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So the world didn’t end on 10 September 2008: but maybe it got you thinking… The world
didn’t end on 10 September 2008, but the possibility may have got you thinking: was it worth
the risk? What is the point of science actually? Geoffrey Gorham considers these questions
and explores the social and ethical implications of science by linking them to issues facing
scientists today: human extinction, extraterrestrial intelligence, space colonization, and more.
Do You Want To Free Yourself From Stress And Anxiety? Would you like to bring peace and
joy in your life? Many people hear the word "Buddhism" and they think it is a religion. However,
a person of any religion can bring Buddhist principles into their life without giving up their
religious beliefs. Buddhism is a simple and practical philosophy, practiced by more than 300
million people worldwide, that can make your life better and help you find inner peace and
happiness. Buddhism is a way of living your life following a path of spiritual development that
leads you to the truth of reality. "We are shaped by our thoughts; we become what we think.
When the mind is pure, joy follows like a shadow that never leaves." - Buddha Nowadays,
Buddhism is becoming increasingly popular, thanks to the positive benefits it can bring to those
who choose to practice it. By following the principles of Buddhism and by practicing
mindfulness meditation you can reduce anxiety and stress and bring clarity and joy into your
mind. If you want to learn how to apply the Buddhist philosophy in your everyday life, then this
book is for you. You'll learn the principles of this philosophy along with the history of Buddha
and his teachings that will help you successfully bring Buddhism into your everyday life. This
book will give you the answers you're seeking in a format that is both simple and easy to
understand, without obscure words or convoluted sentences. Inside Buddhism for Beginners,
discover: How you can bring peace and joy in your life following the simple principles of
Buddhism A simple but effective meditation technique for beginners to help you relieve stress
and feel calmer, even if you've never meditated before The core Buddhist principles and
teachings explained in plain english, without complex or obscure words The History of
Buddhism, from its origins to the present day Why knowing and freeing your mind can help you
bring peace and joy in your everyday life (with practical tips to help you start) A complete
historical timeline of notable buddhist events to help you understand the development of this
philosophy The principles you should pursue if you want to follow the path of Buddha An
effective way to understand and practice Buddhism without feeling overwhelmed The truth
about Karma and how it can actually help you change your life (many people don't know this)
Practical tips to bring Buddhism into your everyday life and brighten your future. And much,
much more. Now it's up to you. Even if right now you have no clue of Buddha's teachings, let
joy and peace become part of your life and free you from stress and anxiety, you won't regret
it! Scroll up and click the "Add to Cart" button!
A lively introduction to this celebrated philosophical tradition. Using classic films, novels, and
plays, Thomas E. Wartenberg explores the central ideas of Existentialism including freedom,
authenticity, anxiety, and the Absurd. As well as discussing the ideas of such legendary
thinkers as Nietzsche, Camus, and Sartre, Wartenberg shows how Simone de Beauvoir and
Franz Fanon use the theories of Existentialism to address gender and colonial oppression.
This lively introduction reveals a vibrant mode of philosophical inquiry that pervades modern
culture and addresses concerns at the heart of every human being.
Philosophy, the “love of wisdom”, is the product of our endless fascination and curiosity about
the world – the child of wonder. Through it, we seek to answer the most fundamental of
questions: How do we know what we know? Does God exist? What is beauty? How should we
live our lives? What am I? In this exhilarating tour, Peter Cave navigates all the main topics of
philosophy with verve and clarity. Using witty and whimsical examples, including stoical sofas
and Reg, the “regular” human, who just happens to carry his brain in a rucksack, Cave
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provides a welcome antidote to the dry textbook while covering everything from political
philosophy to points of logic. Interspersed with helpful textboxes and underlining the enduring
relevance of philosophy to us all, there is no better introduction for the aspiring sage.
Discover how to put your point across more effectively! Critical thinking shows people how to
analyze arguments, speeches, and newspaper articles to see which faults the authors are
making in their reasoning. It looks at the structure of language to demonstrate rules by which
you can identify good analytical thinking and helps people to formulate clear defensible
arguments themselves. As people are always trying to put a certain point/opinion across in a
variety of arenas in our lives, this is a very useful skill. With real life newspaper extracts, a
glossary, exercises and answers, and a guide to essay writing, this is an invaluable tool for
both students wanting to improve their grades and general readers wanting to boost their
brainpower.
