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#1 New York Times Bestseller! Get thousands of facts at your
fingertips with this essential resource: business, the arts and
pop culture, science and technology, U.S. history and
government, world geography, sports, and so much more.
The World Almanac® is America’s bestselling reference
book of all time, with more than 83 million copies sold. For
more than 150 years, this compendium of information has
been the authoritative source for school, library, business,
and home. The 2021 edition of The World Almanac reviews
the biggest events of 2020 and will be your go-to source for
questions on any topic in the upcoming year. Praised as a
“treasure trove of political, economic, scientific and
educational statistics and information” by The Wall Street
Journal, The World Almanac and Book of Facts will answer all
of your trivia needs effortlessly. Features include: 2020
Election Results: The World Almanac provides a
comprehensive look at the entire 2020 election process, from
the roller coaster of the early primaries to state and county
presidential voting results and coverage of House, Senate,
and gubernatorial races. 2020 Coronavirus Pandemic: A
special section provides up-to-the-minute information about
the world’s largest public health crisis in at least a century,
providing information on what scientists know about the virus
so far—and what still needs to be learned—along with an
update on vaccine progress, statistical data and graphics,
and useful practical measures for readers. World Almanac
Editors' Picks: Memorable Summer Olympic Moments: The
World Almanac took a look back at past editions of the
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Olympic Summer Games to create a highlight reel of
memorable moments to tide sports fans over until Tokyo in
2021. 2020—Top 10 News Topics: The editors of The World
Almanac list the top stories that held the world's attention in
2020. 2020—Year in Sports: Hundreds of pages of trivia and
statistics that are essential for any sports fan, featuring
complete coverage of the sports world’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, a preview of the Olympic Games in
Tokyo, and much more. 2020—Year in Pictures: Striking fullcolor images from around the world in 2020, covering news,
entertainment, science, and sports. 2020—Offbeat News
Stories: The World Almanac editors found some of the
strangest news stories of the year. World Almanac Editors'
Picks: Time Capsule: The World Almanac lists the items that
most came to symbolize the year 2020, from news and sports
to pop culture. The World at a Glance: This annual feature of
The World Almanac provides a quick look at the surprising
stats and curious facts that define the changing world.
Statistical Spotlight: This annual feature highlights statistics
relevant to the biggest stories of the year. These data provide
context to give readers a fresh perspective on important
issues. Other New Highlights: Newly available statistics on
how the COVID-19 pandemic and widespread shutdowns
have affected businesses, air quality, employment, education,
families’ living situations and access to food, and much
more.
McDowell explores the many spiritual themes that weave
throughout the six films and shows the moral and spiritual
complexity of the movies. The author contends that George
Lucas, creator of the series, did not intend for his films to be
mere entertainment.
Since 1966, the Star Trek television franchise has used outer
space and the thrilling adventures of the crews of the U.S.S.
Enterprise to reflect our own world and culture. Kirk and
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Spock face civil rights issues and Vietnam war allegories
while Picard, Data, and the next generation seek an ordered,
post-Cold War stability in the Reagan era. The crews of Deep
Space Nine, Voyager and Enterprise must come to terms with
our real life of war, manifest destiny in the 21st century, and
the shadow of 9/11. Now, as the modern era of the franchise
attempts to portray a utopia amidst a world spinning out of
control, Star Trek remains about more than just the future. It
is about our present. It is about us. This book charts the
history of Gene Roddenberry's creation across five decades
alongside the cultural development of the United States and
asks: are we heading for the utopian Federation future, or is it
slipping ever further away from reality?
To many, the world appears to be in a state of dangerous
change. News and fictional media alike report that these are
dark times, and narratives of social resistance imbue many
facets of Western culture. The new essays making up this
collection examine different events and themes of the 2010s
that readily acknowledge the struggling state of things.
