context and
explores the theoretical links with German and Jewish philosophy and theology.
The book also provides unique readings of Benjamin and the British artist Rachel
Whiteread and British experimental author B.S. Johnson.
Walter Benjamin (1892-1940), one of the most original and perceptive thinkers of
the twentieth century, offered a unique insight into the profound impact of the
media on modern society. Jaeho Kang’s book offers a lucid introduction to
Benjamin’s theory of the media and its continuing relevance today. The book
provides a systematic and close reading of Benjamin’s critical and provocative
writings on the intersection between media - from print to electronic - and modern
experience, with reference to the information industry, the urban spectacle, and
the aesthetic politics. Bringing Benjamin’s thought into a critical constellation with
contemporary media theorists such as Marshall McLuhan and Jean Baudrillard,
the book helps students understand the implications of Benjamin’s work for
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media studies today and how they can apply his distinctive ideas to
contemporary media culture. Kang’s book leads to a fresh appreciation of
Benjamin’s work and new insight into critical theoretical approaches to media.
The book will be of particular interest to students and researchers not only in
media and communication studies but also in cultural studies, film studies and
social theory, who are seeking a readable overview of Benjamin’s rich yet
complex writings.
The correspondence between Adorno and Walter Benjamin, which appears here
for the first time in its entirety in English translation, must rank among the most
significant to have come down to us from that notable age of barbarism, the 20th
century. Each writer had met his match--happily--in the other. This book is the
story of an elective affinity.
The works of Walter Benjamin (1892-1940) are widely acclaimed as being among
the most original and provocative writings of twentieth-century critical thought,
and have become required reading for scholars and students in a range of
academic disciplines. This book provides a lucid introduction to Benjamin's
oeuvre through a close and sensitive reading not only of his major studies, but
also of some of his less familiar essays and fragments. Gilloch offers an original
interpretation of, and fresh insights into, the continuities between Benjamin's
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always demanding and seemingly disparate texts. Gilloch's book will be of
particular interest to students and scholars in social theory, literary theory,
cultural and media studies and urban studies who are seeking a sophisticated yet
readable overview of Benjamin's work. It will also prove rewarding reading for
those already well-versed in Benjaminian thought.
How to read Walter Benjamin today? This book argues that the proper way is
through an approach which recognizes and respects his own peculiar
theorization of the act of reading and the politics of interpretation that this entails.
The approach must be figural, that is, focused on images, and driven by the
notion of actualization. Figural reading, in the very sui generis Benjaminian way,
understands figures as constellations, whereby an image of the past juxtaposes
them with an image of the present and is thus actualized. To apply this method to
Benjamin's own work means first to identify some figures. The book singles out
the Flâneur, the Detective, the Prostitute and the Ragpicker, and then sets them
alongside a contemporary account of the same figure: the Flâneur in Juan
Goytisolo's Landscapes after the Battle (1982), the Detective in Paul Auster's
New York Trilogy (1987), the Prostitute in Dacia Maraini's Dialogue between a
Prostitute and her Client (1973), and the Ragpicker in Mudrooroo's The
Mudrooroo/Müller Project (1993). The book thereby, on the one hand, analyses
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the politics of reading Benjamin today and, on the other, sets his work against a
variety of contemporary aesthetics and politics of interpretation.
Walter Benjamin is today regarded as one of the leading thinkers of the twentieth
century. Often captured in pensive pose, his image is now that of a serious
intellectual. But Benjamin was also a fan of the comedies of Adolphe Menjou,
Mickey Mouse, and Charlie Chaplin. As an antidote to repressive civilization, he
developed, through these figures, a theory of laughter. Walter Benjamin and the
Aesthetics of Film is the first monograph to thoroughly analyse Benjamin's film
writings, contextualizing them within his oeuvre whilst also paying attention to the
various films, actors, and directors that sparked his interest. The book situates all
these writings within Benjamin's 'anthropological materialism', a concept that
analyses the transformations of the human sensorium through technology.
Through the term 'innervation', Benjamin thought of film spectatorship as an
empowering reception that, through a rush of energy, would form a collective
body within the audience, interpenetrating a liberated technology into the
distracted spectators. Benjamin's writings on Soviet film and German cinema,
Charlie Chaplin, and Mickey Mouse are analysed in relation to this posthuman
constellation that Benjamin had started to dream of in the early twenties, long
before he started to theorize about films.