Explaining what art is and what’s not art. What is art? Why do we find some things beautiful
but not others? Is it wrong to share MP3s? These are just some of the questions explored by
aesthetics, the philosophy of art. In this sweeping introduction, Charles Taliaferro skilfully
guides us through different theories of art and beauty, tackling issues such as who owns art
and what happens when art and morality collide. From Plato on poetry to Ringo Starr on the
drums, this is a perfect introductory text for anyone interested in the fascinating questions art
can raise.
How do you know what you know? Epistemology is the philosophical study of knowledge.
Without knowledge, scientific enquiry is meaningless and we can’t begin to analyse the world
around us. What is knowledge? How do you know you are not dreaming? Should we trust our
senses? Presuming no prior experience of philosophy, this book covers everything in the topic
from scepticism and possible worlds to Kant’s transcendentalism. Clear and readable,
Epistemology: A Beginner’s Guide is essential reading for students and aspiring thinkers.
Stoicism is an ancient philosophy on how to live a good life. It was founded in Athens, by Zeno,
around 300 BC. Unlike many other older philosophies, Stoic principles are as relevant today as
they were 2,000 years ago. The main reason? Stoicism is an active philosophy. In this book,
you can find answers to questions such as: -What is Stoicism in simple terms? -When Stoicism
appeared, who invented it? And why is it relevant today? -How can Stoicism help you? -What
is the difference between stoic and non-stoic? -What do you need to do to be stoic? (12 Stoic
practices)

Providing a concise, readable summary of Descarte's 'Meditations', Southwell
offers clear explanations of the central themes and ideas, terminology and
arguments, while the text features an in-depth discussion of Descarte's
correspondence with his contemporaries.
Learn About The History & Philosophy Of Stoicism - & How To Apply Its
Principles To Your Everyday Life The ancient Philosophy of Stoicism is currently
experiencing somewhat of a revival in 21st century popular culture, mainly
because of its rational and logical approach to the challenges of our time. There
has been a proliferation of Stoic references in modern movies and fiction; further
increasing its popularity amongst a younger section of society, which would
normally not be interested in an apparently pure academic pursuit such as the
study of Philosophy. This book will provide you, the prospective student of Stoic
Philosophy, with a broader understanding of the people and forces which
combined to create one of the most enduring and influential Philosophies of all
time. Furthermore, we'll explore how you can apply Stoic principles to your
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everyday life - and how this will help you develop your character, stay calm in the
face of adversity and achieve greater success in your life. During The Course Of
This Book You Will Learn About: The Origins of Stoicism Zeno of Citium and the
First School of Stoicism Zeneca the Younger Epictetus and the Discourses The
Meditations of Marcus Aurelius Stoicism's Influence On Roman Life and Thought
Stoic Philosophy Today Applying Stoic Principles to Your Everyday Life And
more! Begin Your Journey To Stoic Mastery!
Charting the life and thought of this hugely influential medieval thinker. One of the
most influential philosophers and theologians in the history of Western thought,
St Thomas Aquinas established the foundations for much of modern philosophy
of religion, and is infamous for his arguments for the existence of God. In this
cogent and multifaceted introduction to the great Saint's work, Edward Feser
argues that you cannot fully understand Aquinas' philosophy without his theology
and vice-versa. Covering his thoughts on the soul, natural law, metaphysics, and
the interaction of faith and reason, this will prove a indispensible resource for
students, experts or the general reader.
An engaging and authoritative introduction to this hugely influential era in the
history of philosophy. Why do good things happen to bad people? Can we prove
whether God exists? What is the difference between right and wrong? Medieval
Philosophers were centrally concerned with such questions: questions which are
as relevant today as a thousand years ago when the likes of Anselm and Aquinas
sought to resolve them. In this fast-paced, enlightening guide, Sharon M. Kaye
takes us on a whistle-stop tour of medieval philosophy, revealing the debt it owes
to Aristotle and Plato, and showing how medieval thought is still inspiring
philosophers and thinkers today. With new translations of numerous key extracts,
Kaye directly introduces the reader to the philosophers' writings and the criticisms
levied against them. Including helpful textboxes throughout the book detailing key
thinkers, this is an entertaining and comprehensive primer for students and
general readers alike.
Politicians invoke grand ideas: social justice, liberty, equality,community. But
what do these ideas really mean? How can politicians across the political
spectrum appeal to the same values? Political Philosophy: A Beginners' Guide
for Students and Politicians answers these important questions. Accessible and
lively, the book is an ideal student text, but it also brings the insights of the
world's leading political philosophers to a wide general audience. Using plenty of
examples, it equips readers to think for themselves about the ideas that shape
political life. Democracy works best when both politicians and voters move
beyond rhetoric to think clearly and carefully about the political principles that
should govern their society. But clear thinking is difficult in an age when
established orthodoxies have fallen by the wayside. Bringing political philosophy
out of the ivory tower and within the reach of all, this book provides us with tools
to cut through the complexities of modern politics. In so doing, it makes a
valuable contribution to the democratic process.