Crucially, these essays look to the resistance and political
activism of communities that seek to make long-reaching and
institutional changes in the world through a diverse group of
media texts. They scrutinize how a society relates to
injustices and how individuals enact a desire for change. The
authors analyze a broad range of works such as texts as
Awake: A Dream from Standing Rock, Black Panther, The
Death of Stalin, Get Out, Jessica Jones, Hamilton, The
Shape of Water, and Star Wars: The Last Jedi. By digging
into these and other works, as well as historic events, the
contributors explicate the soul-deep necessity of pushing
back against injustice, whether personal or cultural.
p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 12.0px Calibri}
p.p2 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 12.0px Calibri;
min-height: 14.0px} “Should I take one last shot at Star Wars
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and tell the backstory? I thought I would regret it if I didn’t do
it.” – George Lucas Star Wars: The Saga Begins celebrates
Episodes I-III of the Star Wars saga: The Phantom Menace,
Attack of the Clones, and Revenge of the Sith. This collection
includes classic interviews with Ewan McGregor, Hayden
Christensen, Natalie Portman, Liam Neeson, and George
Lucas, as they discuss telling the story of Anakin Skywalker’s
rise and subsequent fall against the backdrop of a burgeoning
galactic war. Also featured are interviews with key members
of the visual effects team charged with bringing George
Lucas’ singular vision to life. “This is the perfect gift for any
Star Wars fan in your life.” – Seattle Book Review
Use The Force! Released in 1977, the movie Star Wars: A
New Hope changed pop culture forever. The accompanying
toys became a global phenomenon and are now the most
hotly pursued toys in the galaxy. How hot? A Boba Fett action
figure or Cloud City Playset in mint condition can be worth
thousands of dollars to collectors. Learn the secrets of the
universe with this hands-on, how-to guide to picking Star
Wars toys. Fun, informative and easy to use, this
indispensable pocket guide is more powerful than a fully
operational Death Star. You'll Uncover: • Professional and
practical strategies for finding valuable Star Wars toys •
Coverage of action figures, vehicles, accessories, and
playsets • Hundreds of detailed and beautiful color images to
enhance your experience • How to price and evaluate Star
Wars items Whether for pleasure or profit, the Picker's Pocket
Guide is a real find.
Exploration of Carrie Fisher as star, author, comedian, and
iconic personification of Princess Leia.

From A New Hope to The Rise of Skywalker and
beyond, this book offers the first complete
assessment and philosophical exploration of the Star
Page 4/19

File Type PDF Star Wars Episode 8 The Last Jedi
Official 2018 Calendar Square Wall Format
Wars universe. Lucasfilm examines the ways in
which these iconic films were shaped by global
cultural mythologies and world cinema, as well as
philosophical ideas from the fields of aesthetics and
political theory, and now serve as a platform for
public philosophy. Cyrus R. K. Patell also looks at
how this ever-expanding universe of cultural
products and enterprises became a global brand and
asks: can a corporate entity be considered a
“filmmaker and philosopher”? More than any other
film franchise, Lucasfilm's Star Wars has become
part of the global cultural imagination. The new
generation of Lucasfilm artists is full of passionate
fans of the Star Wars universe, who have now been
given the chance to build on George Lucas's oeuvre.
Within these pages, Patell explores what it means
for films and their creators to become part of cultural
history in this unprecedented way.
Featuring 25 projects based on George Lucas's epic
film saga, this is the ultimate guide to creating
stunning projects inspired by Luke Skywalker, Darth
Vader, Rey, and a whole host of droids, ships, and
aliens from a galaxy far, far away.
Politics, craft, and cultural nostalgia in the remaking
of Star Wars for a new age A long time ago, in a
galaxy far, far away—way back in the twenty-first
century’s first decade—Star Wars seemed finished.
Then in 2012 George Lucas shocked the
entertainment world by selling the franchise, along
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with Lucasfilm, to Disney. This is the story of how,
over the next five years, Star Wars went from nearcertain extinction to what Wired magazine would call
“the forever franchise,” with more films in the works
than its first four decades had produced. Focusing
on The Force Awakens (2015), Rogue One (2016),
The Last Jedi (2017), and the television series
Rebels (2014–18), Dan Golding explores the
significance of pop culture nostalgia in overcoming
the skepticism, if not downright hostility, that greeted
the Star Wars relaunch. At the same time he shows
how Disney, even as it tapped a backward-looking
obsession, was nonetheless creating genuinely new
and contemporary entries in the Star Wars universe.
A host of cultural factors and forces propelled the
Disney-engineered Star Wars renaissance, and all
figure in Golding’s deeply informed analysis: from
John Williams’s music in The Force Awakens to
Peter Cushing’s CGI face in Rogue One, to Carrie
Fisher’s passing, to the rapidly changing audience
demographic. Star Wars after Lucas delves into the
various responses and political uses of the new Star
Wars in a wider context, as in reaction videos on
YouTube and hate-filled, misogynistic online rants. In
its granular textual readings, broad cultural scope,
and insights into the complexities of the multimedia
galaxy, this book is as entertaining as it is
enlightening, an apt reflection of the enduring power
of the Star Wars franchise.
