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The Godwins The Rise And Fall Of A Noble Dynasty The Medieval World
This volume comprises selected papers of SEM VI to VIII (Studientage Englisches Mittelalter), held at Jena, Bochum, and Zurich
between 2004 and 2007. It presents a representative cross-section of topics in the field of English medieval studies in Germany
and Switzerland. The spectrum ranges from philological textual criticism, cultural studies centring around the history of ideas,
questions of historical writing, alliteration, and the depiction of the monstrous in early modern literature, to philological and
linguistic approaches focussing on morphology and grammar.
Women of Power in Anglo-Saxon England focuses on the lives of remarkable women: women who ruled and schemed, were
peace-weavers and warriors. It explores – and restores – their reputations. Many Anglo-Saxon kings are familiar. Æthelred the
Unready is one, yet less is written of his wife, who was consort of two kings and championed one of her sons over the others, or
his mother who was an anointed queen and powerful regent, but was also accused of witchcraft and regicide. A royal abbess
educated five bishops and was instrumental in deciding the date of Easter; another took on the might of Canterbury and Rome and
was accused by the monks of fratricide. Anglo-Saxon women were prized for their bloodlines - one had such rich blood that it
sparked a war - and one was appointed regent of a foreign country. Royal mothers wielded power; Eadgifu, wife of Edward the
Elder, maintained a position of authority during the reigns of both her sons. Æthelflaed, Lady of the Mercians, was a queen in all
but name, while few have heard of Queen Seaxburh, who ruled Wessex, or Queen Cynethryth, who issued her own coinage. She,
too, was accused of murder, but was also, like many of the royal women, literate and highly-educated. From seventh-century
Northumbria to eleventh-century Wessex and making extensive use of primary sources, Women of Power in Anglo-Saxon England
examines the lives of individual women in a way that has often been done for the Anglo-Saxon men but not for their wives, sisters,
mothers and daughters. It tells their stories: those who ruled and schemed, the peace-weavers and the warrior women, the saints
and the sinners. It explores, and restores, their reputations.
The Archaeology of the 11th Century addresses many key questions surrounding this formative period of English history and
considers conditions before 1066 and how these changed. The impact of the Conquest of England by the Normans is the central
focus of the book, which not only assesses the destruction and upheaval caused by the invading forces, but also examines how
the Normans contributed to local culture, religion, and society. The volume explores a range of topics including food culture,
funerary practices, the development of castles and their impact, and how both urban and rural life evolved during the 11th century.
Through its nuanced approach to the complex relationships and regional identities which characterised the period, this collection
stimulates renewed debate and challenges some of the long-standing myths surrounding the Conquest. Presenting new
discoveries and fresh ideas in a readable style with numerous illustrations, this interdisciplinary book is an invaluable resource for
those interested in the archaeology, history, geography, art, and literature of the 11th century.
This collection showcases work on William Godwin (1756-1836) foregrounding new critical approaches and uncovering new texts.
Godwin is a familiar presence in scholarship on the Shelley-Godwin circle and on Dissenting intellectual circles, but the present
collection considers him closely as an author and thinker on his own terms. The range of texts and topics covered by this collection
will be of interest both to scholars familiar with Godwin and those approaching his work for the first time.
The great corpus that is medieval literature contains, at its very center, the tale. These verse and prose fictional narratives, as well
as stories that are grounded in some degree of historical truth, are the foundation of what readers, scholars, and enthusiasts often
point to as signifiers of the medieval age. These tales - from the skillfully crafted to the more rudimentary and plain - often make
familiar to modern readers what seems so distant and foreign about the Middle Ages. This volume of essays focuses on the tale
and its ability to create "mirth," what modern audiences would often define as "happiness" or "joy," and the significance that the
book has had on the transference of this mirth to audiences. This volume also celebrates the scholarship of Thomas H. Ohlgren, a
medievalist whose work encompasses a number of different areas, but at its center lives the power of the tale and its ability to
create a lasting impression on readers, both medieval and modern.