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"Janicaud opens up his subject in the most immediate way I have ever seen."Daily Telegraph "Janicaud sees philosophy first as a habit of mind close to
Plato's original conception of the discipline as the best way of unmasking
received ideas."- The Observer (London) "Enticing and charming. . . . By seeking,
daring to know the essence of beauty, truth, and goodness we can achieve
illumination and satisfaction. This book points us in the right direction."- The
Good Book Guide "Its elegance of expression and exposition will appeal also to
more mature seekers after enlightenment who are gently, subtly led from
Socrates to Nietzsche. Janicaud equips us to face down the conformist pressures
of modern life."- The Times (London) A small marvel, A Beginner's Guide to
Philosophy provides an instructive and delightful introduction to philosophy.
Despite its brevity, this beginner's guide covers a vast range of authors and
topics. The reader will find discussions of ancient and modern philosophy,
beginning with the pre-Socratic thinkers, before moving on to Plato and Aristotle.
The narrative then proceeds to an elegant survey of modern philosophers:
Descartes, Nietzsche, Kant, and Hegel. Dominique Janicaud finally comes to the
problems that have occupied thinkers through the ages: the existence of God, the
meaning of life, human nature, and the question of freedom.
A modern take on this age-old branch of philosophy A much-needed introductory
level book on this widely studied subject. Isaac Asimov said that "whatever the
tortures of hell, I think the boredom of heaven would be even worse." Such
quandaries are the bread and butter of philosophy of religion. Questioning why
evil exists, whether God could create a stone he couldn’t lift, and if the wonder of
life suggests a Creator, this fascinating branch of philosophy is concerned with
arguments for and against religion, and what form an immortal god (or gods)
would take if in existence. Assuming no prior knowledge of philosophy from the
reader, Taliaferro provides a clear exploration of the discipline, introducing a wide
range of philosophers and covering the topics of morality and religion, evil, the
afterlife, prayer, and miracles. Also containing sections dedicated to Hinduism,
Buddhism and the Eastern religions, this helpful primer is perfect for students or
the general reader.
History of Philosophy is a process of the developments of the intellectual
engagements of human beings. It was a transition from mythological and
supernatural beliefs to a rational, speculative, and empirical object of inquiry.
Ancient Greeks worshiped Gods and Goddesses for a long time. Nevertheless,
some changes were taken place around 500 BC. Few people started thinking
about the universe and human beings in a different way. These people were
firstly called 'thinkers', but later they were called as philosophers. Anyone who
pursues knowledge is considered a philosopher. Such people were in love with
wisdom. They started to believe in the rationale of the human mind, which can be
used to think, explain, and understand about life and universe. These
philosophers have covered a wide variety of subjects, including astronomy,
epistemology, mathematics, political science, rhetoric, logic, science. Greek
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philosophy lays the foundation for the history of western philosophy by shaping
the entire western thought. It has clear unbroken lines of influence lead from the
ancient Greek. Greek philosophy is significant for its reason and inquiry. They
were quite advanced for their times. Greek philosophy has been a major
influence to the development of western philosophy since its inception. This book
is a guidebook to the beginners to study western philosophy. It has included
some figures that can be useful when memorizing key philosophical thoughts.
The philosophical views of the Greek philosophers, which are explained in this
book, could guide anyone who needs to understand Greek philosophy and its
basics.
Why does philosophy give some people a headache, others a real buzz, and yet others
a feeling that it is subversive and dangerous? Why do a lot of people think philosophy is
totally irrelevant? What is philosophy anyway? The ABCs of philosophy - easy to
understand but never simplistic. Beginning with basic questions posed by the ancient
Greeks - What is the world made of? What is a man? What is knowledge? What is good
and evil? - Philosophy For Beginners traces the development of these questions as the
key to understanding how Western philosophy developed over the last 2,500 years.