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Machine generated contents note:1.Blogging Donnie
Yen: remaking the martial arts body as a cyberintertext --2.`Flickering' Jackie Chan: the actorambassadorial persona on photo-sharing sites
--3.`Friending' Jet Li on Facebook: the celebrityphilanthropist persona in online social networks
--4.YouTubing Zhang Ziyi: Chinese female stardom
in fan videos on video-sharing sites --5.Discussing
Takeshi Kaneshiro: the pan-Asian star image on fan
forums.
The trailers for Star Wars: The Force Awakens made
a strong impression on fans. Many were excited by
what they saw as a return to the spirit of George
Lucas’s 1977 creation. Others—including several
white supremacy groups—were upset and offended
by key differences, most notably the shift away from
a blond, blue-eyed, male protagonist. When the film
was finally released, reactions similarly seemed to
hinge on whether or not The Force Awakens
renewed the “mythic” aspects of the original trilogy
in ways that fans approved of. The Myth Awakens
examines the religious implications of this
phenomenon, considering the ways in which myth
can function to reinforce “traditional” social and
political values. In their analyses the authors of this
book reflect on fan responses in relation to various
elements of (and changes to) the Star Wars
canon—including toys, video games, and novels, as
well as several of the films. They do so using a
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variety of critical tools, drawing from studies of
gender, race, psychology, politics, authority, music,
ritual, and memory.
As a Star Wars fan, you've seen the movies, from A
New Hope to The Last Jedi, and beyond. And of
course you've probably had a faux lightsaber battle
or two, pretending to be Luke Skywalker, Rey, or
maybe Kylo Ren. But can you name the seven
actors who have portrayed Darth Vader? Do you
know how Ralph McQuarrie helped shape the world
of Star Wars? Are you familiar with Deak Starkiller,
Darth Plagueis, or Drew Struzan? Have you seen
the infamous Star Wars Holiday Special? 100 Things
Star Wars Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
is the ultimate resource for true fans of the galaxy
far, far away. In this revised and updated edition,
Dan Casey has collected every essential piece of
Star Wars knowledge and trivia, as well as must-do
activites, and ranks them all from 1 to 100, providing
an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist for
viewers old and new to progress on their way to fan
superstardom.
Robots in Popular Culture: Androids and Cyborgs in
the American Imagination seeks to provide one go-to
reference for the study of the most popular and
iconic robots in American popular culture. In the last
10 years, technology and artificial intelligence (AI)
have become not only a daily but a minute-by-minute
part of American life—more integrated into our lives
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than anyone would have believed even a generation
before. Americans have long known the adorable
and helpful R2-D2 and the terrible possibilities of
Skynet and its army of Terminators. Throughout, we
have seen machines as valuable allies and horrifying
enemies. Today, Americans cling to their mobile
phones with the same affection that Luke Skywalker
felt for the squat R2-D2. Meanwhile, our phones,
personal computers, and cars have attained the
ability to know and learn everything about us. This
volume opens with essays about robots in popular
culture, followed by 100 A–Z entries on the most
famous AIs in film, comics, and more. Sidebars
highlight ancillary points of interest, such as authors,
creators, and tropes that illuminate the motives of
various robots. The volume closes with a glossary of
key terms and a bibliography providing students with
resources to continue their study of what robots tell
us about ourselves. Provides readers with detailed
information on popular examples of robots/AI in
American popular culture Provides readers with
considerable "Further Reading" suggestions,
including scholarly, pop culture, and scientific
readings on each topic Places popular examples of
robots/AI in pop culture in proper historical
perspective Provides scholarly material that gives
readers additional important historical context in five
essays Gives equal coverage to a diverse array of
robots, from the well-known to the obscure
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This book brings together various different analyses of the
Star Wars movies, each of which approaches the films from a
different point of view, such as history, music, advertisement,
new media, ideology, economics, politics, and narration. The
book will appeal to various audiences, from high school
students to academicians, and from university students to
fans of the Star Wars franchise.
Digital games as transmedia works of art - Games as social
environments - The aesthetics of play - Digital games in
pedagogy - Cineludic aesthetics - Ethics in games - these
were some of the important and fascinating topics addressed
during the international research conference "Clash of
Realities" in 2015 and 2016 by more than a hundred
international speakers, academics as well as artists. This
volume represents the best contributions - by, inter alia, Janet
H. Murray, David OReilly, Eric Zimmerman, Thomas
Elsaesser, Lorenz Engell, Susana Tosca, Miguel Sicart,
Frans Mäyrä, and Mark J.P. Wolf.