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This Companion offers a comprehensive introduction to the thought of the highly influential
twentieth-century critic and theorist Walter Benjamin. The volume provides examinations of the
different aspects of Benjamin's work that have had a significant effect on contemporary critical
and historical thought. Topics discussed by experts in the field include Benjamin's relation to
the avant-garde movements of his time, his theories on language and mimesis, modernity, his
significance and relevance to modern cultural studies, and his autobiographical writings.
Additional material includes a guide to further reading and a chronology.
The Age of Translation is the first English translation of Antoine Berman’s commentary on
Walter Benjamin’s seminal essay ‘The Task of the Translator’. Chantal Wright’s translation
includes an introduction which positions the text in relation to current developments in
translation studies, and provides prefatory explanations before each section as a guide to
Walter Benjamin’s ideas. These include influential concepts such as the ‘afterlife’ of literary
works, the ‘kinship’ of languages, and the metaphysical notion of ‘pure language’. The Age
of Translation is a vital read for students and scholars in the fields of translation studies, literary
studies, cultural studies and philosophy.
Walter Benjamin and Romanticism explores the relationship between Walter Benjamin's
literary and philosophical work and the tradition of German Romanticism, as well as H÷lderlin
and Goethe. Through a detailed and scholarly analysis of the major texts, the book explores
the endurance of Benjamin's relationship to Romanticism, the residual presence of Romantic
Goethean and H÷lderlinian motifs in Benjamin's subsequent writings and how Benjamin's
understanding of the relationship between criticism and Romanticism can still play a vital role
in contemporary philosophical and literary practice.Contributors: Andrew Benjamin, Josh
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Cohen, David Ferris, Beatrice Hanssen, Philippe Lacoue-Labarthe, Charlie Louth, Bettine
Menke, Winfried Menninghaus, Anthony Phelan, Sigrid Weigel
Focusing on the arcades of 19th-century Paris--glass-roofed rows of shops that were early
centers of consumerism--Benjamin presents a montage of quotations from, and reflections on,
hundreds of published sources. 46 illustrations.
One of the most significant cultural documents of the Weimar Republic and Nazi era, Walter
Benjamin's unfinished Arcades Project has had a remarkable impact on present-day cultural
theory, urban studies, cultural studies and literary interpretation. Originally designed as a
panoramic study chronicling the rise and decline of the Parisian shopping arcades, Benjamin's
work combines imaginative peregrinations through the changing city-scape of nineteenthcentury Paris with passages that read like a blueprint for a new cultural theory of modernity.
Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project provides the first comprehensive introduction to this
extraordinary work accessible to English-language readers. The diverse range of issues
explored include the nature of collecting, the anatomy of melancholy, the flâneur, the
physiognomy of ruins, the dialectical image, Benjamin's relation to Baudelaire, the practice of
history-writing, and modernity and architecture. Contributors include Susan Buck-Morss,
Stanley Cavell, Jonathan Culler, Brigid Doherty, Barbara Johnson, Esther Leslie, Gerhard
Richter, Andrew Benjamin, Howard Caygill, Beatrice Hanssen, Detlef Mertins, Elissa Marder,
Tyrus Miller, and Irving Wohlfarth
This first comparative study of philosophers and literary theorists Mikhail Bakhtin and Walter
Benjamin examines the relationship between the experience of the modern world and the
forms that we use to make sense of that experience. Analyzing their views on art, habit,
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tradition, and language, this comparative study results in a radical reconsideration of received
views about thinkers as well as in a reconsideration of the modernity that Bakhtin and
Benjamin lived in and that we continue to inhabit now.
This first comparative study of the philosophers and literary critics, Walter Benjamin and
Mikhail Bakhtin, focuses on the two thinkers' conceptions of experience and form, investigating
parallels between Bakhtin's theories of responsibility, dialogue, and the novel, and Benjamin's
theories of translation, montage, allegory, and the aura.
Walter Benjamin, critic, essayist, translator, philosopher - one of the twentieth century's most
influential intellectuals - continues to intrigue today. His work stimulates a profusion of
responses in the form of new novels, operas, films and artworks, as well as a never-abating
production of academic texts. In this biography, author Esther Leslie uses the recently
published entirety of Benjamin's correspondence, drawing on his numerous diaries and
autobiographical works, in order to provide a careful account of his circumstances and
thoughts.

Walter Benjamin was perhaps the twentieth century's most elusive intellectual.
