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This book offers a South Asian perspective on international law, maintaining a suitable distance from the ‘Western’ approach. The themes
discussed reflect the region’s particular contribution to the development of international law. Each South Asian country has its own important
role to play in promoting regional trade, regulating maritime affairs, ensuring access to water, debating State responsibility, engaging with
International Criminal Court, questioning diplomatic and consular immunities, and, most importantly, upholding human rights. These issues
are addressed by local contributors from Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, who have come together to represent the whole South Asian
region on a single academic platform.
Over the past 40 years, countries throughout the world have similarly adopted human rights related to environmental governance and
protection in national constitutions. Interestingly, these countries vary widely in terms of geography, politics, history, resources, and wealth.
This raises the question: why do some countries have constitutional environmental rights while others do not? Bringing together theory from
law, political science, and sociology, a global statistical analysis, and a comparative study of constitutional design in South Asia, Gellers
presents a comprehensive response to this important question. Moving beyond normative debates and anecdotal developments in case law,
as well as efforts to describe and categorize such rights around the world, this book provides a systematic analysis of the expansion of
environmental rights using social science methods and theory. The resulting theoretical framework and empirical evidence offer new insights
into how domestic and international factors interact during the constitution drafting process to produce new law that is both locally relevant
and globally resonant. Scholars, practitioners, and students of law, political science, and sociology interested in understanding how
institutions cope with complex problems like environmental degradation and human rights violations will find this book to be essential reading.
Sri Lanka has long been regarded as a model of a successful welfare state in a low-income setting, yet it has not succeeded in creating a
sufficient number of good jobs for the increasing number of young people. Hence, young Sri Lankans perceive their country as an unjust and
unequal society, in which mainstream institutions have failed to address inequalities in the distribution of resources, as well as of benefits
deriving from economic growth. Against this background, 'The Challenge of Youth Employment in Sri Lanka' aims to identify ways to improve
the opportunities available to new job market entrants by addressing existing inequalities and to help young people more fully realize their
potentials. Drawing from original research and a review of existing studies, the authors use the 4Es conceptual framework to analyze four key
aspects of labor markets employment creation, employability, entrepreneurship, and equal opportunity identifying main issues and results,
current trends, and possible new approaches.
Data mining continues to be an emerging interdisciplinary field that offers the ability to extract information from an existing data set and
translate that knowledge for end-users into an understandable way. Data Mining: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications is a
comprehensive collection of research on the latest advancements and developments of data mining and how it fits into the current
technological world.
The Second Edition of the Price of Water expands on the coverage of the first edition and ambitiously develops the theme of the proper
management of river basins, both with respect to the control of rivers’ water quality and the defence of their quantitative flows from source to
sea. Using the hydrosocial balance concept of the first edition, and the grand theory of catchment water deficits, a remarkable breakthrough
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is made in understanding how river flows are destroyed by human society. Drawing on extensive empirical research into the Kafue River
Basin and the Thames River Basin, it is shown that the exhaustion of river flows that we see on a world-wide scale can be explained by just
five measurable ‘drivers’ to basin surplus and basin deficit. Moreover, by specifying the key drivers and measuring their value, the basis is
provided for economic, engineering and land management strategies that will reverse river basin destruction. Bringing together 20 papers
previously published in refereed journals, The Price of Water provides information that many readers would not otherwise have been able to
access to through their professional and academic libraries. The scope of the book is broad, dealing with a diverse range of subjects such as
regional and catchment planning and integrated water resources management. Topics considered include: both water quantities and qualities
drought management the "virtual water" controversy farmers water-rights the economic demand for water the design of abstraction charges
the cost and use of irrigation water the design of effluent charges the "willingness-to-pay" methodology catchment water deficits water
resource impacts of new property construction water leakage impact on river basins managing water quality within EC directives.
