Read Book Museums And Communities The
Politics Of Public Culture

Museums And Communities The
Politics Of Public Culture
Rethinking Evolution in the Museum explores the
ways diverse natural history museum audiences
imagine their evolutionary heritage. In particular, the
book considers how the meanings constructed by
audiences of museum exhibitions are a product of
dynamic interplay between museum iconography
and powerful images museum visitors bring with
them to the museum. In doing so, the book illustrates
how the preconceived images held by museum
audiences about anthropology, Africa, and the
museum itself strongly impact the human origins
exhibition experience. Although museological theory
has come increasingly to recognize that museum
audiences ‘make meaning’ in exhibitions, or make
their own complex interpretations of museum
exhibitions, few scholars have explicitly asked how.
Rethinking Evolution in the Museum, however,
provides a rare window into visitor perceptions at
four world-class museums—the Natural History
Museum and Horniman Museum in London, the
National Museums of Kenya in Nairobi and the
American Museum of Natural History in New York.
Through rigorous and novel mixed methods
(quantitative and qualitative) covering nearly 500
museum visitors, this innovative study shows that
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audiences of human origins exhibitions interpret
evolution exhibitions through a profoundly complex
convergence of personal, political, intellectual,
emotional and cultural interpretive strategies. This
book also reveals that natural history museum
visitors often respond to museum exhibitions
similarly because they use common cultural tools
picked up from globalized popular media circulating
outside of the museum. One tool of particular
interest is the notion that human evolution has
proceeded linearly from a bestial African prehistory
to a civilized European present. Despite critical
growths in anthropological science and museum
displays, the outdated Victorian progress motif
lingers persistently in popular media and the popular
imagination. Rethinking Evolution in the Museum
sheds light on our relationship with natural history
museums and will be crucial to those people
interested in understanding the connection between
the visitor, the museum and media culture outside of
the museum context.
In this how-to guide, practitioners at cultural heritage
venues share their experiences in building
sustainable relationships with their geographic and
demographic communities. The volume includes
practical discussions of activity types that museums
can employ to build relationships with their
communities including education, advocacy, cocreative, while serving as a community asset and
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resource. Case studies include direct application of
successes and lessons learned with an emphasis on
small to medium sized institutions with limited staff
and budgets. Highlights include: Thematic
discussions on topics such as building an advocacy
network between the museum and community;
developing cultural heritage institutions as critical
and essential components of educational systems;
museum response to community expressed needs
through a co-creative approach; the varied means
for developing community members as cultural
heritage stakeholders; and positioning the cultural
heritage institution as an integral community asset.
Twenty case studies directly apply the thematic
discussions in small to medium-sized museum
contexts. Extensive list of resources including digital
links to forms, workbooks, and guides produced in
the case studies. A list of national organizations and
an extensive bibliography on community museum
engagement. Specifically addressed to smaller
institutions with limited budgets and limited or no fulltime staff, the volume includes cost-effective projects
that can be completed for $1,500 or less.
Comparative case studies of how memories of World
War II have been constructed and revised in France,
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Poland, Italy, and the
USSR (Russia).
This volume combines some of the most influential
published research in this emerging field with newly
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commissioned essays on the issues, problems and
lessons involved in collaborating museums and
source communities. Focusing on museums in the
UK, North America and the Pacific, the book
highlights three areas which demonstrate the new
developments most clearly: the museum as field site
or 'contact zone' - a place which source community
members enter for purposes of consultation and
collaboration visual repatriation - the use of
photography to return images of ancestors, historical
moments and material heritage to source
communities exhibition case studies - these are
discussed to reveal the implications of cross-cultural
and collaborative research for museums, and how
such projects have challenged established attitudes
and practices. As the first overview of its kind, this
collection will be essential reading for museum staff
working with source communities, for community
members involved with museum programmes, and
for students and academics in museum studies and
social anthropology.
