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Explore the concept of formation in pastoral counseling from a variety of
perspectives Two dozen of the most prominent clinicians and scholars in the field
reflect on The Formation of Pastoral Counselors from clinical, theological and
theoretical perspectives. This unique book explores the challenges to the
personal and professional formation of pastoral counselors in a cultural and
historic context that’s radically different from the era when the profession first
emerged as a specialized ministry. Contributors examine formation from a variety
of contexts and perspectives, including spirituality and gender, address
theological education and intercultural issues, and present emerging models for
pastoral counselors. The Formation of Pastoral Counselors is a practical guide
for educators working to shape curricula and training programs to the shifting
context in which pastoral counselors are formed for ministry, service, and lifelong
learning. This unique book examines ideas about appropriate content and
processes for the formation of pastoral care professionals and looks at
specialized contextual training models that form their emerging identities. The
book’s contributors call on extensive experience in pastoral theology, care, and
counseling to explore the essential components of formation across different
contexts; how those contextual realities change the delivery systems; the
epistemological nature of formation; reasons for the limited roles that formal
theological education and spiritual experience seem to play at the moment; and
why formation is rarely formally addressed in pastoral counseling training. Topics
discussed in The Formation of Pastoral Counselors include: the turn to formation
the goals of theological education core elements of pastoral theology developing
spiritual practices diversity pastoral counseling training programs race and
ethnicity in the formation of pastoral counselors cultural identity intercultural
contexts practical relevancy in training gender identity and sexual orientation
economic disparity Models and practices examined in The Formation of Pastoral
Counselors include: parallel charting clinician narratives group supervision
Benedictine spirituality academic and clinical training at the Claremont School of
Theology the model of formation at the Virginia Institute of Pastoral Care
(VIPCare) and much more The Formation of Pastoral Counselors is an essential
guide for pastoral counselors, faculty in pastoral theological care and counseling,
and training directors in pastoral counseling centers.
Many pastors today see themselves primarily as counselors, leaders, and
motivators. Yet this often comes at the expense of the fundamental reality of the
pastorate as a theological office. The most important role is to be a theologian
mediating God to the people. The church needs pastors who can contextualize
biblical wisdom in Christian living to help their congregations think theologically
about all aspects of their lives, such as work, end-of-life decisions, political
involvement, and entertainment choices. Drawing on the Bible, key figures from
church history, and Christian theology, this book offers a clarion call for pastors to
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serve as public theologians in their congregations and communities. It is
designed to be engaging reading for busy pastors and includes pastoral
reflections on the theological task from twelve working pastors, including Kevin
DeYoung and Cornelius Plantinga.
Pastors are increasingly tempted to view themselves as high-powered CEOs.
Wiersbe reminds them of the biblical model: shepherds to God's people. Practical
and encouraging.
Clergy, students of pastoral care, and lay visitation volunteers will find Nancy
Gorsuch an effective guide in developing an intentional, proactive program of
pastoral visitation in the local church. To increase the pastoral visitor's positive
experiences of effectiveness, the author presents basic "how to" information in a
straightforward manner characterized by vivid illustrations and case studies. The
book provides a theological basis for pastoral visitation and goes on to explore
the types and purposes of visitation, preparation and resources, training and
basic helping skills, assessment and follow-up, and methods of sustaining
pastoral visitation as a means of building a caring community of faith.
Virtue theory has become an important development in Christian ethics. Efforts
are made in this volume to bring pastoral theology into conversation with these
developments. This book probes the philosophical theology of Jonathan
Edwards, who proposed that virtue is a form of beauty defined as "consent to
being." This leads to the notion of compassion as ontological consent. Since
language is the vehicle by which our experiences are conveyed, the book probes
the issue of how moral vision is expressed in "experience-near" language
through parable, poem, and lament. Moral vision is articulated most adequately
through such language, and finding it is a kind of quest. The last chapter is a
proposal for a mature pastoral theology of virtue as an expansion of Edwards's
concept of "consent to being" from the vantage point of pastoral theology. A
dynamic vision of virtue requires some connection between the experience of
suffering and the inward striving toward the greatest good. The essence of virtue
can be best understood, from a pastoral theological perspective, as the relational
dynamic of "suffering with" another human being.
Practical applications, theological foundations, and valuable information for the
student beginning a youth ministry.