Star Wars: The Triumph of Nerd Culture engagingly reveals
how the most popular film franchise of all time sprang from
the mind of a deeply insecure nerd, who then inspired and
betrayed a generation of fans. In Star Wars: The Triumph of
Nerd Culture, Josef Benson offers an unauthorized and
provocative expose of the most popular film franchise of all
time. Fueled by George Lucas’s insecurities and a fervent
fan-base who felt betrayed when Lucas defiled the original
films, Benson presents the conflict between Lucas and Star
Wars fans as comparable to the twisted relationship between
Darth Vader and Luke Skywalker. Just as there is a riveting
saga within the Star Wars universe that centers on the rise
and fall of Anakin Skywalker and the redemption of Darth
Vader, so too has a saga unfolded in relation to George
Lucas and Star Wars fandom. Star Wars fans both love and
hate Star Wars and George Lucas. He is equally responsible
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for their pleasure and pain. Star Wars:The Triumph of Nerd
Culture delves deeper into the Star Wars universe than any
book has gone before, including an illuminating look into why
Lucas sold Lucasfilm to the Disney Corporation and how the
sale affected the franchise. After reading this book, fans will
never be able to watch Star Wars in the same way again.
Unlike most makers of modern or futuristic films, George
Lucas turned away from the standard special operatives or
secret agents when he created the heroes for his epic Star
Wars saga. Part knight, part monk, the Jedi Knights were an
order of swordsmen that helped rule the universe in
accordance with law and lofty principles of justice and honor.
Without the Jedi, there could be no Star Wars, and without
the lightsaber sword, there could be no Jedi. This
examination of the Jedi Knights, their adversaries the Sith
and their lightsaber swordplay throughout all six episodes of
the franchise evaluates the ways in which Lucas blended
science fiction with the most ancient and epic tales of
traditional samurai and Western swordsmen. It presents
swordsmanship as a way to better understand the Jedi
Knights, focusing on the human movement and activity
surrounding the weapon and the ways in which traditional
Japanese martial arts were adapted for use in the films.
Topics of discussion include the powerful effects of the
master-apprentice relationship; the technical choreography
used in the lightsaber scenes of the Star Wars films; and the
historical precedents for the Jedi order, including the Sohei
fighting monks of Japan, the Janissaries and Mamelukes of
Islam, and the knights of the Templar, Hospitaller and
Teutonic orders.
The epic space saga, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, is
retold in the iconic Little Golden Book format! Featuring
stunning retro illustrations, this book is perfect for Star
Wars--and Little Golden Book--fans of all ages!
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Meet more than 200 minifigures from the LEGO® Star
WarsTM Galaxy! Discover heroes, villains, aliens, and droids
in this fully updated character encyclopedia - complete with
an exclusive Darth Maul minifigure. Find out fascinating facts
about all your favourite LEGO® Star WarsTM minifigures including rare and exclusive releases. A galaxy of minfigures
awaits you! ©2020 The LEGO Group.
Fry, Jason – Star Wars: The Last Jedi webtekst Star Wars:
The Last Jedi is het officiële verhaal van de gelijknamige film
van Disney, geschreven met input van regisseur Rian
Johnson, en uitgebreid met alternatieve versies van het script
en nog niet eerder vertoonde scènes. Uit de as van het
Keizerrijk is een nieuwe dreiging verrezen die de vrijheid van
het hele sterrenstelsel bedreigt: de meedogenloze Eerste
Orde. Gelukkig zijn er ook nieuwe helden opgestaan om de
wapens op te pakken – en misschien zelfs hun levens op het
spel te zetten – voor de goede zaak. Rey, de wees die
alsmaar sterker wordt in de Kracht, Finn, de ex-stormtroeper
die het opneemt tegen zijn oude meesters, en Poe Dameron,
de onverschrokken X-wing piloot, vechten zij aan zij met
Generaal Leia Organa en het Verzet. Maar hun tegenstander
Snoke, de leider van de Eerste Orde, en zijn genadeloze
secondant Kylo Ren hebben een overmacht aan soldaten en
vuurkracht. Deze vijand betekent mogelijk het einde van de
kampioenen van het licht. Hun enige hoop is nu gevestigd op
een verloren legende: Jedi-leraar Luke Skywalker. Waar de
actie in Star Wars: The Force Awakens eindigde, gaat het
verhaal van Star Wars: The Last Jedi verder. In dit deel stijgt
de strijd tussen licht en donker naar een nieuw hoogtepunt.