His writings defy categorization, and his improvised existence has proven
irresistible to mythologizers. In a major new biography, Howard Eiland and
Michael Jennings present a comprehensive portrait of the man and his times, as
well as extensive commentary on his work.
This book shows how Benjamin's thoughts regarding the individual's experience
of the material world make significant contact with post-Freudian psychoanalytic
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theory.
Hannah Arendt, Walter Benjamin, and Theodor W. Adorno were intellectual
giants of the first half of the twentieth century. The drama Foreplay explores their
deeply human and psychologically intriguing private lives, focusing on
professional and personal jealousies, the mutual dislike of Theodor Adorno and
Hannah Arendt, the association between Walter Benjamin and Georges Bataille,
and the border between erotica and pornography. Djerassi’s extensive
biographical research brings to light many fascinating details revealed in the
dialogues among the characters, including Adorno’s obsession with his dreams,
Benjamin’s admiration for Franz Kafka, and the intimate correspondence
between Gretel Adorno and Walter Benjamin. The introduction of a fictitious
character, Fräulein X, intensifies the complex interplay among the four lead
protagonists and allows for a comparison of Adorno’s philandering and the
similar behavior of Martin Heidegger, whose affair with Hannah Arendt is well
known. Foreplay brims with intrigue and the friction created when strong
personalities clash.
A bibliography of books and articles by and about Walter Benjamin.
An advanced introduction to Benjamin's work and its actualization for our own
times.
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Siegfried Kracauer, Walter Benjamin, and Theodor W. Adorno—affiliated through
friendship, professional ties, and argument—developed an astute philosophical
critique of modernity in which technological media played a key role. This book
explores in depth their reflections on cinema and photography from the Weimar
period up to the 1960s. Miriam Bratu Hansen brings to life an impressive archive
of known and, in the case of Kracauer, less known materials and reveals
surprising perspectives on canonic texts, including Benjamin’s artwork essay.
Her lucid analysis extrapolates from these writings the contours of a theory of
cinema and experience that speaks to questions being posed anew as moving
image culture evolves in response to digital technology.
Walter BenjaminAn Introduction to His Work and ThoughtUniversity of Chicago
Press
"Hanssen’s exacting, expansive study of the ways Benjamin reconceives history
and nature in one another’s presence, or distance, is part of the increasing
recognition of what it must take intellectually and imaginatively to come to terms
with this thinker’s soaring innovations."—Stanley Cavell, Harvard University "In
this profoundly learned book Hanssen interprets Benjamin's The Origin of
German Tragic Drama as the key to understanding his entire corpus. . . . Many
books about Benjamin are impenetrable. This one is not." —S. Gittleman, Choice
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"Beatrice Hanssen has provided an arresting new reading of Benjamin, based on
a wide range of materials and a subtle understanding of theoretical issues, both
in his time and our own. Her interpretation is informed by contemporary
deconstructionist approaches to the fundamental questions raised by Benjamin’s
texts, which she demonstrates anticipate many of the concerns of Derrida,
Levinas and other recent thinkers."—Martin Jay, University of California, Berkeley
"Beatrice Hanssen elaborates Benjamin's extremely novel and complex notion of
'history' with unparalleled thoroughness, cogency, and clarity."—Samuel Weber,
University of California, Los Angeles
The art historian Aby M. Warburg and the philosopher Walter Benjamin are widely respected
as two of the most significant cultural theorists of the twentieth century. Their common interests
in historiography, the function of collective memory, and the relation of modern society to
earlier stages of human social existence, were important examples of the attempt to articulate,
analyse and represent the experience of modernity. Drawing on a variety of discourses from
aesthetics, art history, anthropology and psychology, they presented an account of modernity
and human development that represented an important counter to the optimistic belief in
progress prevalent amongst their contemporaries. Rarely, however, have the connections
between these two thinkers been explored in depth. This volume consists of an exploration of
the intellectual relation between them, considering their varying responses to the question of
the meaning of modernity, and above all their common legacy for the present.
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Walter Benjamin is often considered the key modern philosopher and critic of modern art.
Tracing his influence on modern aesthetics and cultural history, Introducing Walter Benjamin
highlights his commitment to political transformation of the arts as a means to bring about
social change. Benjamin witnessed first-hand many of the cataclysmic events of modern
European history. He took a critical stance on the dominant ideologies of Marxism, Zionism
and Technocracy, and his attempt to flee Nazi Europe ultimately led to his suicide in 1940.
