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The Formation Of England 550 1042 The Paladin History Of England
Using a variety of sources including chronicles, annals, secular and sacred biographies and monographs on local histories, this
text offers a critical survey of historical writing in England from the mid-6th century to the early 16th century. Based on the study of
the sources themselves, these volumes also offer a critical assessment of secondary sources and historiographical development.
The author discusses figures such as Bede, William Malmesbury and Matthew Paris, individually, concluding with a critical
examination of their careers and work. The author details the influences and traditions which shaped each writer's attitudes and
includes extensive footnotes to primary and secondary sources. The book also covers the historiographical achievements of
medical England and outlines trends.
"First issued as an Oxford University Press paperback, 1983"--T.p. verso. Includes bibliographical references and index. Access is
available to the Yale community.
This volume examines the history of a complex and varied body of ideas over a period of more than a thousand years.
A survey of the landed endowment of Glastonbury Abbey before 1066, with a history of its estates.
The author outlines the development of the undisciplined barbarian war bands of the Dark Ages into the feudal armies of the early
Middle Ages. It deals with the arms and equipments of the soldier, not only from surviving specimens but also from descriptions in
contemporary medieval documents. Vesey Norman covers the slow development of tactics and the transition of the warrior from a
personal follower of a war leader to the knight who served his feudal overlord as a heavily armored cavalryman in return for land.
He details the attitude of the Church to warfare, the rise of chivalry and the development of the knights of the military orders, the
Templars, the Hospitallers and the Teutonic Knights. He answers such questions as what classes of men made up the army, who
commanded them, and how they were equipped, paid and organized. Since armies frequently has to be transported by water, a
brief description of contemporary ships in included.
This book is a study of the process of conversion among the Germanic peoples from the third to eleventh centuries. The intention is twofold:
firstly, to examine previous scholarship on conversion and to develop a model of conversion appropriate to the Germanic peoples; and
secondly, to produce a comparative study of six Germanic conversions. Chapter 1 reviews the existing models of conversion developed by
scholars in a number of fields, principally psychology, anthropology and religious studies, and develops an alternative model. Chapters 2-7
are case studies which apply this model to the conversions of the Goths, Franks, Anglo-Saxons, continental Saxons, Scandinavians and
Icelanders. The final chapter presents in summary form the insights from the case studies.
St Dunstan of Canterbury (909-88) was the central figure in the development of English church and society after the death of King Alfred.
Douglas Dales traces Dunstan's life beginning with his education at the great monastery of Glastonbury of whichhe became abbot. He was a
central figure at the court of the kings of Wessex but was banished, partly because of his hostility to the king's mistresses, and went to exile in
Flanders. After his return he was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury. During the twenty-eight years of his primacy he carried out one of the
major developments of the century, the reformation of the monasteries. This book aims to examine him not merely as a prelate and royal
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advisor, but to see other aspects of his life: his skills as a craftsman caused him to be adopted as the patron saint of goldsmiths; some of his
work as calligrapher and artist survives to this day; the coronation service which he drew up still lies at the heart of this service for English
monarchstoday; he was famed for his musical skills; above all, the sanctity of his name and the fame of his miracles kept Dunstan's memory
alive. Douglas Dales' re-examination of the life and times of Dunstan sets his achievements against the social and religious background of
the day, at a time when new forces were emerging that would shape the future of England and the English Church for centuries to come.
Part of a new series Legends from the Ancient North, The Wanderer tells the classic tales that influenced JRR Tolkien's The Hobbit and The
Lord of the Rings 'So the company of men led a careless life, All was well with them: until One began To encompass evil, an enemy from hell.
Grendel they called this cruel spirit...' J.R.R. Tolkien spent much of his life studying, translating and teaching the great epic stories of northern
Europe, filled with heroes, dragons, trolls, dwarves and magic. He was hugely influential for his advocacy of Beowulf as a great work of
literature and, even if he had never written The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, would be recognised today as a significant figure in the
rediscovery of these extraordinary tales. Legends from the Ancient North brings together from Penguin Classics five of the key works behind
Tolkien's fiction.They are startling, brutal, strange pieces of writing, with an elemental power brilliantly preserved in these translations.They
plunge the reader into a world of treachery, quests, chivalry, trials of strength.They are the most ancient narratives that exist from northern
Europe and bring us as near as we will ever get to the origins of the magical landscape of Middle-earth (Midgard) which Tolkien remade in
the 20th century.
A History of Settlement in Ireland provides a stimulating and thought-provoking overview of the settlement history of Ireland from prehistory to
the present day. Particular attention is paid to the issues of settlement change and distribution within the contexts of: * environment *
demography * culture. The collection goes further by setting the agenda for future research in this rapidly expanding area of academic
interest. This volume will be essential reading for all those with an interest in the archaeology, history and social geography of Ireland.
Now reissued in an updated paperback edition, this groundbreaking account of the Medieval Revival movement examines the ways in which
the style of the medieval period was re-established in post-Enlightenment England—from Walpole and Scott, Pugin, Ruskin, and Tennyson to
Pound, Tolkien, and Rowling. “Medievalism . . . takes a panoramic view of the ‘recovery’ of the Medieval in English literature, visual arts and
culture. . . . Ambitious, sweeping, sometimes idiosyncratic, but always interesting.”—Rosemary Ashton, Times Literary Supplement “Deeply
researched and stylishly written, Medievalism is an unalloyed delight that will instruct and amuse a wide readership.”—Edward Short, Books &
Culture
Tracing the rise of Christianity to its key role in Europe's maritime and colonial expansion, this text sheds light on the ways in which societies
in Africa, Asia, and Latin America have been drawn into the Christian orbit.