For over 27 years, Top 10s have been delighting readers
with fascinating lists and mindboggling facts. Ever
wondered in which country you would find the fastest
roller-coaster in the world? Or wanted to know the
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terrifying size of the biggest shark known to man? Ever
wondered who could be the biggest selling musical artist
of all time? This is the book for you. Top 10 of Everything
2018 is divided into genres including Epic Structures,
Outer Space, Forces of Nature and Humankind, and
includes lists, charts and tables to break down the details
of each amazing fact. Packed full of photographs and
incredible information, this is the perfect book for anyone
with a curious mind and an insatiable appetite for facts,
stats and trivia.
Etch away the lines on each page to reveal 16 Star Wars
posters from all three trilogies. Use the included stylus to
reveal 16 Star Wars posters from across all three
trilogies. Each of the etching pages has lines to follow,
and then it’s up to you how much color to infuse into the
image. An introductory section describes how to etch for
the best results and includes fascinating history and
details about the films and their posters. Each page is
easy to remove so that the finished masterpieces can be
displayed on your wall.
This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your
eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents.
Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American
superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character
Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and
distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is
the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger
and 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the
thirteenth film of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU).
The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a
screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely,
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and features an ensemble cast, including Chris Evans,
Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan,
Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle, Jeremy Renner,
Chadwick Boseman, Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul
Rudd, Emily VanCamp, Tom Holland, Frank Grillo,
William Hurt, and Daniel Brühl. In Captain America: Civil
War, disagreement over international oversight of the
Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led
by Steve Rogers and the other by Tony Stark. This book
has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire
text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the
634 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article.
This book does not contain illustrations.
(Piano Solo Songbook). Music from the soundtrack to
the much-anticipated seventh installment of the Star
Wars franchise by John Williams is presented in this
piano solo songbook, complete with full-color artwork
from the film! Songs include: Main Title and The Attack
on the Jakku Village * The Scavenger * Rey Meets BB-8
* Rey's Theme * That Girl with the Staff * Finn's
Confession * The Starkiller * March of the Resistance *
Torn Apart * Scherzo for X-Wings * Farewell and The
Trip * The Jedi Steps and Finale.
This collection of twenty short essays draws upon
postcolonial theories established by Edward Said, Frantz
Fanon, and Albert Camus to help readers better
understand the power structures in Star Wars. Divided
into five sections––Rebellion, Racism, Feminism, The
Subaltern, and The Gothic––the text considers the
narrative and technical aspects of various Star Wars
films, animated television series, comics, and short
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stories. While this collection will be of interest to any Star
Wars fan wishing to deepen their knowledge of the
literature, history, and politics that influenced the creators
of the galaxy far, far away, it will also be compelling
reading for undergraduates enrolled in first-year writing
courses and those taking seminars on science fiction,
postcolonial literature, or media studies.
Media Culture in Transnational Asia: Convergences and
Divergences examines contemporary media use within
Asia, where over half of the world’s population resides.
The book addresses media use and practices by looking
at the transnational exchanges of ideas, narratives,
images, techniques, and values and how they influence
media consumption and production throughout Asia,
including Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, South Korea,
Singapore, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iran and many others.
The book’s contributors are especially interested in
investigating media and their intersections with narrative,
medium, technologies, and culture through the lenses
that are particularly Asian by turning to Asian
sociopolitical and cultural milieus as the meaningful
interpretive framework to understand media. This timely
and cutting-edge research is essential reading for those
interested in transnational and global media studies.
Textbook
This title explores the creative works of famous director
George Lucas. Films analyzed include Star Wars:
Episode IV A New Hope, Star Wars: Episode I the
Phantom Menace, Star Wars: Episode II Attack of the
Clones, and Star Wars: Episode III Revenge of the Sith.
Clear, comprehensive text gives background
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biographical information of Lucas. ñYou Critique Itî
feature invites readers to analyze other creative works
on their own. A table of contents, timeline, list of works,
resources, source notes, glossary, and an index are also
included. Essential Critiques is a series in Essential
Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
The original Star Wars trilogy famously follows Joseph
Campbell's model for the hero's journey, making Luke
Skywalker's story the new hero quest for a modern age.