With its brilliant combination of words and images, this is an ideal introduction to one of the
most elusive philosophers.
For students of modern criticism and theory, Walter Benjamin's writings have become essential
reading. His analyses of photography, film, language, history, allegory, material culture, the
poet Charles Baudelaire, and his vast examination of the social, political and historical
significance of the Arcades of nineteenth-century Paris have left an enduring and important
critical legacy. This volume examines in detail a substantial selection of his important critical
writings on these topics from 1916 to 1940 and outlines his life in pre-war Germany, his
association with the Frankfurt School, and the dissemination of his ideas and methodologies
into a variety of academic disciplines since his death. David Ferris traces the development of
Benjamin's key critical concepts and provides students with an accessible overview of the life,
work and thought of one of the twentieth-century's most important literary and cultural critics.
Walter Benjamin (1896-1940) has been called by Hannah Arendt the "greatest critic of the
century." While an increasing number of Anglo-American literary critics draw upon Benjamin's
writings in their own works, their colleagues in the philosophical community remain relatively
unacquainted with his legacy. In the European intellectual world, by contrast, Benjamin's
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critical epistemological program, his philosophies of history and language, and his aesthetics
have long since become part of philosophical discourse. The present collection of articles,
many of which were contained in earlier versions in the Winter 1983 special issue of the journal
The Philosophical Forum, initiates the project of establishing Benjamin's importance to
philosophy. A balance of original work by Benjamin and important commentary on his works,
this volume includes the crucial chapter from Benjamin's magnum opus The Arcades Project,
his "Program of the Coming Philosophy," and "Central Park," as well as essays by leading
scholars (including Theodor W. Adorno, Leo Lowenthal, and Rolf Tiedemann) that treat single
philosophical themes and relate his ideas to those of other thinkers such as Gadamer,
Goodmann, and Rosenzweig. Gary Smith's introduction to the volume provides an extremely
useful and sophisticated entrée for readers unaccustomed to the breadth of Benjamin's
philosophical allusions, as well as an informative summation of the contents of the volume.
This book will be of interest to philosophers, literary theorists, art historians, anthropologists,
and other social scientists.
In this book, Alison Ross engages in a detailed study of Walter Benjamin’s concept of the
image, exploring the significant shifts in Benjamin’s approach to the topic over the course of
his career. Using Kant’s treatment of the topic of sensuous form in his aesthetics as a
comparative reference, Ross argues that Benjamin’s thinking on the image undergoes a major
shift between his 1924 essay on ‘Goethe’s Elective Affinities,’ and his work on The Arcades
Project from 1927 up until his death in 1940. The two periods of Benjamin’s writing share a
conception of the image as a potent sensuous force able to provide a frame of existential
meaning. In the earlier period this function attracts Benjamin’s critical attention, whereas in the
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later he mobilises it for revolutionary outcomes. The book gives a critical treatment of the
shifting assumptions in Benjamin’s writing about the image that warrant this altered view. It
draws on hermeneutic studies of meaning, scholarship in the history of religions and key texts
from the modern history of aesthetics to track the reversals and contradictions in the meaning
functions that Benjamin attaches to the image in the different periods of his thinking. Above all,
it shows the relevance of a critical consideration of Benjamin’s writing on the image for
scholarship in visual culture, critical theory, aesthetics and philosophy more broadly.
Essays and reflections from one of the twentieth century’s most original cultural critics, with an
introduction by Hannah Arendt. Walter Benjamin was an icon of criticism, renowned for his
insight on art, literature, and philosophy. This volume includes his views on Kafka, with whom
he felt a close personal affinity; his studies on Baudelaire and Proust; and his essays on
Leskov and Brecht’s epic theater. Illuminations also includes his penetrating study “The Work
of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” an enlightening discussion of translation as a
literary mode; and his theses on the philosophy of history. Hannah Arendt selected the essays
for this volume and introduces them with a classic essay about Benjamin’s life in a dark
historical era. Leon Wieseltier’s preface explores Benjamin’s continued relevance for our
times. Walter Benjamin (1892–1940) was a German-Jewish Marxist literary critic, essayist,
translator, and philosopher. He was at times associated with the Frankfurt School of critical
theory and was also greatly inspired by the Marxism of Bertolt Brecht and Jewish mysticism as
presented by Gershom Scholem.?
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