The Norman Conquest was one of the most significant events in European history. Over forty years from 1066, England was
traumatised and transformed. The Anglo-Saxon ruling class was eliminated, foreign elites took control of Church and State, and
England's entire political, social and cultural orientation was changed. Out of the upheaval which followed the Battle of Hastings, a
new kind of Englishness emerged and the priorities of England's new rulers set the kingdom on the political course it was to follow
for the rest of the Middle Ages. However, the Norman Conquest was more than a purely English phenomenon, for Wales, Scotland
and Normandy were all deeply affected by it too. This book's broad sweep successfully encompasses these wider British and
French perspectives to offer a fresh, clear and concise introduction to the events which propelled the two nations into the Middle
Ages and dramatically altered the course of history.
Essays investigating the question of time, and how it was perceived, both in philosophical/religious terms, and in reality.
Winchester’s identity as a royal centre became well established between the ninth and twelfth centuries, closely tied to the
significance of the religious communities who lived within and without the city walls. The reach of power of Winchester was felt
throughout England and into the Continent through the relationships of the bishops, the power fluctuations of the Norman period,
the pursuit of arts and history writing, the reach of the city’s saints, and more. The essays contained in this volume present early
medieval Winchester not as a city alone, but a city emmeshed in wider political, social, and cultural movements and, in many
cases, providing examples of authority and power that are representative of early medieval England as a whole.
The family of Earl Godwin of Wessex stands among the most famous in English history, whose most famous son was King Harold. Frank
Barlow charts the family through to Harold – the last Anglo-Saxon king – and finally the crowning of William the Conqueror during the Norman
Conquest. Set against the backdrop of Viking raids and ultimately the Norman Conquest of 1066, Frank Barlow unravels the gripping history
of a feuding family that nevertheless determined the course and fortunes of all the English.
Living through Conquest is the first ever investigation of the political clout of English from the reign of Cnut to the earliest decades of the
thirteenth century. It focuses on why and how the English language was used by kings and their courts and by leading churchmen and
monastic institutions at key moments from 1020 to 1220.
Anglo-Saxon England was the first publication to consistently embrace all the main aspects of study of Anglo-Saxon history and culture linguistic, literary, textual, palaeographic, religious, intellectual, historical, archaeological and artistic - and which promotes the more unusual
interests - in music or medicine or education, for example. Articles in volume 38 include: The Passio Andreae and The Dream of the Rood by
Thomas D. Hill, Beowulf off the Map by Alfred Hiatt, Numerical Composition and Beowulf: A Re-consideration by Yvette Kisor, 'The Landed
Endowment of the Anglo-Saxon Minster at Hanbury (Worcs.) by Steven Bassett, Scapegoating the Secular Clergy: The Hermeneutic Style as
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a Form of Monastic Self-Definition by Rebecca Stephenson, Understanding Numbers in MS London, British Library Harley by Daniel
Anlezark, Tudor Antiquaries and the Vita 'dwardi Regis by Henry Summerso and Earl Godwine's Ship by Simon Keynes and Rosalind Love.
A comprehensive bibliography concludes the volume, listing publications on Anglo-Saxon England during 2008.
Essays bring out the important and complex roles played by Anglo-Saxon churchmen, including Bede and lesser-known figures.
Using the most recently discovered archaeological and textual evidence, Christopher Loveluck explores the transformation of Northwest
Europe, from AD 600 to 1150.
The most powerful dynasty behind the throne of Anglo-Saxon England, shedding new light on events such as the Battle of Hastings.
Brilliantly and entertainingly written, this new and original analysis is the fruit of 30 years of scholarship and therefore has something of the
nature of a testament. Mr. John uses anthropological insight to understand the Anglo-Saxon nature.