Knowledge and Reality: A Beginner’s Guide to Theory of Knowledge is an accessible
introduction to the core philosophical positions and arguments that underpin all other
areas of philosophy, and provide the basis for both our scientific and everyday
understanding of the world. An engaging and informative guide to what is commonly
considered a dry and difficult subject. Uses illustrations and diagrams to enhance clarity
Supported by material on the author's popular web site Further reading guides offer
students suggestions for further study
This teacher resource book provides educators with a practical guide for using the book
in the classroom, as well as carefully constructed topic questions, activities, and
exercises with which to extend student thinking and discussion, when used alongside
the Philosophy Park student story book. The teacher resource book will be particularly
welcomed by teachers who are beginning to grapple with the renewed emphasis being
placed on critical and creative thinking in curriculum. [The story book version of
Philosophy Park (ISBN 978 1 74286 191 3) is a beginner's guide to philosophy, which
introduces young readers to the ideas of some of the world's most famous
philosophers, both ancient and modern. The book includes notes on each philosopher
and a story based on what they had to say about a key philosophical issue or problem.
Yet, Philosophy Park doesn't just set out their ideas. It engages the reader in the
thought of the philosophers, and it makes ideas - often regarded as difficult for adults come alive for children. While there are many popular books on philosophy for adults
and a handful for children, Philosophy Park - presented in a story book format - is the
first to directly explore the thought of famous philosophers for the 10-12 age group.]
Philosophy is thinking critically about questions that matter. But many people find
philosophy intimidating, so they never discover how it can help them engage ideas,
culture, and even their faith. In this second edition of a classic text, Garrett DeWeese
and J. P. Moreland use straightforward language with plenty of everyday examples to
help to make philosophy a little less difficult.
Inleiding tot het begrippenkader van de ethiek en de belangrijkste morele theorieën.
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Hoe word je een stoïcijn? Massimo Pigliucci laat zien hoe deze oude filosofie
toepasbaar is in het moderne leven. Toen Pigliucci de vijftig naderde, werd hij
overvallen door grote levensvragen en het besef van zijn eigen sterfelijkheid. Hij ging
zich verdiepen in de praktische filosofie van de stoïcijnen, die uitstekend past bij
seculiere westerlingen. Ze leert je te focussen op wat binnen je macht ligt en zo een
zekere gelijkmoedigheid te bereiken. Pigliucci combineert een glasheldere uitleg van
deze tijdloze filosofie met persoonlijke voorbeelden. Ten slotte formuleert hij twaalf
leefregels voor de moderne stoïcijn.
Nietzsche - A Beginner's Guide introduces you to the life and work of of one of the most
widely-read philosphers in the modern world. Use this introductory guide to help you
unravel his philosophy and explore his works.
Who isn't curious to know what life is like after we die? In this humorous yet thoughtprovoking glimpse into other realms, David Staume asks you to open your mind and
leave your body behind as he takes you on a tour of the afterlife. Find out everything
you need to know about the astral realm: how to get around, what's going on, and who
and what you might bump into on your travels. Explore the big questions regarding the
whys and wherefores of existence: Is there a hell? What about reincarnation? Who am
I? Who is God? The Beginners Guide for the Recently Deceased also offers practical
tips on how to use your new understanding to make life better on the physical plane.
A concise and very readable summary of Nietzsche's Beyond Goodand Evil, geared
toward students embarking on their studies andgeneral readers. It is an ideal
companion for those new to thestudy of this challenging and often misunderstood
classic. Offers clear explanations of the central themes and ideas,terminology, and
arguments Includes a glossary of difficult terms as well as helpfulbiographical and
historical information Illustrates arguments and ideas with useful tables, diagrams,and
images; and includes references to further readings Forms part of a series of Guides
designed specifically forA-level philosophy students by an experienced teacher and
founderof the popular website Philosophy Online
Politicians invoke grand ideas: social justice, democracy, community, liberty, equality.
But what do these ideas really mean? How can politicians across the political spectrum
appeal to the same values? This fourth edition of Adam Swift's highly readable
introduction to political philosophy answers these important questions, and includes
new material on issues such as nationalism, immigration and multiculturalism, as well
as updated guides to further reading. This lively and accessible book is ideal for
students, but it also brings the insights of the world's leading political philosophers to a
wide general audience. Using plenty of examples, it equips readers to think for
themselves about the ideas that shape political life. Democracy works best when both
politicians and voters move beyond rhetoric to think clearly and carefully about the
values and principles that should govern their society. But clear thinking is difficult in an
age when established orthodoxies have fallen by the wayside and political debate is
becoming increasingly tribal and raucous. Bringing political philosophy out of the ivory
tower and within the reach of all, this book provides us with tools to cut through the
complexities and penetrate the smokescreens of modern politics. In so doing, it makes
a valuable contribution to the democratic process and this new edition will continue to
be essential reading for students of political philosophy and theory.
