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William the Conqueror was the first Norman King of England, reigning from 1066 until his death in 1087. The descendant of Viking
raiders, he had been Duke of Normandy since 1035 under the style William II. After a long struggle to establish his power, by 1060
his hold on Normandy was secure, and he launched the Norman conquest of England in 1066. The rest of his life was marked by
struggles to consolidate his hold over England and his continental lands and by difficulties with his eldest son. The impact on
England of William's conquest was profound; changes in the Church, aristocracy, culture, and language of the country have
persisted into modern times. The Conquest brought the kingdom into closer contact with France and forged ties between France
and England that lasted throughout the Middle Ages. Another consequence of William's invasion was the sundering of the formerly
close ties between England and Scandinavia. William's government blended elements of the English and Norman systems into a
new one that laid the foundations of the later medieval English kingdom. How abrupt and far-reaching the changes were is still a
matter of debate among historians, with some such as Richard Southern claiming that the Conquest was the single most radical
change in European history between the Fall of Rome and the 20th century.
Most historical accounts examine the Viking Age in one part rather than the whole region of the British Isles and Ireland. Very few
pay attention to the continued contact between England and Scandinavia in the post-Norman Conquest period. This book aims to
offer an alternative approach by presenting a history of the Viking Age which considers the whole area up to and beyond the
Norman Conquest of 1066. The Vikings have been traditionally portrayed as brutal barbarians who sailed to Britain and Ireland to
loot, rape and pillage. The evidence presented here suggests a considerably less dramatic but no less fascinating picture which
reveals the Vikings' remarkable achievements and their influence in shaping the political history of these islands. Katherine
Holman discusses their skills as farmers, their linguistic and artistic contribution, their rituals and customs and the conflict between
paganism and Christianity, showing that the Viking cultural impact was complex and often rich. Based on extensive and original
research, The Northern Conquest presents the available evidence and guides the reader through the process of interpreting it.
This is not restricted to historical documents alone, but also includes archaeology, runes, inscriptions, artefacts and linguistic
evidence to provide different and complementary types of information. In addition, the book considers the contemporary question
of the Vikings' genetic legacy. Interest in the Viking Age is thriving and expanding, both in Britain and in North America. Highly
readable and casting new light on the period, this book will appeal to a wide audience.
Anyone who has seen The Lion in Winter will remember the vicious, compelling world of the Plantagenets and readers of the
romance of Robin Hood will be familiar with the typecasting of Good King Richard, defending Christendom in the Holy Land, and
Bad King John who usurps the kingdom in his absence. But do these popular stereotypes correspond with reality? In this
sweeping narrative, celebrated historian Frank McLynn turns the tables on modern revisionist historians and shows these largerthan-life characters as they really were - crusading, fighting vicious wars in France, negotiating with the papacy, engaging in
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ruthless dynastic intrigue, often against each other: in Richard's case, even holding the kingdom together when fighting in the Holy
Land; and in John's, losing Normandy, catastrophically agonising the barons over Magna Carta and losing the Crown Jewels in the
Wash.
In 1066, William the Conqueror invaded England and changed the course of English and European history.
This second book in the Origins of England trilogy examines the organization and make-up of Anglo-Saxon England in the early
7th century, taking as its starting point the highly rhetorical account of Britain's ecclesiastical history written by Bede.

First Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
"For thirty dramatic years, England ruled a great swath of France at the point of the sword--an all-but-forgotten episode in
the Hundred Years' War that Juliet Barker brings to vivid life in Conquest."--Jacket.
This an account of social and economic developments in Anglo-Saxon England from the first settlements in the fifth and
sixth centuries to the immediate aftermath of the Norman Conquest. It has become a classic, serving the needs of
students, scholars, and general readers alike for nearly thirty years. In its new format, this expanded and fully updated
Second Edition will confirm the book's standing with an entirely new generation of readers.