Exam Board: OCR Level: A-level Subject: History First Teaching: September 2015 First Exam: June 2016 This is an OCR endorsed resource
Build strong subject knowledge and skills in A Level History using the in-depth analysis and structured support in this tailor-made series for
OCR's British period studies and enquiries. - Develops the analytical skills required to succeed in the period study by organising the narrative
content around the key issues for students to explore - Enhances understanding of the chosen historical period, supplying a wealth of
extracts and sources that offer opportunities to practise the evaluative skills needed for the enquiry - Progressively improves study skills
through developmental activities and advice on answering practice exam questions - Helps students to review, revise and reflect on the
course material through chapter summaries and revision activities that consolidate topic knowledge - Equips students with transferable critical
thinking skills, presenting contrasting academic opinions that encourage A Level historians to make informed judgements on major debates
Each title in the OCR A Level History series contains one or two British period studies and its associated enquiry, providing complete support
for every option in Unit Group 1. Early Medieval England 871-1107 This title explores the reigns of Anglo-Saxon and Norman Kings from
Alfred the Great to William II through two British period studies and two enquiries. It allows an in-depth understanding of the key historical
knowledge, terms and concepts relevant to the period studied and encourages the critical use of evidence in investigating and assessing
historical questions in the associated enquiries: 'Alfred the Great' and 'Norman England 1087-1107'. This title covers the following period
studies and enquiries: - Alfred the Great - The Making of England 849-1016 - Anglo Saxon England and the Norman Conquest 1035-1087 Norman England 1087-1107
'Here lies our leader all cut down, the valiant man in the dust.' The elegiac words of the Battle of Maldon, an epic poem written to celebrate
the bravery of an English army defeated by Viking raiders in 991, emerge from a diverse literature - including Beowulf and Bede's
Ecclesiastical History - produced by the people known as the Anglo-Saxons: Germanic tribes who migrated to Britain from Lower Saxony and
Denmark in the early fifth century CE. The era once known as the 'Dark Ages' was marked by stunning cultural advances, and Henrietta
Leyser here offers a fresh analysis of exciting recent discoveries made in the archaeology and art of the Anglo-Saxon world. Arguing that the
desperate struggle (led by Alfred the Great) against the Vikings helped define a distinctively English sensibility, the author explores relations
with the indigenous British, the Anglo-Saxon conversion to Christianity, the ascendancy of Mercia and the rise of Wessex. This vivid history
evokes both the emergent kingdoms of Alfred and Offa and the golden treasures of Sutton Hoo. It will appeal to students of early medieval
history and to all those who wish to understand how England was born.
When Harold, King England, fell to William the Conqueror's army at Hastings in 1066 it changed the course of British history forever. This is
the life of Harold, Anglo-Saxon England's last king.
The Historical Dictionary of the British Monarchy provides a chronology starting with the year 495 and continuing to the present day, an
introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and over 600 cross-referenced dictionary entries on significant persons, places, events,
institutions, and other aspects of British culture, society, economy, and politics. This book is a must for anyone interested in the British
monarchy.
The Battle of Hastings, fought on 14 October 1066, changed the course of English history. This most famous moment of the Norman
Conquest was recorded in graphic detail in the threads of the Bayeux Tapestry, providing a priceless glimpse into a brutal conflict. In this
fresh look at the battle and its surrounding campaigns, leading medieval military historians Michael Livingston and Kelly DeVries combine the
imagery of the tapestry with the latest modern investigative research to reveal the story of Hastings as it has never been told and guide
visitors around the battlefield today. This absorbing new account of the battle will be fascinating reading for anyone keen to find out what
really happened in 1066: the journeys by which Harold Godwinson and William of Normandy came to the battlefield, and the latest
reconstructions of the course of the fighting on that momentous day. It is also a practical, easy-to-use guide for visitors to the sites associated
with the conquest as well as the Hastings battlefield itself.
Why did the Vikings sail to England? Were they indiscriminate raiders, motivated solely by bloodlust and plunder? One narrative, the
stereotypical one, might have it so. But locked away in the buried history of the British Isles are other, far richer and more nuanced, stories;
and these hidden tales paint a picture very different from the ferocious pillagers of popular repute. Eleanor Parker here unlocks secrets that
point to more complex motivations within the marauding army that in the late ninth century voyaged to the shores of eastern England in its
sleek, dragon-prowed longships. Exploring legends from forgotten medieval texts, and across the varied Anglo-Saxon regions, she depicts
Vikings who came not just to raid but also to settle personal feuds, intervene in English politics and find a place to call home. Native tales
reveal the links to famous Vikings like Ragnar Lothbrok and his sons; Cnut; and Havelok the Dane. Each myth shows how the legacy of the
newcomers can still be traced in landscape, place-names and local history. This book uncovers the remarkable degree to which England is
Viking to its core.