The extraordinary history of Mercia and its rulers from the seventh century to 1066. Once the supreme Anglo-Saxon kingdom, it was pivotal in
the story of England.
This engaging new study focuses on the role of assemblies in later Anglo-Saxon politics, challenging and nuancing existing models of the late
Anglo-Saxon state. Its ten chapters investigate both traditional constitutional aspects of assemblies - who attended these events, where and
when they met, and what business they conducted - and the symbolic and representational nature of these gatherings. Levi Roach takes into
account important recent work on continental rulership, and argues that assemblies were not a check on kingship in these years, but rather
an essential feature of it. In particular, the author highlights the role of symbolic communication at assemblies, arguing that ritual and
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demonstration were as important in English politics as they were elsewhere in Europe. Far from being exceptional, the methods of rulership
employed by English kings look very much like those witnessed elsewhere on the continent, where assemblies and ritual formed an essential
part of the political order.
Using a variety of sources including chronicles, annals, secular and sacred biographies and monographs on local histories Historical Writing
in England by Antonia Gransden offers a comprehensive critical survey of historical writing in England from the mid-sixth century to the early
sixteenth century. Based on the study of the sources themselves, these volumes also offer a critical assessment of secondary sources and
historiographical development.
The rise of the plantation slavery system in the colonial South is chronicled through the career of Jonathan Bryan, who rose from the
obscurity of the southern frontier to become one of Georgia's richest, most powerful men. Reprint.

The varied character of Britain's countryside provides communities with a strong sense of local identity. One of the most
significant features of the landscape in Southern Britain is the way that its character differs from region to region, with
compact villages in the Midlands contrasting with the sprawling hamlets of East Anglia and isolated farmsteads of Devon.
Even more remarkable is the very 'English' feel of the landscape in southern Pembrokeshire, in the far south west of
Wales. Hoskins described the English landscape as 'the richest historical record we possess', and in this volume Stephen
Rippon explores the origins of regional variations in landscape character, arguing that while some landscapes date back
to the centuries either side of the Norman Conquest, other areas across southern Britain underwent a profound change
around the 8th century AD.
The Reader's Guide to British History is the essential source to secondary material on British history. This resource
contains over 1,000 A-Z entries on the history of Britain, from ancient and Roman Britain to the present day. Each entry
lists 6-12 of the best-known books on the subject, then discusses those works in an essay of 800 to 1,000 words
prepared by an expert in the field. The essays provide advice on the range and depth of coverage as well as the
emphasis and point of view espoused in each publication.
Here is the whole of recorded British royal history, from the legendary King Alfred the Great onwards, including the
monarchies of England, Scotland, Wales and the United Kingdom for over a thousand years. Fascinating portraits are
expertly woven into a history of division and eventual union of the British Isles - even royals we think most familiar are
revealed in a new and sometimes surprising light. This revised and shortened edition of The Mammoth Book of British
Kings & Queens includes biographies of the royals of recorded British history, plus an overview of the semi-legendary
figures of pre-history and the Dark Ages - an accessible source for students and general readers.
Old English prose before the late tenth century is examined in this collection of hitherto unpublished essays. Using a
variety of techniques, the authors explore well-known and lesser-known texts in search of a better understanding of why,
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how, and by whom the manuscripts were produced. Part I of the collection contains six studies of Alfredian prose—the
Soliloquies, the Pastoral Care, and Consolation of Philosophy—all of which are translations traditionally associated with
King Alfred. Part II contains nine essays on various prose works outside of the Alfredian milieu, including the Old English
Dialogues, the Old English Bede, the Chronicle and Laws, and various religious works. The authors emphasize the
importance of a fresh look at Latin backgrounds and sources and the need to return to manuscript evidence for new
insights. As a group, they argue for sympathetic contextual analysis, urging scholars in the field to reexamine the prose of
the earlier Old English period to find cultural and literary value and significance. A bibliographical appendix supplements
the Greenfield-Robinson bibliography for the period ending in 1982. The contributions in this volume complement the
eleven essays found in The Old English Homily and Its Background, edited by Paul E. Szarmach and Bernard F. Huppe,
also published by SUNY Press.
The years between the 1860s and the First World War transformed Britain more profoundly than any other comparable
era.
This classic history covers the period c. 550-1087 and traces the development of English society from the oldest Anglo-Saxon laws, the
growth of royal power, and the extension of private lordship to the establishment of feudalism after the Norman Conquest.
For those living outside Scandinavia, the Viking Age effectively began in 793 with an attack on the monastery at Lindisfarne. The attack on
Lindisfarne was a characteristically violent harbinger of what was in store for Britain and much of Europe from the Vikings for the next 300
years, until the final destruction of the heathen temple to the Norse gods at Uppsala around 1090. Robert Ferguson is a sure guide across
what he calls 'the treacherous marches which divide legend from fact in Viking Age history'. His long familiarity with the literary culture of
Scandinavia - the eddas, the poetry of the skalds and the sagas - is combined with the latest archaeological discoveries and the evidence of
picture-stones, runes, ships and objects scattered all over northern Europe, to make the most convincing modern portrait of the Viking Age in
any language. The Hammer and the Cross ranges from Scandinavia itself to Kievan Rus and Byzantium in the east, to Iceland, Greenland
and the north American settlements in the west. Beyond its geographical boundaries the book takes us on a journey to a misty region
inhabited by Hallfred the Troublesome Poet, Harald Bluetooth, Ragnar Hairy-Breeches, Ivar the Boneless and Eyvind the Plagiarist, in which
literature, history and myth dissolve into one another.
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