The Norman Conquest was one of the most significant events in European history. Over forty years from 1066, England
was traumatised and transformed. The Anglo-Saxon ruling class was eliminated, foreign elites took control of Church and
State, and England's entire political, social and cultural orientation was changed. Out of the upheaval which followed the
Battle of Hastings, a new kind of Englishness emerged and the priorities of England's new rulers set the kingdom on the
political course it was to follow for the rest of the Middle Ages. However, the Norman Conquest was more than a purely
English phenomenon, for Wales, Scotland and Normandy were all deeply affected by it too. This book's broad sweep
successfully encompasses these wider British and French perspectives to offer a fresh, clear and concise introduction to
the events which propelled the two nations into the Middle Ages and dramatically altered the course of history.
An upstart French duke who sets out to conquer the most powerful and unified kingdom in Christendom. An invasion
force on a scale not seen since the days of the Romans. One of the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought. This
riveting book explains why the Norman Conquest was the single most important event in English history. Assessing the
original evidence at every turn, Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar outline to explain why England was at once so
powerful and yet so vulnerable to William the Conqueror's attack. Why the Normans, in some respects less sophisticated,
possessed the military cutting edge. How William's hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm unravelled, dashed by English
rebellions, Viking invasions and the insatiable demands of his fellow conquerors. This is a tale of powerful drama,
repression and seismic social change: the Battle of Hastings itself and the violent 'Harrying of the North'; the sudden
Page 2/5

Online Library Conquest The English Kingdom Of France 1417 1450
introduction of castles and the wholesale rebuilding of every major church; the total destruction of an ancient ruling class.
Language, law, architecture, even attitudes towards life itself were altered forever by the coming of the Normans. Marc
Morris, author of the bestselling biography of Edward I, A Great and Terrible King, approaches the Conquest with the
same passion, verve and scrupulous concern for historical accuracy. This is the definitive account for our times of an
extraordinary story, a pivotal moment in the shaping of the English nation.
In this volume. Heide Gerstenberger investigates the development of bourgeois state power by on the one hand
proposing a critique of different variants of the structural-functionalist theory of the state and on the other hand analysing
the examples of England and France. The central thesis of the work is that the bourgeois form of capitalist state power
arose only where capitalist societies developed out of state structures that were already rationalised.
Main description: For thirty dramatic years, England ruled a great swath of France at the point of the sword-an all-butforgotten episode in the Hundred Years' War that Juliet Barker brings to vivid life in Conquest. Following Agincourt, Henry
V's second invasion of France in 1417 launched a campaign that would place the crown of France on an English head.
Buoyed by conquest, the English army seemed invincible. By the time of Henry's premature death in 1422, nearly all of
northern France lay in his hands and the Valois heir to the throne had been disinherited. Only the appearance of a
visionary peasant girl who claimed divine guidance, Joan of Arc, was able to halt the English advance, but not for long.
Just six months after her death, Henry's young son was crowned in Paris as the first-and last-English king of France.
Henry VI's kingdom endured for twenty years, but when he came of age he was not the leader his father had been. The
dauphin whom Joan had crowned Charles VII would finally drive the English out of France. Barker recounts these stirring
events-the epic battles and sieges, plots and betrayals-through a kaleidoscope of characters from John Talbot, the
0English Achilles,0 and John, duke of Bedford, regent of France, to brutal mercenaries, opportunistic freebooters,
resourceful spies, and lovers torn apart by the conflict.
This volume traces Wales's struggle to retain independence and identity in the face of the Anglo-Norman conquest and
subsequent English rule. A thorough examination of this lengthy period of turmoil, the book not only covers the landmark
campaign of Edward I in 1282-3 but also recounts the last major revolt by Owain Glen Dwr in 1400-1415, providing a full
account of how the society, economy, and church of Wales were transformed during these centuries of conquest.
This is a complete collection in modern English of the key texts describing Saladin’s conquest of Jerusalem in October
1187 and the Third Crusade, which was Christendom’s response to the catastrophe. The largest and most important text
in the book is a translation of the fullest version of the Old French Continuation of William Tyre for the years 1184-97.
This key medieval narrative poses problems for the historian in that it achieved its present form in the 1240s, though it
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clearly incorporates much earlier material. Professor Edbury's authoritative introduction, notes and maps help
interpretation of this and other contemporary texts which are included in this volume, making it an invaluable resource for
teachers and students of the crusades.