The year 2007 could perhaps accurately be described as the year when climate change finally received the attention that this challenge
deserves globally. Much of the information and knowledge that was created in this field during the year was the result of the findings of the
Fourth - sessment Report (AR4) of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which were disseminated on a large scale and
reported extensively by the media. This was the result not only of a heightened interest on the part of the public on various aspects of climate
change, but also because the IPCC itself proactively attempted to spread the findings of its AR4 to the public at large. The interest generated
on the scientific realities of climate change was further enhanced by the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the IPCC and former Vice
President of the US, Al Gore. By taking this decision in favour of a leader who has done a great deal to create awareness on c- mate change,
and a body that assesses all scientific aspects of climate change and disseminates the result of its findings, the Norwegian Nobel Committee
has clearly drawn the link between climate change and peace in the world.
Viewed by some as symbols of progress and by others as inherently flawed, large dams remain one of the most contentious development
issues on Earth. Building on the work of the now defunct World Commission on Dams, Thayer Scudder wades into the debate with
unprecedented authority.Employing the Commission's Seven Strategic priorities, Scudder charts the 'middle way' forward by examining the
impacts of large dams on ecosystems, societies and political economies. He also analyses the structure of the decision-making process for
water resource development and tackles the highly contentious issue of dam-induced resettlement, illuminated by a statistical analysis of 50
cases.
Basin water development and rural dynamics in the Krishna Basin have led to a degradation of downstream ecosystems manifesting itself by
salinizing soil and groundwater, increasing pollution, disappearing mangroves and desiccating wetlands. Reversing this evolution requires the
formal recognition of the environment as a water user in its own right and the implementation of an environmental water provision. This
provision should be based on a two-tier allocation system with assured discharges in the irrigation canals of the delta and to the ocean. This
will lead to further commitment of water resources but this is needed to reconcile the social, economic and environmental objectives of a
sustainable development. Other measures facilitating integrated natural resources management from the local to the basin level are needed
too.

This book features the best papers presented at the Asia-Pacific Conference on Economics & Finance in 2016. Chapters include
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research conducted by experts in the field of Economics, Finance and Business from the region. Put together by East Asia
Research, East Asia Institute of Management & Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) , this book serves as a useful resource for
educators, researchers, thought leaders, policy makers, and economists.
The link between trade liberalisation and poverty has arguably been one of the most debated topics in development policy debate.
Existing studies on the subject have primarily used multi-country cross-sectional data, and there is a growing concern about the
limitations of this approach in providing a sound empirical basis for informing the policy debate. These limitations point to the need
for undertaking in-depth analyses within individual countries over time. In order to examine the connection between trade
liberalisation and poverty, this book provides case studies of trade policy reforms and poverty reduction outcomes of seven
countries in South Asia - Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. The South Asia region allows for
an excellent comparative study given the widespread emphasis on liberalisation reforms in the region over the past two decades,
as well as highlighting significant inter-country differences in terms of the timing and comprehensiveness of reforms, and the heavy
concentration of world poverty in the region. This book is a useful contribution to studies on South Asia, as well as International
Trade and Development Economics.
For humanitarian reasons and the concern for households' economic and health security, the health sector is at the center of
global development policy. Developing countries and the international community are scaling up health systems to meet the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and are improving financial protection by securing long-term support for these gains. Yet
money alone cannot buy health gains or prevent impoverishment due to catastrophic medical bills; well structured, results-based
financing reforms are needed. Unfortunately, global evidence of successful health financing policies that can guide the reform
effort is very limited and therefore the policy debate is often driven by ideological, one-size-fits-all solutions. Good Practices in
Health Financing: Lessons from Reforms in Low- and Middle-Income Countries' attempts to begin to fill the void by systematically
assessing health financing reforms in nine low- and middle-income countries that have managed to expand their health financing
systems to both improve health status and protect against catastrophic medical expenses. The participating countries are: Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Estonia, the Kyrgyz Republic, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tunisia, and Vietnam. The study seeks to identify
common enabling factors of their good performance. While the findings for each country are important, collectively they send a
clear message to the global community that more attention is needed to define good practice and then to evaluate and
disseminate the global evidence base.