Between the imperial coronation of Edgar in 973 and the death of Henry II in 1189, English society was transformed. This lively and wideranging study explores social and political change in England across this period, and examines the reasons for such developments, as well
as the many continuities. By putting the events of 1066 firmly in the middle of her account, Judith Green casts new light on the significance of
the Norman Conquest. She analyses the changing ways that kings, lords and churchmen exercised power, especially through the building of
massive stone cathedrals and numerous castles, and highlights the importance of London as the capital city. The book also explores themes
such as changes in warfare, the decline of slavery and the integration of the North and South West, as well as concepts such as state,
nationalism and patriarchy.
One of the central images conjured up by the gothic novel is that of a shadowy spectre slowly rising from a mysterious abyss. In The Rise of
the Gothic Novel, Maggie Kilgour argues that the ghost of the gothic is now resurrected in the critical methodologies which investigate it for
the revelation of buried cultural secrets. In this cogent analysis of the rise and fall of the gothic as a popular form, Kilgour juxtaposes the
writings of William Godwin with Mary Wollstonecraft, and Ann Radcliffe with Matthew Lewis. She concludes with a close reading of the
quintessential gothic novel, Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. An impressive and highly original study, The Rise of the Gothic Novel is an
invaluable contribution to the continuing literary debates which surround this influential genre.
Essays on aspects of medieval military history, encompassing the most recent critical approaches.

This collection of essays explores the literary legacy of medieval England by examining the writers, editors and exemplars of
medieval English texts. In order to better understand the human agency, creativity and forms of sanctity of medieval England,
these essays investigate both the production of medieval texts and the people whose hands and minds created, altered and/or
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published them. The chapters consider the writings of major authors such as Chaucer, Gower and Wyclif in relation to texts,
authors and ideals less well-known today, and in light of the translation and interpretive reproduction of the Bible in Middle English.
The essays make some texts available for the first time in print, and examine the roles of historical scholars in the construction of
medieval English literature and textual cultures. By doing so, this collection investigates what it means to recover, study and
represent some of the key medieval English texts that continue to influence us today.
Odo of Conteville, the younger half-brother of William the Conqueror, was ordained Bishop of Bayeux while still in his teens. A
larger than life character, he is best known for commissioning the Bayeaux Tapestry, in which he makes a dashing appearance at
the height of the Battle of Hastings. He also played a pivotal role in the planning and implementation of the Conquest of England,
after which, as Earl of Kent, he was second only to William in wealth and power. The popular impression of Odo is of a not so
loveable rogue, who typified the worst excesses of the Norman conquerors. He was the first Chief Justice of England and on
occasion also acted as regent when the king was in Normandy. After defrauding both Crown and Church, however, Odo was
disgraced and his plans to raise an unauthorised army for a campaign in Italy, possibly in order to gain the papacy, saw him
imprisoned for five years. He was released by the dying William in 1087, but soon rebelled against the new king, his nephew
William Rufus. Yet Odo was far from being a loutish philistine. The bishop recognised the value of education and the arts and
amongst his less well-known activities was his generous patronage of both. Trevor Rowley’s book is the first full-length biography
of Odo, which seeks to redress this balance and to make Bishop Odo’s extraordinary life-story known. TREVOR ROWLEY was
Deputy Director of Continuing Education at the University of Oxford for fifteen years. He is an Emeritus Fellow of Kellogg College,
Oxford and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. He has written numerous books, including The Normans and The Welsh
Borderland (THP). He lives in Oxfordshire.
Nora, a cellist, returns home to the Sussex coast with memories she must banish in order to survive: a charismatic teacher; a
mistake she cannot unmake. Her mother Ada is waiting: a fragile, bitter woman who distils for herself a glamorous past as she
smokes French cigarettes in her unkempt garden. A documentary maker has arrived in the village to shoot a film about King Cnut
and his illegitimate daughter, whose body lies beneath the flagstones of Bosham church. As he digs up tales of ancient battles,
Ada and Nora find themselves face to face with their own carefully buried secrets.
"Foregrounding some of the most canonical and widely studied Gothic and Romantic texts, offering readings that are at once
vibrant and new while still somehow familiar in the best possible way, Edelman makes it clear just how fundamental a concern with
generation is to any understanding of the period. This work is deeply learned and wonderfully accessible--and profoundly urgent."