Pierre-André Liégé, one of the foremost French theologians of the 20th century,
influenced John XXIII and Paul VI, and sat on Vatican II committees with both the
future John Paul II and Benedict VI. Fifty years on from Vatican II is a good time
to remember the decade of dramatic struggle and pioneering work that preceded
it, and review what it accomplished. This book explores the life and work of PierreAndré Liégé, presenting it to an English speaking readership for the first time.
Discussing the impact and profound challenges Liege’s work raises for
spirituality and church life today, Bradbury tackles issues including: the
organisation of parish life rooted in theological criteria; cradle to grave corporate
Christian formation; a compelling vision of what the church is for and why, and
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how should this be expressed in practice. Bradbury argues that for faith to match
real life, the church today needs to let go of much baggage, align its talk to its
action, and radically re-examine the question of what the church needs to do to
conform to the Gospel. This book takes critical issues confronting practical
theology and the church, breaking them open in a lively and accessible style.
The Journal of Biblical and Theological Studies (JBTS) is an academic journal
focused on the fields of Bible and Theology from an inter-denominational point of
view. The journal is comprised of an editorial board of scholars that represent
several academic institutions throughout the world. JBTS is concerned with
presenting high-level original scholarship in an approachable way. Academic
journals are often written by scholars for other scholars. They are technical in
nature, assuming a robust knowledge of the field. There are fewer journals that
seek to introduce biblical and theological scholarship that is also accessible to
students. JBTS seeks to provide high-level scholarship and research to both
scholars and students, which results in original scholarship that is readable and
accessible. As an inter-denominational journal JBTS is broadly evangelical. We
accept contributions in all theological disciplines from any evangelical
perspective. In particular, we encourage articles and book reviews within the
fields of Old Testament, New Testament, Biblical Theology, Church History,
Systematic Theology, Practical Theology, Philosophical Theology, Philosophy,
and Ethics.
Encouraging, insightful, and challenging, Pastoral Ministry is designed for a new
generation of shepherds who seek to lead with the passion of the apostles. Written by
MacArthur and his colleagues at The Master's Seminary, this guide outlines the biblical
priorities essential to effective ministry. Other contributors include: Richard L. Mayhue,
James F. Stitzinger, Alex D. Montoya, James M. George, Irvin A. Busenitz, James E.
Rosscup, Donard G. McDougall, Robert L. Thomas, David C. Deuel, George J. Zemek,
and S. Lance Quinn.
Purves proposes a thoughtful reading of early classical texts to provide insight into
contemporary pastoral work.
This book presents a unique blend of theological reflection on listening, new and tested
research on listening as it relates to church leadership, and suggested forms of
listening education and skills assessment in a continual effort to locate and understand
listening as the heart of effective and faithful ministry.
This collection of essays considers topics in pastoral theology, pastoral care and
counseling, pastoral leadership, and social work, and attends to challenges and
opportunities pertaining to the support and care of persons in need. Of interest to
ministers, chaplains, pastoral counselors, and social workers, these essays focus
particularly on human experiences, needs, or concerns that relate to matters of mental
health and religious faith or spirituality. Converging Horizons demonstrates approaches
to integrative work that draws on multiple fields of theory and practice in service to the
goal of providing a range of caregivers with ways to both conceptualize and engage
their important work.
"This is a must read for practical theologians everywhere... there is an engaging, even
Page 3/10

Where To Download Pastoral Theology Essentials Of Ministry
unique, freshness in the manner in which the [authors] choose their topics and develop
their insights". Rev. Dr. Gerald A. Arbuckle, S.M., Consultant Anthropologist and Codirector, Refounding and Pastoral Development Unit, Sydney, Australia. "This volume
breaks new ground in providing a deeply contextual work of practical theology from
Oceania... The volume presents a dialogical practical theology that is open to wisdom
from all sources and seeks mystical-political transformation... a much-needed
contribution to the international conversation in practical theology and to the global
church". Associate Professor Claire Wolfteich, Co-Director, Center for Practical
Theology, Boston University, U.S.A; President of the International Academy of Practical
Theology.
Human flourishing is an ever-expanding concept that crosses geographic, ethnic,
cultural, and religious lines as persons, both individually and corporately, seek to find
happiness, fulfillment, and purpose. This book brings together well-established and
burgeoning Wesleyan scholars to consider not only John and Charles Wesley’s
understanding of human flourishing but the broader Wesleyan perspectives on
contemporary issues such as calling, creation care, healthcare, education,
technological enhancements, death and dying, and more. Throughout these chapters
the complexities and challenges of life, both past and present, are explored and
grappled with, and we are reminded over and again that God is the ultimate source of
flourishing.