This thesis looks at the process of saint-making in England after the Norman Conquest, examining both new saints
whose cults were accepted and potential saints who did not succeed in becoming officially canonized. In chapter one, I
survey the Anglo-Saxon cult of the saints before the Norman Conquest. The Anglo-Saxon cult of the saints, although
anxious to appear "correct" in the Roman way, was also intensely tied to English ethnic and national identity. In chapter
two, I discuss the reaction of William of Normandy to the Anglo-Saxon cult of the saints and the roles of the English
saints as figures of ethnic and national English pride. Because William of Normandy came as the legitimate heir to
Edward the Confessor he viewed himself as heir to these Anglo-Saxon royal saints. In chapter three, I discuss three
"new," post-Conquest cults whose saints were venerated, and eventually officially papally canonized: Sts. Edward the
Confessor, Margaret of Scotland, and Thomas Becket. In chapter four, I discuss three "new," post-Conquest cults who
were venerated, but never officially papally canonized: Waltheof, Matilda of Scotland, and William of Norwich. We see
that William of Normandy chose to embrace the royal saints of the realm after the Norman Conquest as a way of
establishing continuity between himself and his progeny and other previous Anglo-Saxon royals, and that saint-making
was a way for the royal line to consolidate power.
In his study of northern England before, during, and after the Norman Conquest, Kapelle explains the stubborn resistance of Northumbria and
York to Norman settlement in terms of the region's geographical, historical, and political background
At a time when the Battle of Hastings and Magna Carta have become common currency in political debate, this study of the role played by
the Norman Conquest in English history between the eleventh and the seventeenth centuries is both timely and relevant.
Originally published in 1971, The Royal Demesne in English History shows how Norman and Angevin kings were able to regard the whole of
their English kingdom as their royal demesne in the continental medieval sense. The book argues that only through the later loss of their
continental possessions were they compelled to show interest in creating special royal estates within their English kingdom, and then only for
the members of their families. The power of medieval English kings as landowners provides a constant theme of the highest political
importance in the dispensation of royal patronage, but not in the history of government finance. The book discusses how in the later stages of
the cumulative creation of the royal family estates, did the idea gain currency in England, that an endowed and inalienable royal landed estate
ought to form the basis of monarchical stability and financial solvency. This book forms an interesting and detailed look at the development of
the medieval monarchy in terms of land and ownership.
First detailed exploration of the role played by Bohemian tradition and customs in the court of Richard II.
In an innovative approach drawn from Memory Studies, this book seeks to uncover how the Norman Conquest is popularly "remembered".

In the Medieval Period the English Channel was an especially perilous stretch of water. It had two distinct (and often
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conflicting) functions. It was a rich commercial seaway, on which the rising economy of the known world depended. At
the same time it was a wide, lawless, political frontier between two belligerent monarchies, whose kings encouraged
piracy as a cheap alternative to warfare, and enjoyed their own cut. Pirates prospered. They stole ships and cargoes, at
sea or in port. They raided other ports and carried out long-lasting vendettas against other groups. They ransomed the
richest of their captives, but tipped innumerable sailors overboard. This revealing new book explores medieval piracy as it
waxed and waned. Dramatic life-stories are set against the better-known landmarks of history. While kings were
ambivalent, foreign relations were imperilled, and although it was briefly quelled by Henry V, piracy was never defeated
during this turbulent epoch.
The Discovery of Islands consists of a series of linked essays in British history, written by one of the world's leading
historians of political thought and published over the past three decades. Its purpose is to present British history as that
of several nations interacting with - and sometimes seceding from - an imperial state. The commentary presents this
history as that of an archipelago, expanding across oceans to the Antipodes. Both New Zealand history and the author's
New Zealand heritage inform this vision, presenting British history as oceanic and global, complementing (and
occasionally criticising) the presentation of that history as European. Professor Pocock's interpretation of British history
has been hugely influential in recent years, making The Discovery of Islands a resource of immense value for historians
of Britain and the world.
Responses to the impact of the Norman Conquest examined through the wealth of evidence provided by the important
abbey of Bury St Edmunds.
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