Curating the Future: Museums, Communities and
Climate Change explores the way museums tackle
the broad global issue of climate change. It explores
the power of real objects and collections to stir
hearts and minds, to engage communities affected
by change. Museums work through exhibitions,
events, and specific collection projects to reach
different communities in different ways. The book
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emphasises the moral responsibilities of museums to
address climate change, not just by communicating
science but also by enabling people already affected
by changes to find their own ways of living with
global warming. There are museums of natural
history, of art and of social history. The focus of this
book is the museum communities, like those in the
Pacific, who have to find new ways to express their
culture in a new place. The book considers how
collections in museums might help future
generations stay in touch with their culture, even
where they have left their place. It asks what should
the people of the present be collecting for museums
in a climate-changed future? The book is rich with
practical museum experience and detailed projects,
as well as critical and philosophical analyses about
where a museum can intervene to speak to this
great conundrum of our times. Curating the Future is
essential reading for all those working in museums
and grappling with how to talk about climate change.
It also has academic applications in courses of
museology and museum studies, cultural studies,
heritage studies, digital humanities, design,
anthropology, and environmental humanities.
The Things about Museums constitutes a unique,
highly diverse collection of essays unprecedented in
existing books in either museum and heritage
studies or material culture studies. Taking varied
perspectives and presenting a range of case studies,
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the chapters all address objects in the context of
museums, galleries and/or the heritage sector more
broadly. Specifically, the book deals with how
objects are constructed in museums, the ways in
which visitors may directly experience those objects,
how objects are utilised within particular
representational strategies and forms, and the
challenges and opportunities presented by using
objects to communicate difficult and contested
matters. Topics and approaches examined in the
book are diverse, but include the objectification of
natural history specimens and museum registers;
materiality, immateriality, transience and absence;
subject/object boundaries; sensory,
phenomenological perspectives; the museumisation
of objects and collections; and the dangers inherent
in assuming that objects, interpretation and heritage
are ‘good’ for us.
Museums and Anthropology in the Age of
Engagement considers changes that have been
taking place in museum anthropology as it has been
responding to pressures to be more socially relevant,
useful, and accountable to diverse communities.
Based on the author’s own research and applied
work over the past 30 years, the book gives
examples of the wide-ranging work being carried out
today in museum anthropology as both an academic,
scholarly field and variety of applied, public
anthropology. While it examines major trends that
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characterize our current "age of engagement," the
book also critically examines the public role of
museums and anthropology in colonial and
postcolonial contexts, namely in the US, the
Netherlands, and Indonesia. Throughout the book,
Kreps questions what purposes and interests
museums and anthropology serve in these different
times and places. Museums and Anthropology in the
Age of Engagement is a valuable resource for
readers interested in an historical and comparative
study of museums and anthropology, and the forms
engagement has taken. It should be especially
useful to students and instructors looking for a text
that provides in one volume a history of museum
anthropology and methods for doing critical, reflexive
museum ethnography and collaborative work.
International, multi-disciplinary perspectives on the
key question of community engagement in theory
and practice in a diverse range of heritage settings.
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
An integrated approach to investigate, create, and
propose a model for the value creation of cultural
products is essential in maintaining its connection with erelationship marketing; this examination is important in
recognizing a common perspective. The Handbook of
Research on Management of Cultural Products: ERelationship Marketing and Accessibility Perspectives
examines the potential value of cultural products and
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how the support of new technologies can enable nonconventional and social-media marketing relationships.
This book aims to highlight an emerging subject area in
the field of financial management, management of value
creation, and marketing that will be essential for
scientists, researchers, and practitioners.
From new museum construction to the re-purposing of
colonial monuments, and from essentialized narratives to
spaces which encourage visitors to dream, this book
explores the development and influence of national
museums in three contemporary Asian societies –
Singapore, Hong Kong, and Macau.
Heritage’s revival as a respected academic subject has,
in part, resulted from an increased awareness and
understanding of indigenous rights and non-Western
philosophies and practices, and a growing respect for the
intangible. Heritage has, thus far, focused on
management, tourism and the traditionally ‘heritageminded’ disciplines, such as archaeology, geography,
and social and cultural theory. Widening the scope of
international heritage studies, A Museum Studies
Approach to Heritage explores heritage through new
areas of knowledge, including emotion and affect, the
politics of dissent, migration, and intercultural and
participatory dimensions of heritage. Drawing on a range
of disciplines and the best from established sources, the
book includes writing not typically recognised as
'heritage', but which, nevertheless, makes a valuable
contribution to the debate about what heritage is, what it
can do, and how it works and for whom. Including
heritage perspectives from beyond the professional
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sphere, the book serves as a reminder that heritage is
not just an academic concern, but a deeply felt and
keenly valued public and private practice. This blending
of traditional topics and emerging trends, established
theory and concepts from other disciplines offers readers
international views of the past and future of this growing
field. A Museum Studies Approach to Heritage offers a
wider, more current and more inclusive overview of
issues and practices in heritage and its intersection with
museums. As such, the book will be essential reading for
postgraduate students of heritage and museum studies.