When it comes to talking about the activity of directing the church, the language of
leadership and leaders is increasingly popular. Yet what is leadership – and how might
theological narratives better resource the discourse and practice of leadership in
ecclesial contexts? In identifying and critiquing managerialism as a dominant narrative
of leadership in the Western church, this book calls for an alternative approach founded
on the concept of friendship. Engaging with the wider field of leadership studies, the
book establishes an understanding of leadership activity and brings it into conversation
with an incarnational ecclesiology. The result is a prophetic reimagining of ecclesial
leadership in terms of a relational, kenotic praxis. This praxis of mutuality and love is
framed here in the rich language of Christian friendship. The book also wrestles deeply
with the embodiment of such a praxis, making explicit the power behaviours typical of
friendship-leadership and offering constructive guidance for practitioners in the task of
implementation within a complex and fractured world. This book offers a new vision of
the centrality of friendship to leadership of a healthy church community. As such, it will
be of great use to scholars of practical theology, ecclesiology and leadership, as well as
practitioners in church ministry.
In Pastoral Care in the Classical Tradition, Andrew Purves argued that pastoral care
and theology has long ignored Scripture and Christian doctrine, and pastoral practice
has become secularized in both method and goal, the fiefdom of psychology and the
social sciences. He builds further on this idea here, presenting a christological basis for
ministry and pastoral theology.
Classifying pastoral care as an applied theology suggests that it stems from a separate and
pure theology. In this new volume, R. John Elford contends that pastoral concerns and actions
are not products of theology, but in fact are the catalysts that prompt and necessitate it. Elford
offers a detailed critical analysis of the relationship between theology and pastoral care and
compares how different faith traditions understand the pastoral. He traces how shifting
historical circumstances and perceptions of pastoral need spurred changes in theological
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understanding, and he asserts the need for these traditions to be in conversation with modern
culture. In closing, The Pastoral Nature of Theology considers the role of morality in pastoral
care and how contemporary issues often bring about profound theological problems.
Building on the groundbreaking original work with the same title, these articles focus on current
issues, such as certain life stages, special populations, the devalued and abused, the addicted
and special issues of the 1990's.
When the organization and structure of the church in America was altered in the early 1900s to
meet modern demands, the role of the pastorate became more specialized to adapt to the
burdens of the new, “efficient” structure. In 1920, Gaines Dobbins utilized the business
efficiency model at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary to formulate a distinct ecclesiology.
Discontent with traditional methods of instruction in theological education, Dobbins sought to
implement theories and methodologies from modern educationalists. He adopted a
psychologized educational methodology and utilized the psychology of religion as an empirical
measure of the soul, human nature, and human behavior. Use of the social sciences seemed
to grant Dobbins, as a practitioner, academic respectability within the realm of theological
education. Both the professionalization that resulted from Dobbins’s efficiency standards, and
a working theory of human nature derived from psychological models, were synthesized into a
specialized system of pastoral care. Dobbins followed the new shape of pastoral theology in
America, adopting Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) as the model for pastoral training. As a
result, CPE became an integral part of the curriculum at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary for over sixty years, and spread to influence many other SBC entities.
This much-needed book fully integrates principles of pastoral care, leadership, and theology to
restore to ministers a clearly defined pastoral identity. Moving from a critique of inadequate
models for ministry -- from community organizer to T. V. evangelist -- Oden develops a more
classical model, rich in its references to the past and compatible both with Christian faith and
theology through the ages and with current needs. Reconciling classical tradition with practice,
Pastoral Theology will be a standard resource and reference in the field. Oden distills the best
ideas of the two millennia of ecumenical Christian thinking concerning what pastors are and
do. Pastoral Theology provides the foundational knowledge of the pastoral office requisite to
the practice of ministry. It will be of interest to persons preparing for ordination in its review of
key issues; at the same time, Pastoral Theology will appeal to all those who have considered
entering the ministry, those who want to know more about what clergy do and why, and those
ministers who want to review their ongoing work in the light of a systematic reflection on the
pastoral gifts and tasks.