Both students and professors typically assume that the content of introductory
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psychology textbooks, which are empirical in nature, are identical to psychology proper.
Yet, what is surprising is how many interesting psychological insights can be found in
both philosophy and literature that are often not found in psychology texts. Such
insights are clearly psychological in nature, yet they do not go back to any empirical
investigation. It seems that basic psychology textbooks—typically providing the basis for
undergraduate and graduate psychology programs—represent only one important
dimension of psychology: empirical psychology. But there is no simple, co-extensive
identity between psychology and empirical psychology. ‘The Philosophical Dimension
of Psychology: A Beginner’s Guide’ begins with an investigation of what constitutes
the subject matter of psychology, which demonstrates the aspects of psychological
reality that are ignored, missed or at times even theoretically denied by mainline
contemporary psychology (if they lack an empirical warrant). Such matters include inner
conscious experience, the world of intrinsic value, as well as the higher, uniquely
personal dimension of human nature (that is, of intellect and will). This book, therefore,
offers a more complete survey of the entire sphere of psychological reality, which could
provide the context for more properly interpreting empirical psychological phenomena.
For example, should we understand psychological conditioning principles within a
broader context of personal freedom? Is a person more rightly conceived in a
psychologically immanent way, that is, oriented simply toward the fulfillment of instincts
and needs, or is there as well a transcendent orientation, oriented to truth and
meaning? Should we understand psychology simply from the point of view of efficient
causation, or do we need to also take into account final causation? It will be of interest
to psychology students of either undergraduate or graduate level and of great use to
those with no prior knowledge of philosophy.
In this lively and entertaining introduction to the philosophy of mind, Edward Feser
explores the questions central to the discipline; such as 'do computers think', and 'what
is consciousness'; and gives an account of all the most important and significant
attempts that have been made to answer them.
Designed specifically for students with no background knowledge in the subject, this
accessible introduction covers all of the basic concepts and major theories in the
philosophy of mind. Topics discussed include dualism, behaviorism, the identity theory,
functionalism, the computational theory of mind, connectionism, physicalism, mental
causation, and consciousness. The text is enhanced by chapter summaries, a glossary,
suggestions for further reading, and self-assessment questions.
Try These Simple, Virtuous, And Powerful Stoic Principles To Immediately Live A Better
Life! Are you tired of not living to your full potential? If you are, then read this book!
People all around the world are learning about stoicism because they're facing the
same frustrations as you. Conquer your goals the right way with the easy to implement
instructions and guidelines found in this book. If you follow the simple, beginner-friendly
steps in this book I guarantee you will start to see a positive change in your mind, life,
body, and spirit. The fundamentals of stoicism are not hard to learn or master. This is
exactly where I see the biggest problem with people trying to chase their goals, many
search for hours trying to find the "secret" or "hack" to get what they want when all they
have to do is conquer the basics of their mind to see success. Fixing your perspective
is the first and biggest step to start seeing positive changes in your life which is why this
book focuses on perfecting this craft. Mastering the fundamentals has not only worked
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for me, but for thousands of others who have tried them and have seen permanent
success. Find yourself some time and learn the basics of Stoic philosophy, and to do
just that, you need this book. Interview with the Author, Allan Knight Q - What made you
want to write this book? A - When I first became a stoic I found it really hard to find a
book that gave a good overview of the philosophy as a whole. For instance, I saw how
to stoic history, stoic quotes,, the Daily Stoic, but all I wanted to know was how to use
the teachings to improve my life in a very easy to read format. So I made this book! The
thesis is, "stoicism made simple!" I'm very happy with the reception this book has
received, I think beginners wanted a guide just like this! Q - Who is this book for? A This is a stoic guide for beginners. I'm not an expert philosopher by any means, I just
wanted to put together a simple stoic living guide and share it with the world. These
teachings and insights from great minds such as Marcus Aurelius, Seneca, and
Epictetus change how you live your life and are easy to put into practice, I hope
everyone loves them as much as I do. Q - What exactly will people find inside this
book? A - People will find a lot to digest in this book: Here's a preview of what you'll
learn... The Basics Of Stoicism Stoicism In Our New Generation A Brief History Of The
Philosophy 18 Stoic Exercises That Will Revolutionize Your Perception Of Life How
Stoicism Compares To Cynicism And Epicureanism How To Become A Stoic Leader
How To Become A Stoic Parent 49 Stoic Quotes To Ponder And Much, Much More!
Click the BUY button and start living like a stoic Today!