It will also be of great interest to academics, practitioners
and anyone else who is interested in how we
conceptualise and use the past.
Museum Frictions is the third volume in a bestselling
series on culture, society, and museums. The first two
volumes in the series, Exhibiting Cultures and Museums
and Communities, have become defining books for those
interested in the politics of museum display and heritage
sites. Another classic in the making, Museum Frictions is
a lavishly illustrated examination of the significant and
varied effects of the increasingly globalized world on
contemporary museum, heritage, and exhibition practice.
The contributors—scholars, artists, and curators—present
case studies drawn from Africa, Australia, North and
South America, Europe, and Asia. Together they offer a
multifaceted analysis of the complex roles that national
and community museums, museums of art and history,
monuments, heritage sites, and theme parks play in
creating public cultures. Whether contrasting the
transformation of Africa’s oldest museum, the South
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Africa Museum, with one of its newest, the Lwandle
Migrant Labor Museum; offering an interpretation of the
audio guide at the Guggenheim Bilbao; reflecting on the
relative paucity of art museums in Peru and Cambodia;
considering representations of slavery in the United
States and Ghana; or meditating on the ramifications of
an exhibition of Australian aboriginal art at the Asia
Society in New York City, the contributors highlight the
frictions, contradictions, and collaborations emerging in
museums and heritage sites around the world. The
volume opens with an extensive introductory essay by
Ivan Karp and Corinne A. Kratz, leading scholars in
museum and heritage studies. Contributors. Tony
Bennett, David Bunn, Gustavo Buntinx, Cuauhtémoc
Camarena, Andrea Fraser, Martin Hall, Ivan Karp,
Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Corinne A. Kratz,
Christine Mullen Kreamer, Joseph Masco, Teresa
Morales, Howard Morphy, Ingrid Muan, Fred Myers, Ciraj
Rassool, Vicente Razo, Fath Davis Ruffins, Lynn
Szwaja, Krista A. Thompson, Leslie Witz, Tomás YbarraFrausto
Museums, Refugees and Communities explores the
ways in which museums in Germany, The Netherlands
and the UK have responded to the complexities and
ethical dilemmas involved in discussing the reasons for,
and issues surrounding, contemporary refugee
displacements. Building upon an ethnographic study
carried out in the UK with refugees from the Democratic
Republic of Congo, the book explores how object-led
approaches can inspire new ways of thinking about and
analysing refugees' experiences and European
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museums' work with their communities. Enlarging the
developing body of research on museums' increasing
engagement with human rights and focusing in particular
on the social, cultural and practical dimensions of
community engagement practices with refugees, the
book also aims to inform growing debates on museums
as sites of activism. Museums, Refugees and
Communities offers an innovative and interdisciplinary
examination of museum work with and about refugees.
As such, it should appeal to researchers, academics and
students engaged in the study of museums, heritage,
migration, ethics, community engagement, culture,
sociology and anthropology.
This reader provides a starting point and introductory
resource for anyone wishing to engage with certain key
issues relating to the heritage, museums and galleries
sector.
Across North America, hundreds of reconstructed Oliving
historyO sites, which traditionally presented history from
a primarily European perspective, have hired Native staff
in an attempt to communicate a broader view of the past.
Playing Ourselves explores this major shift in
representation, using detailed observations of five
historic sites in the U.S. and Canada to both discuss the
theoretical aspects of Native cultural performance and
advise interpreters and their managers on how to more
effectively present an inclusive history. Drawing on
anthropology, history, cultural performance, crosscultural encounters, material culture theory, and public
history, author Laura Peers examines Oliving historyO
sites as locations of cultural performance where core
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beliefs about society, cross-cultural relationships, and
history are performed. In the process, she emphasizes
how choices made in the communication of history can
both challenge these core beliefs about the past and
improve cross-cultural relations in the present.