Theological education has historically placed a strong emphasis on Scripture as the source of
principle and practice for ministry. However, when it comes to the arena of counseling, this has
largely not been the case. Focusing on the significant influence of Wayne Edward Oates
(1917–1999), the author seeks to explore how and why the American Protestant church arrived
at the place where psychological counseling has become the norm and biblical counseling is
treated as novel. A detailed study of Oates’ anthropology, which served as the heart of his
counseling theory and practice, demonstrates that it was shaped and informed by secular
concepts, values, and principles instead of what God has to say about who we are as people,
what plagues our souls, and where we find our true hope and healing. This subtle shift from the
theological to the therapeutic has contributed to a much broader view from many in the church
that counseling is more of a clinical and professional service rather than a personal or pastoral
ministry of the Scriptures. Through these unsettling warnings and implications, the author
hopes that the church will see the importance of once again engaging with the God-glorifying,
Christ-honoring, and Spirit-empowering ministry of counseling.
In today's world the challenge of care is how to respond to people's emotional as well as their
economic circumstances. How can we be respectful of the individual and the community in
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ways that affirm both? How are we to live respectfully with difference and ambiguity? Where
shall we find our models of life and care from--the dominant Western or else some kind of
global perspective that includes indigenous knowledge? In our theologies do we continue to
privilege the study of abstract, conceptual theory or do we give place to pragmatic, aesthetic,
and nonverbal forms? In the face of increasing extremism, terrorism, and violence, is it
possible to make a sensible choice between radical relativism and absolute essentialism? Are
we to be drawn towards the various expressions of religion or to the opportunities and
ambiguities of spirituality as it is called upon in many societies today? With the scarce
resources available or allocated to health care in many national budgets across the world, shall
we give greater attention to the eradication of disease through increasingly advanced
technologies and therapeutic strategies or to the promotion of health through primary health
care and public health education? Pastoral Theology in an Intercultural World presents
practical theological resources for the broad vision, deep passion, and thoughtful action
needed for pastoral care in the twenty-first century.
The emergence of Pentecostalism in Ghana has attracted a massive following and generated
institutions that have significantly impacted Christian discourse and national life. The
movement has produced prominent leaders who have developed exemplary Christian
education programs and generated volumes of Christian literature unprecedented in Ghanaian
Christianity. Nevertheless, public opinion often upbraids church leaders for unethical conduct.
Despite the concern for high moral standards set by Pentecostal church polity and ministerial
ethical codes, reports of Pentecostal ministerial misconduct appear regularly in the media.
Although congregation members and perceptive public observers appreciate the constructive
moral impact of Pentecostal ministers, instances of promiscuity, power abuse, financial
misappropriation, and superstition reveal a gap between ethical ideals and practice. As this
research reveals, factors behind unethical ministerial conduct include inadequate training, poor
accountability, and a general low level of ethical reflection. Good Pastors, Bad Pastors
suggests that a multidimensional approach of responsible reportage, emphatic moral
education, appropriate but sympathetic response to moral failure, and peer-review
accountability could help uphold a higher standard of ministerial ethics.
Pastoral Ministry brings together the mandate of God, the needs of the sheep, and the model
of the good Shepherd to uniquely inspire and equip you to fulfill your ministry as a shepherd.

In Theological Context for Pastoral Caregiving, Howard W. Stone helps his fellow
pastors and worship leaders provide effective and faithful pastoral care and
counseling through the study of the correlation between pastoral care and
theology. You will learn that in order for pastoral care to be effective it must have
a theological base to shape the caregiving experience. At the same time,
theology must be informed by the needs and experiences of the people being
served and by the ministry of pastoral care. By relating these two issues, you
gain a unique viewpoint not offered by books with simply a psychological focus.
The author draws from his day-to-day clinical practice of pastoral care and
counseling to show how pastoral care and theology can be brought together.
Through Howard Stone’s work, the reader learns of: an overview of pastoral care
and counseling today how to provide a pastoral assessment of the persons
served the author’s theological understanding of the ministry of pastoral care
and counseling methods for correlating theology and pastoral care how spiritual
direction as a discipline can help pastoral care and counseling ministry regain a
solid theological base theological themes that might be more explicitly and
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intentionally related to pastoral care Theological Context for Pastoral Caregiving
provides useful information for parish pastors, people in training to be parish
pastors, and specialists in the field of pastoral care counseling. As one of the
easiest-to-read books on this subject, it can also be used as a text for graduatelevel classes in courses such as Theology and Pastoral Care, Pastoral Theology,
and Practical Theology. With this book, seminary students will finally be able to
relate the practical things learned in pastoral counseling classes with what is
learned in theology classes.