Philosophy: A Beginner's Guide is unique in its approach to introducing philosophy. Its
succinct and self-contained chapters make this jargon-free text accessible to people
who have had little or no previous contact with philosophy. In this new, revised and
extended edition of the popular student text, Teichman and Evans introduce philosophy
as it is studied in mainstream colleges and universities. Assuming no previous contact
with philosophy, the authors guide the reader through the most central and important
questions of philosophy, including the nature of existence, knowledge, freedom,
feminism, God, morality, politics, science, reason, logic, and human purpose. This
edition includes a new chapter on scepticism.
A comprehensive examination of the struggle to reconcile philosophy and Islam. From
the introduction of Greek Philosophy into the Muslim world in the eighth century, right
through to modern times, Majid Fakhry charts the evolution and interaction of
philosophy, theology, and mysticism in the Islamic context. Highlighting key individuals,
movements, concepts and writings, Fakhry also explores the conflicts and
controversies between anti- and pro-philosophical parties that have characterised the
development of Islamic thought. The book also features coverage of: the translation of
ancient texts and their transmission to the Muslim world; the development of a
systematic philosophy in Islam; theology, mysticism and the development of Sufism;
Islam's interaction with western philosophy and theology; contemporary trends.

The quintessential guide to living a meaningful life without God. Why should we
believe in God without any evidence? How can there be meaning in life when
death is final? With historical adherents including such thinkers as Einstein,
Freud, Philip Pullman, and Frank Zappa, "Humanism"'s central quest is to make
sense of such questions, explaining the ethical and metaphysical by appealing to
shared human values, rationality, and tolerance. Essential reading for atheists,
agnostics, ignostics, freethinkers, rationalists, skeptics, and believers too, this
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Beginner's Guide will explain all aspects of the Humanist philosophy whilst
providing an alternative and valuable conception of life without religion.
Philosophy: a Beginner's Guide is unique in its approach to introducing
philosophy. Its succinct and self-contained chapters make this jargon-free text
accessible to people who have had little or no previous contact with philosophy.
A Beginner's Guide to Reality is an introduction to philosophy for people who
don't read philosophy. Jim Baggott's sources range from Aristotle to The Matrix.
He examines the major developments in Western philosophical thought on the
nature of reality, at each of three levels - social, perceptual and physical. (Do
money, colour, or photons exist?) The book systematically investigates these
levels, peeling away the assumptions we make about those parts of reality that
we take for granted.
Is democracy the best form of government? What does it mean to be ‘free’?
Why should we obey the government? In this highly accessible and engaging
new introductory textbook, Pete Woodcock examines all these questions and
more in a compact outline of the basics of political theory. He takes students stepby-step through the most important answers given by history’s most famous
thinkers to the most fundamental questions in politics, covering topics ranging
from liberty and justice to gender and revolution. This new 101 guide to the
basics of political theory contains all the essentials for students starting out in
political theory, while never being dull. It contains a range of features, including
textboxes, study questions and activities, to help students learn effectively. It will
be core reading for anyone doing an introductory course in political theory.
Philosophers didn’t always busy themselves with life’s big questions. The
earliest ancient philosophers were primarily concerned with the world of nature,
including phenomena such as earthquakes and eclipses. But one enigmatic
Greek named Socrates began to explore abstract ideas about human existence.
What makes us happy? What is the nature of the soul? And what is our purpose
in this universe? Professor William Prior elegantly guides readers through
philosophy’s formative years and key ancient texts. Organised into four themes nature, reality, the soul and ethics - Ancient Philosophy: A Beginner’s Guide is a
lively introduction to the great thinkers who still send our minds reeling today.
From Confucianism to Kant’s categorical imperative, from the Ancient Greeks to
Amnesty International, This essential volume presents ethics through a
fascinating global historical lens and relates it to everyday life and 21st-century
politics. Peter Cave traces the development of this key branch of philosophy up
to the present day, introducing readers to all the main schools of thought. With
his characteristic wit and clarity, Cave takes on good and evil, power and politics,
and liberalism and relativism, and handily guides us around some of the most
common potholes in ethical reasoning. Applying theory to contemporary concepts
like corporate social responsibility and bioethical issues such as so-called
designer babies, this is an indispensable primer on the subject.
This accessible primer explains the basics of Western thought in an easy-toPage 9/10
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understand manner for the beginning student of philosophy. Starting with basic
questions posed by the ancient Greeks, the book takes readers on an
entertaining odyssey through philosophic history. Illustrated.
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