With the nine-plus film saga complete, however, new
story patterns have emerged as the hero's journey is
imagined over and over for characters of different ages,
genders, and backgrounds. The prequels offer the plot
arc of the villain's journey through Anakin. Leia and
Padme, while damsels in the men's story, break out to
undergo their own ordeals. The heroine's journey is
exemplified by Rey and Jyn. Obi-Wan, Yoda, and Vader
must accept the loss of power and fade into spirit
guardians, perpetuating the lifecycle. By the sequel era,
the original trio become mentors to the younger
generation and finally must do the same. Meanwhile, the
Mandalorian explores a different form of the quest as he
transforms from immature warrior to patriarch. This book
tracks the journeys of over 20 characters throughout the
franchise.
Every significant Star Wars character, creature, location,
battle, droid and vehicle: one ultimate encyclopedia.
Packed full of information, stunning images, and now
fully updated to include The Last Jedi, Solo: A Star Wars
Story, Star Wars: Resistance, plus an exclusive look at
The Rise of Skywalker. All the saga's iconic characters
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are here, from Darth Vader to Ponda Baba and Leia to
Luminara Unduli. Amazing vehicles are explored, such
as the Millennium Falcon and Ghost. Extraordinary
technology is explained, including all your favourite
lightsabers, and key events in the epic Star Wars story
are richly unpacked, with behind-the-scenes insights.
Ultimate Star Wars New Edition is the ideal go-to
resource for fans who wish to brush up on their Star
Wars knowledge, and for a new generation of fans eager
to start their journey into a galaxy far, far away.... © &
TM 2019 LUCASFILM LTD.
The Culture and Politics of Populist Masculinities offers
analyses of articulations and performances that link
populism to masculinity. Drawing on cultural, political,
and historical perspectives, the contributors tackle
gender-related attitudes, values, and representations in
populist cultures and political movements around the
globe.
This book shows how the unique characteristics of
traditionally differentiated media continue to determine
narrative despite the recent digital convergence of media
technologies. The author argues that media are now
each largely defined by distinctive industrial practices
that continue to preserve their identities and condition
narrative production. Furthermore, the book
demonstrates how a given medium’s variability in
institutional and technological contexts influences
diverse approaches to storytelling. By connecting US
film, television, comic book and video game industries to
their popular fictional characters and universes; including
Star Wars, Batman, Game of Thrones and Grand Theft
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Auto; the book identifies how differences in industrial
practice between media inform narrative production. This
book is a must read for students and scholars interested
in transmedia storytelling.
Transform your students into smart, savvy media
consumers. A book that students find fun to read and
instructors consider educationally valuable, Mass
Communication: Living in a Media World provides the
media literacy principles and critical thinking skills that
students need to become self-aware media consumers.
Known for his storytelling approach, bestselling author
Ralph E. Hanson uses examples drawn from everyday
life to explain the many dimensions of mass media that
operate in our society. This newly revised Seventh
Edition is packed with contemporary examples and
compelling stories that illustrate the latest developments
and recent events that are changing the face of media
today.
The newest communication technologies are profoundly
changing the world's politics, economies, and cultures,
but the specific implications of online game worlds
remain mysterious. The Virtual Future employs theories
and methods from social science to explore nine very
different virtual futures: The Matrix Online, Tabula Rasa,
Anarchy Online, Entropia Universe, Star Trek Online,
EVE Online, Star Wars Galaxies, World of Warcraft:
Burning Crusade, and The Chronicles of Riddick. Each
presents a different picture of how technology and
society could evolve in coming centuries, but one theme
runs through all of them, the attempt to escape the Earth
and seek new destinies among the stars. Four decades
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after the last trip to the moon, a new conception of
spaceflight is emerging. Rather than rockets shooting
humans across vast physical distances to sterile rocks
that lack the resources to sustain life, perhaps robot
space probes and orbiting telescopes will glean
information about the universe, that humans can then
experience inside computer-generated environments
much closer to home. All nine of these fantastically rich
multiplayer masterpieces have shown myriads of people
that really radical alternatives to contemporary society
could exist, and has served as a laboratory for examining
the consequences. Each is a prototype of new social
forms, a utopian subculture, and a simulation of
technologies that have yet to be invented. They draw
upon several different traditions of science fiction and
academic philosophy, and they were created in several
nations. By comparing these nine role-playing fantasies,
we can better consider what kind of world we want to
inhabit in the real future.
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