The Center for Pastor Theologians (CPT) seeks to overcome the bifurcation that
has developed between the roles of pastor and theologian. Based on the first
CPT conference in 2015, this volume brings together the reflections of church
leaders and academic theologians to consider how these roles might be
reconnected once again.
Generations of clergy have been accustomed to assume that pastoral training is
concerned with the practical side of their ministry: how to organize, how to visit,
how to hold the baby when baptizing. Ultimate questions of purpose and value
were ignored. Often this can still be the case, but such an approach inevitably
seems superficial when the question haunting any minister explicit or unspoken,
is 'what am I for?' This is the question which Frank Wright never allows to be
forgotten. Without vision, he argues, there can be no effective pastoral ministry.
And vision means above all the refusal to escape into clerical havens of parochial
organization and liturgical reform and the acceptance of the real demands made
on anyone who tries to be a real pastor and counsellor. This book is short, vivid,
down-to-earth and easy to read; at the same time it is demanding reading,
because what it recognizes as the essentials of the ministry ask so much:
openness, insight, self-awareness, unlimited caring. Paradoxically, much of what
Frank Wright says stresses the essential humanness of the pastor and his
ministry, blurring yet further the lines between priesthood and the rest of the
world; yet as in so many other spheres, loss is gain, and what finally emerges is
indeed a vision which could give new purpose to pastoral care. `This is a very
good book. In my opinion it is a must for all clergy and ordinands, no matter of
what denomination and churchmanship. Because of its direct simplicity of style,
combined with the depth and insight of its message, I would also hope that it
would reach a much wider readership among all those who are concerned with
pastoral ministry, ordained or lay' (Theology). `If it were possible I would make a
present of this book to all who are "called to minister" on the strict condition they
read it again and again' (Methodist Recorder).
Only a few decades past, academia tended to scoff at the very idea of serious
Pentecostal theology. Today profound and variegated theological implications of
this dynamic movement are the object of exploration and development across the
entire spectrum of the Christian theological corpus. Arguably, an acute need has
arisen for identification and evaluation of the Pentecostal movement's original
and ongoing theological ""essentials."" What is Pentecostal theology really all
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about anyway? This volume realizes that Pentecostal theology is at its heart a
working theology undergirding and energizing believers' worship of God in prayer
and praise, in holy living, and in witness to a personal experience of the risen
Lord and Savior manifested in the continuing power of the Holy Spirit. Authentic
implementation, if not explicit articulation, of fervent Pentecostal theology often
occurs in the vitality of local churches, house fellowships, and various mission
settings in America and around the world. Birthed in the fires of revival
movements, essential Pentecostalism, including Pentecostal theology, continues
to burn brightest wherever it is fueled most directly.
Through the course of their work with people engaged in ministries of various
kinds - spiritual directors, healthcare chaplains, local clergy, theological
educators, youth workers, the authors of this groundbreaking book have become
convinced of the need to provide a practical guide to the practice of pastoral
supervision understood as a core discipline of the Christian church and enriched
by the best of what other supervision disciplines have to offer. Each chapter
focuses on a different aspect of pastoral supervision, embedding it theologically
and offering rooted examples from their own practice. At the end of each chapter
practical exercises are offered to help the reader reflect on their own practice and
tools are suggested for use with supervision groups and in work with individuals.
This book is written from a theological perspective. It explains certain concepts of
what is expected of a pastor in pastoral ministry. The pages of this book contain
the definition of a pastor in details. This book also highlights if a pastor is called
divinely by God or if he is self appointed. It also asks the question, Can anyone
be or become a pastor? Which it then answers. A Shepherds Responsibilities in
Pastoral Ministry lists in details the distinguishing qualification and characteristics
of a pastor or a man or woman of God, which includes being able to display
spiritual maturity, having good financial uprightness, and having the muchneeded gift of the Holy Spirit to activate the spirit of discernment. The overall
representation is that they must be a good ambassador in displaying the Lord
who had called them to lead His people. This book also informs us of certain
personal and spiritual objectives of the leader/pastor, such as he or she must be
devoted to their immediate family, exercise self-control, have an active prayer
life, and have the ability to be gentle and humble in spirit. Not only are the
pastors responsible to personally maintain their behaviors, they are called to
show forth their spiritual responsibilities as well. These pages give examples of
the pastors function in ministering the word of God by teaching, preaching, and
offering sacraments (e.g., marriage). The climax points to the good shepherd that
is Jesus Christ, the One who implemented the Christian church, which is still
standing and making her mark in todays society.