This edited volume critically engages with contemporary
scholarship on museums and their engagement with the
communities they purport to serve and represent.
Foregrounding new curatorial strategies, it addresses a
significant gap in the available literature, exploring some
of the complex issues arising from recent approaches to
collaboration between museums and their communities.
The book unpacks taken-for-granted notions such as
scholarship, community, participation and collaboration,
which can gloss over the complexity of identities and
lead to tokenistic claims of inclusion by museums. Over
sixteen chapters, well-respected authors from the US,
Australia and Europe offer a timely critique to address
what happens when museums put community-minded
principles into practice, challenging readers to move
beyond shallow notions of political correctness that
ignore vital difference in this contested field. Contributors
address a wide range of key issues, asking pertinent
questions such as how museums negotiate the
complexities of integrating collaboration when the target
community is a living, fluid, changeable mass of people
with their own agendas and agency. When is
engagement real as opposed to symbolic, who benefits
from and who drives initiatives? What particular
challenges and benefits do artist collaborations bring?
Recognising the multiple perspectives of community
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participants is one thing, but how can museums
incorporate this successfully into exhibition practice?
Students of museum and cultural studies, practitioners
and everyone who cares about museums around the
world will find this volume essential reading.
Using case studies drawn from all areas of museum
studies, Museums and their Communities explores the
museums as a site of representation, identity and
memory, and considers how it can influence its
community. Focusing on the museum as an institution,
and its social and cultural setting, Sheila Watson
examines how museums use their roles as informers and
educators to empower, or to ignore, communities.
Looking at the current debates about the role of the
museum, she considers contested values in museum
functions and examines provision, power, ownership,
responsibility, and institutional issues. This book is of
great relevance for all disciplines as it explores and
questions the role of the museum in modern society.
This book traces the development of 'community
archaeology', identifying both its advantages and
disadvantages by describing how and why tensions have
arisen between archaeological and community
understandings of the past. The focus of this book is the
conceptual disjunction between heritage and data and
the problems this poses for both archaeologists and
communities in communicating and engaging with each
other. In order to explain the extent of the
miscommunication that can occur, the authors examine
the ways in which a range of community groups,
including communities of expertise, define and negotiate
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memory and identity. Importantly, they explore the ways
in which these expressions are used, or are taken up, in
struggles over cultural recognition - and ultimately, the
practical, ethical, political and theoretical implications this
has for archaeologists engaging in community work.
Finally, they argue that there are very real advantages
for archaeological research, theory and practice to be
gained from engaging with communities.
This book addresses the educational role museums play
from an international perspective. Ideally suited for all
museum staff and students of museum studies.
Over generations, human society has woven a rich
tapestry of culture, art, architecture, and history,
personified in artifacts, monuments, and landmarks
arrayed across the globe. Individual communities are
looking to exploit these local treasures for the benefit of
the travelers who come to see them. Hospitality, Travel,
and Tourism: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and
Applications considers the effect of cultural heritage and
destinations of interest on the global economy from the
viewpoints of both visitor and host. This broadly-focused,
multi-volume reference will provide unique insights for
travelers, business leaders, sightseers, cultural
preservationists, and others interested in the unique
variety of human ingenuity and innovation around the
world.
Contributors to this volume examine and illustrate
struggles and collab-orations among museums, festivals,
tourism, and historic preservation projects and the
communities they represent and serve. Essays include
the role of museums in civil society, the history of AfricanPage 14/21
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American collections, and experiments with museumcommunity dialogue about the design of a multicultural
society.
In Curating Community: Museums, Constitutionalism,
and the Taming of the Political, Stacy Douglas
challenges the centrality of sovereignty in our political
and juridical imaginations. Creatively bringing together
constitutional, political, and aesthetic theory, Douglas
argues that museums and constitutions invite visitors to
identify with a prescribed set of political constituencies
based on national, ethnic, or anthropocentric premises.
In both cases, these stable categories gloss over the
radical messiness of the world and ask us to conflate
representation with democracy. Yet the museum, when
paired with the constitution, can also serve as a resource
in the production of alternative imaginations of
community. Consequently, Douglas’s key contribution is
the articulation of a theory of counter-monumental
constitutionalism, using the museum, that seeks to move
beyond individual and collective forms of sovereignty that
have dominated postcolonial and postapartheid theories
of law and commemoration. She insists on the need to
reconsider deep questions about how we conceptualize
the limits of ourselves, as well as our political
communities, in order to attend to everyday questions of
justice in the courtroom, the museum, and beyond.