--James Robert Allard, Brock University, Canada, and author of Romanticism, Medicine, and the Poet's Body (2007) "Edelman
argues that contemporary theories of embryology (not yet an empirical science) debate often contradictory concerns about origins,
identity, hybridity, and the potential for an infinite number of forms. Gothic narratives express similar anxieties, adapting to popular
and high art, changing historical circumstances, and media unimaginable at their birth. Reading the evolution of Gothic in the
context of inherently contradictory theories of embryology illuminates the literature's own contradictions. (Is it conservative or
revolutionary? Feminist or misogynist?) Edelman's learned and cogent exposition of this unexpected biological context will engage
not only students of the Gothic tradition, but also the growing audience discovering the material and scientific roots of
Romanticism." --Anne Williams, Professor of English Emeritus, University of Georgia, USA, and author of Art of Darkness: A
Poetics of Gothic (1995) This book argues that embryology and the reproductive sciences played a key role in the rise of the
Gothic novel in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Diana Pérez Edelman dissects Horace Walpole's use of embryological
concepts in the development of his Gothic imagination and provides an overview of the conflict between preformation and
epigenesis in the scientific community. The book then explores the ways in which Gothic literature can be read as epigenetic in its
focus on internally sourced modes of identity, monstrosity, and endless narration. The chapters analyze Horace Walpole's The
Castle of Otranto; Ann Radcliffe's A Sicilian Romance, The Italian, and The Mysteries of Udolpho; Mary Shelley's Frankenstein;
Charles Robert Maturin's Melmoth the Wanderer; and James Hogg's Confessions of a Justified Sinner, arguing that these
touchstones of the Gothic register why the Gothic emerged at that time and why it continues today: the mysteries of reproduction
remain unsolved. Diana Pérez Edelman is Associate Professor of English at the University of North Georgia, Gainesville, USA.
1066 is the most famous date in English history. On 14 October, on Senlac Hill near Hastings, a battle was fought that would
change the face of England forever. Over the next twenty years, Norman culture was imposed on England, and English politics
and society were radically reshaped. But how much is really known about William 'the Conqueror', the Norman duke who led his
men to victory on that autumn Saturday in what was to be the last successful invasion of England? Mark Hagger here takes a
fresh look at William - his life and leadership. As king, he spent much of his reign threatened by rebellion and invasion. In
response, he ordered castles and strongholds to be built across the land - a symbol of the force with which he defended his realm
and which, along with Domesday Book, England's first public record, attest to a powerful legacy. This book provides a rounded
portrait of one of England's greatest rulers.
In the Middle Ages, England had to contend with a string of usurpers who disrupted the British monarchy and ultimately changed
the course of European history by deposing England’s reigning kings and seizing power for themselves. Some of the most
infamous usurper kings to come out of medieval England include William the Conqueror, Stephen of Blois, Henry Bolingbroke,
Edward IV, Richard III, and Henry Tudor. Did these kings really deserve the title of usurper or were they unfairly vilified by royal
propaganda and biased chroniclers? In this book we examine the lives of these six medieval kings, the circumstances which
brought each of them to power, and whether or not they deserve the title of usurper. Along the way readers will hear stories of
some of the most fascinating people from medieval Europe, including Empress Matilda, the woman who nearly succeeded at
becoming the first ruling Queen of England; Eleanor of Aquitaine, the queen of both France and England who stirred her own sons
to rebel against their father, Henry II; the cruel and vengeful reign of Richard II which caused his own family to overthrow him; the
epic struggle for power between Henry VI, Margaret of Anjou, Richard of York, and Edward IV during the Wars of the Roses; the
notorious Richard III and his monstrous reputation as a child-killer; and Henry VII who rose from relative obscurity to establish the
most famous royal family of all time: the Tudors.
A collection in eight volumes of the novels and memoirs of William Godwin, one of the foremost philosophers and radical thinkers
of his age. There is a general introduction covering Godwin's life and literary works and each volume is prefaced by a scholarly
introduction.