This book draws on the combined experience of a located minister, pastoral
scholar and former hospital chaplain. First, it introduces the basic elements of
pastoral care in a clear and concise way….It then discusses the basic tenants of
crisis theory and provide guidelines for performing and effective intervention and
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referral. The first unit concludes by focusing on some special issues that occur in
pastoral care (e.g., grief and burnout). Second, it introduces several tools and
ideas that can be used practically in a number of pastoral care and crisis
situations….These are not offered as a “checklist” agenda for a minister to follow
when you visit someone in the hospital or are called upon to intervene in a crisis.
Yet they are offered as a way of easing our internal fears about sitting with
someone in the midst of their pain and suffering.
What does it mean to be engaged in Christian ministry in a shifting spiritual and
religious landscape? Stephen Burns invites readers to think anew about the
distinctiveness of public practices of pastoral presence. Rather than narrowly
defining pastoral care and pastoral theology (pastoral counseling, preaching,
youth groups, visits to elders, etc.) and theological academic categories (history,
pastoral theology, liturgy, ethics and contemporary sociology), he argues for a
new imagination and practice of pastoral presence - a presence that is
representative, public, integrated, and expansive. * Financial wellness book for
individuals; views financial planning and decision-making through the lens of
personal spirituality * Respected workshop leader and CREDO faculty member *
Study guide included
Nothing provided
In this book, Rev. Dr. Samuel Ayete-Nyampong has revealed his passion for the good quality
of life for the ageing population in Africa and the development of Pastoral Gerontology courses
in Theological Institutions across Africa. This book is a resource material for building the
capacity of church leaders in the provision of care and support for the ageing population in
Africa. All who read this book will find it inspiring, full of deep thoughts, and a challenge to the
church and state, thereby provoking sensitivity to the needs of the ageing population in Africa.
This book is highly recommended for church leaders, theological students, students of
Gerontology and to all who have a passion to promote the quality of life of the ageing
population.
This ground-breaking book provides an in-depth analysis of the theory and practice of sports
chaplaincy in a global context. Written in an accessible style, yet based on academic evidence
and theory, the contributors include those leading major national chaplaincy organisations
located in the UK, US, Australia and Continental Europe, as well as chaplains and sport
psychologists working in elite and amateur sport and those involved in teaching pastoral
theology. Providing a rich and informative source of knowledge and inspiration for practitioners,
athletes, academics and those interested in the general relationship between sport and faith,
contributors also address the provision of sports chaplaincy at sporting mega-events, including
the Olympic Games. This much needed overview of chaplaincy provision in sport across a
range of national and international contexts and settings, including both catholic and protestant
perspectives, is the first collection of its kind to bring together leading scholars in sports
chaplaincy with a view to providing professional accreditation and training amidst the fastemerging field of sports theology.
An expert in the field of pastoral care, John Patton demonstrates that pastoral care is a
ministry of the church. He focuses on the community of faith as an authorizer and source of
care and upon the relationship between the pastor and a caring community. Patton identifies
and compares three paradigms of pastoral care: the classical, the clinical pastoral, and the
communal contextual. This third paradigm emphasizes the caring community and the various
contexts for care rather than focusing on pastoral care as the work of the ordained pastor.
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The essentials of pastoral care involve the pastor's distinctive task of caring for those who are
estranged--the lost sheep. Taken from the biblical image of the shepherd, the pastor by virtue
of his or her professional calling cultivates wise judgment in order to hear the hurting and offer
guidance, reconciliation, healing, sustaining presence, and empowerment to those in need.
This book will outline the quintessential elements pastors need to wisely minister in today's
context by discussing four major kinds of lostness: grief, illness, abuse, and family challenges.
The purpose of the Abingdon Essential Guides is to fulfill the need for brief, substantive, yet
highly accessible introductions to the core disciples in biblical, theological, and religious
studies. Drawing on the best in current scholarship, written with the need of students foremost
in mind, addressed to learners in a number of contexts, Essential Guides will be the first choice
of those who wish to acquaint themselves or their students with the broad scope of issues,
perspectives, and subject matters within biblical and religious studies.
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