Curating Community is a book for academics, artists,
curators, and constitutional designers interested in
legacies of violence, transitional justice, and democracy.
This reader brings together 35 seminal articles that
reflect the museum world's ongoing conversation with
Page 15/21

Read Book Museums And Communities The
Politics Of Public Culture
itself and the public about what it means to be a
museum—one that is relevant and responsive to its
constituents and always examining and reexamining its
operations, policies, collections, and programs. In
conjunction with the editor's introductory material and
recommended additional readings these articles will help
students grasp the essentials of the dialogue and guide
them on where to turn for further details and
developments.
This volume presents seventeen essays critically reflecting on
the collaborative work of the contemporary ethnographic
museum with diverse communities. It invites the reader to
think about the roles and values of museums internationally,
particularly the wide range of creative approaches that can
progress dialogue and intercultural understanding in an age
of migration that is marked by division and distrust. Against a
troubling global background of prejudice and
misunderstanding, where elections are increasingly returning
right-wing governments, this timely book considers the power
of an inclusive and transformative museum space, specifically
the movements from static sites where knowledge is
transmitted to passive audiences towards potential contact
zones where diverse community voices and visibilities are
raised and new knowledge(s) actively constructed.
This innovative handbook examines the changing relationship
between communities, citizens and the notion of the archive.
Archives have traditionally been understood as repositories of
knowledge and experience, remote from the ordinary people
who fund and populate them, however digital resources have
led to a growing plurality of archives and the practices
associated with collecting and curating. This book uses a
broad range of case studies which place communities at the
heart of this exciting development, to illustrate how their
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experiences are central to our understanding of this new
terrain which challenges traditional histories and the control of
knowledge and power.
This book examines the practice of community engagement
in museums through the notion of care. It focuses on building
an understanding of the logic of care that underpins this
practice, with a view to outlining new roles for museums
within community health and social care. This book engages
with the recent growing focus on community participation in
museum activities, notably in the area of health and
wellbeing. It explores this theme through an analysis of the
practices of community engagement workers at Tyne & Wear
Archives & Museums in the UK. It examines how this work is
operationalised and valued in the museum, and the
institutional barriers to this practice. It presents the practices
of care that shape community-led exhibitions, and community
engagement projects involving health and social care
partners and their clients. Drawing on the ethics of care and
geographies of care literatures, this text provides readers with
novel perspectives for transforming the museum into a space
of social care. This book will appeal to museum studies
scholars and professionals, geographers, organisational
studies scholars, as well as students interested in the social
role of museums.
This is the first book to examine how and why museums are
political institutions. By concentrating on the ways in which
power, ideology and legitimacy work at the international,
national and local levels of the museum experience, Clive
Gray provides an original analysis of who exercises power
and how power is used in museums.
Current discourse on Indigenous engagement in museum
studies is often dominated by curatorial and academic
perspectives, in which community voice, viewpoints, and
reflections on their collaborations can be under-represented.
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This book provides a unique look at Indigenous perspectives
on museum community engagement and the process of selfrepresentation, specifically how the First Nations Elders of the
Blackfoot Confederacy have worked with museums and
heritage sites in Alberta, Canada, to represent their own
culture and history. Situated in a post-colonial context, the
case-study sites are places of contention, a politicized
environment that highlights commonly hidden issues and
naturalized inequalities built into current approaches to
community engagement. Data from participant observation,
archives, and in-depth interviewing with participants brings
Blackfoot community voice into the text and provides an
alternative understanding of self and cross-cultural
representation. Focusing on the experiences of museum
professionals and Blackfoot Elders who have worked with a
number of museums and heritage sites, Indigenous Voices in
Cultural Institutions unpicks the power and politics of
engagement on a micro level and how it can be applied more
broadly, by exposing the limits and challenges of crosscultural engagement and community self-representation. The
result is a volume that provides readers with an in-depth
understanding of the nuances of self-representation and
decolonization.