Bruges was undoubtedly one of the most important cities in medieval Europe. Bringing together specialists from both archaeology
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and history, this 'total' history presents an integrated view of the city's history from its very beginnings, tracing its astonishing
expansion through to its subsequent decline in the sixteenth century. The authors' analysis of its commercial growth, industrial
production, socio-political changes, and cultural creativity is grounded in an understanding of the city's structure, its landscape and
its built environment. More than just a biography of a city, this book places Bruges within a wider network of urban and rural
development and its history in a comparative framework, thereby offering new insights into the nature of a metropolis.
Most historical accounts examine the Viking Age in one part rather than the whole region of the British Isles and Ireland. Very few
pay attention to the continued contact between England and Scandinavia in the post-Norman Conquest period. This book aims to
offer an alternative approach by presenting a history of the Viking Age which considers the whole area up to and beyond the
Norman Conquest of 1066. The Vikings have been traditionally portrayed as brutal barbarians who sailed to Britain and Ireland to
loot, rape and pillage. The evidence presented here suggests a considerably less dramatic but no less fascinating picture which
reveals the Vikings' remarkable achievements and their influence in shaping the political history of these islands. Katherine
Holman discusses their skills as farmers, their linguistic and artistic contribution, their rituals and customs and the conflict between
paganism and Christianity, showing that the Viking cultural impact was complex and often rich. Based on extensive and original
research, The Northern Conquest presents the available evidence and guides the reader through the process of interpreting it.
This is not restricted to historical documents alone, but also includes archaeology, runes, inscriptions, artefacts and linguistic
evidence to provide different and complementary types of information. In addition, the book considers the contemporary question
of the Vikings' genetic legacy. Interest in the Viking Age is thriving and expanding, both in Britain and in North America. Highly
readable and casting new light on the period, this book will appeal to a wide audience.
In the first full-length study of Judith of Flanders (c. 1032-1094), Mary Dockray-Miller provides a narrative of Judith’s life through
analysis of the books and art objects she commissioned and collected. Organizing her book chronologically by Judith’s marriages
and commissions, Dockray-Miller argues that Judith consciously and successfully deployed patronage to support her political and
marital maneuverings in the eleventh-century European political theater. During her marriage to Tostig Godwinson, Earl of
Northumbria, she commissioned at least four Gospel books for herself in addition to the numerous art objects that she gave to
English churches as part of her devotional practices. The multiple treasures Judith donated to Weingarten Abbey while she was
married to Welf of Bavaria culminated in the posthumous gift of the relic of the Holy Blood, still celebrated as the Abbey’s most
important holding. Lavishly illustrated with never before published full-color reproductions from Monte Cassino MS 437 and Fulda
Landesbibliothek MS Aa.21, The Books and the Life of Judith of Flanders features English translations of relevant excerpts from
the Vita Oswinii and De Translatione Sanguinis Christi. Dockray-Miller’s book is a fascinating account of this intriguing woman
who successfully negotiated the pitfalls of being on the losing side of both the Norman Conquest and the Investiture Controversy.
Exploring the successful Norman invasion of England in 1066, this concise and readable book focuses especially on the often
dramatic and enduring changes wrought by William the Conqueror and his followers. From the perspective of a modern social
historian, Hugh M. Thomas considers the conquest's wide-ranging impact by taking a fresh look at such traditional themes as the
influence of battles and great men on history and assessing how far the shift in ruling dynasty and noble elites affected broader
aspects of English history. The author sets the stage by describing English society before the Norman Conquest and recounting
the dramatic story of the conquest, including the climactic Battle of Hastings. He then traces the influence of the invasion itself and
the Normans' political, military, institutional, and legal transformations. Inevitably following on the heels of institutional reform came
economic, social, religious, and cultural changes. The results, Thomas convincingly shows, are both complex and surprising. In
some areas where one might expect profound influence, such as government institutions, there was little change. In other
respects, such as the indirect transformation of the English language, the conquest had profound and lasting effects. With its
combination of exciting narrative and clear analysis, this book will capture students interest in a range of courses on medieval and
Western history.
William Godwin is one of the most important figures of the Romantic period. He wrote four plays at the end of the 18th/beginning of
the 19th centuries. This book has two main objectives: to provide the first comprehensive discussion of these four plays, and to
consider the notion of theatricality in relation to Godwin’s political project.
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