Contributors to this volume examine and illustrate struggles
and collaborations among museums, festivals, tourism, and
historic preservation projects and the communities they
represent and serve. Essays include the role of museums in
civil society, the history of African-American collections, and
experiments with museum-community dialogue about the
design of a multicultural society.
The museum has become a vital strategic space for
negotiating ownership of and access to knowledges produced
in local settings. Museum as Process presents communityengaged "culture work" of a group of scholars whose
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collaborative projects consider the social spaces between the
museum and community and offer new ways of addressing
the challenges of bridging the local and the global. Museum
as Process explores a variety of strategies for engaging
source communities in the process of translation and the
collaborative mediation of cultural knowledges. Scholars from
around the world reflect upon their work with specific
communities in different parts of the world – Australia,
Canada, Ghana, Great Britain, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, Philippines, South Africa, Taiwan and the United
States. Each global case study provides significant insights
into what happens to knowledge as it moves back and forth
between source communities and global sites, especially the
museum. Museum as Process is an important contribution to
understanding the relationships between museums and
source communities and the flow of cultural knowledge.
Combining research that stretches across all of the social
sciences and international case studies, Elizabeth Crooke
here explores the dynamics of the relationship between the
community and the museum. Focusing strongly on areas
such as Northern Ireland, South Africa, Australia and North
America to highlight the complex issues faced by museums
and local groups, Crooke examines one of the museum's
primary responsibilities – working with different communities
and using collections to encourage people to learn about their
own histories, and to understand other people's. Arguing for a
much closer examination of this concept of community, and of
the significance of museums to different communities,
Museums and Community is a dynamic look at a relationship
that has, in modern times, never been more important.

Gender, Sexuality and Museums provides the only
repository of key articles, new essays and case studies
for the important area of gender and sexuality in
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museums. It is the first reader to focus on LGBT issues
and museums, and the first reader in nearly 15 years to
collect articles which focus on women and museums. At
last, students of museum studies, women’s studies,
LGBT studies and museum professionals have a single
resource. The book is organised into three thematic
parts, each with its own introduction. Sections focus on
women in museum work, applications of feminist and
LGBT theories to museum exhibitions, exhibitions and
collections pertaining to women and individuals who are
LGBT. The Case studies in a fourth part provide different
perspectives to key topics, such as memorials and
memorializing; modernism and museums; and natural
history collections. The collection concludes with a
bibliographic essay evaluating scholarship to date on
gender and sexuality in museums. Amy K. Levin brings
together outstanding articles published in the past as
well as new essays. The collection’s scope is
international, with articles about US, Canadian, and
European institutions. Gender, Sexuality and Museums:
A Routledge Reader is an essential resource for those
studying gender and sexuality in the museum.
Provides an analysis of a museum's history and links to
popular culture and the media.
Museums today find themselves within a mediatised
society, where everyday life is conducted in a data-full
and technology-rich context. In fact, museums are
themselves mediatised: they present a uniquely mediacentred environment, in which communicative media is a
constitutive property of their organisation and of the
visitor experience. The Routledge Handbook of
Page 20/21

Read Book Museums And Communities The
Politics Of Public Culture
Museums, Media and Communication explores what it
means to take mediated communication as a key
concept for museum studies and as a sensitising lens for
media-related museum practice on the ground. Including
contributions from experts around the world, this original
and innovative Handbook shares a nuanced and precise
understanding of media, media concepts and media
terminology, rehearsing new locations for writing on
museum media and giving voice to new subject
alignments. As a whole, the volume breaks new ground
by reframing mediated museum communication as a
resource for an inclusive understanding of current
museum developments. The Routledge Handbook of
Museums, Media and Communication will appeal to both
students and scholars, as well as to practitioners
involved in the visioning, design and delivery of mediated
communication in the museum. It teaches us not just
how to study museums, but how to go about being a
museum in today’s world.
Bringing together key insights from expert legal and
heritage academics and practitioners, this book explores
the existence and safeguarding of contemporary forms of
intangible cultural heritage (ICH). Providing a detailed
analysis of the international legal frameworks relevant to
ICH, the contributing authors then go on to challenge the
pervasive view that heritage is about ‘old’ tangible
objects by highlighting the existence, role and
importance of contemporary forms of ICH to modern
society.
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