Global Groundwater: Source, Scarcity, Sustainability, Security, and Solutions presents a compilation of compelling insights into
groundwater scenarios within all groundwater-stressed regions across the world. Thematic sub-sections include groundwater
studies on sources, scarcity, sustainability, security, and solutions. The chapters in these sub-sections provide unique knowledge
on groundwater for scientists, planners, and policymakers, and are written by leading global experts and researchers. Global
Groundwater: Source, Scarcity, Sustainability, Security, and Solutions provides a unique, unparalleled opportunity to integrate the
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knowledge on groundwater, ranging from availability to pollution, nation-level groundwater management to transboundary aquifer
governance, and global-scale review to local-scale case-studies. Provides interdisciplinary content that bridges the knowledge
from groundwater sources to solutions and sustainability, from science to policy, from technology to clean water and food Includes
global and regional reviews and case studies, building a bridge between broad reviews of groundwater-related issues by domain
experts as well as detailed case studies by researchers Identifies pathways for transforming knowledge to policy and governance
of groundwater security and sustainability
Federiga Bindi provides, for the first time, an in-depth analysis of Italy's role within the European Union (EU) in this inaugural
volume of a book series published jointly by the Brookings Institution Press and the Scuola Superiore della Pubblica
Amministrazione (Italian National School of Public Administration, or SSPA). Italy and the European Union relates in detail the
historical, cultural, and sociological factors that have led to Italy's incomplete "Europeanization," or full integration, within the EU. It
also brings the reader up-to-date on the steps taken by the country's leaders to improve Italy's standing and become a more
effective member in the organization it helped to found. Discussing the author's extensive research, The Economist notes....
"Federiga Bindi identified a number of barriers to an effective European policy in Italy: a high turnover of governments; coalition
partners with conflicting aims; the failure of bureaucrats to learn from other member states; and politicians' lack of interest in
Europe... recently however, she found that matters had improved. An interdepartmental body for the coordination of EU policies
has been created, Parliament operates an effective scrutiny system..., the administration has learnt to learn from others. But the
other problems remain, and they are formidable. Her study ends on an exasperated note: 'Italy appears to be stuck in the age of
the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, in which the victory of one faction over another is what counts, and the fact that this may be
damaging to the country matters little.'" —from The Economist, July 31, 2010
Nutrition-sensitive, food-based approaches towards hunger and malnutrition are effective, sustainable and long-term solutions.
This book discusses the policy, strategic, methodological, technical and programmatic issues associated with such approaches,
proposes “best practices” for the design, targeting, implementation and evaluation of specific nutrition-sensitive, food-based
interventions and for improved methodologies for evaluating their efficacy and cost-effectiveness, and provides practical lessons
for advancing nutrition-sensitive food-based approaches for improving nutrition at policy and programme level.
Through an examination of the critical junctures in post-colonial Sri Lanka, Kenneth D. Bush refines and advances our
understanding of the dynamics underpinning violent and non-violent 'ethnic' conflict. The book enables us to understand how the
ebb and flow of relations within ethnic groups affects relations between groups, for good or for ill.
This book presents a comprehensive overview of extant literature on competence-based vocational and professional education
since the introduction of the competence concept in the 1950s. To structure the fi eld, the book distinguishes between three
approaches to defi ning competence, based on 1.functional behaviourism, 2. integrated occupationalism, and 3. situated
professionalism. It also distinguishes between two ways of operationalizing competence: 1. behaviour-oriented generic, and 2.
Page 4/12

Bookmark File PDF Concept Paper University Of Colombo
task-oriented specifi c competence. Lastly, it identifi es three kinds of competencies, related to: 1. specific activities, 2. known jobs,
and 3. the unknown future. Competence for the unknown future must receive more attention, as our world is rapidly evolving and
there are many ‘glocal’ challenges which call for innovation and a profound transformation of policies and practices. Th e book
presents a range of diff erent approaches to competence-based education, and demonstrates that competencebased education is
a worldwide innovation, which is institutionalized in various ways. It presents the major theories and policies, specifi c components
of educational systems, such as recognition, accreditation, modelling and assessment, and developments in discipline-oriented
and transversal competence domains. Th e book concludes by synthesizing the diff erent perspectives with the intention to
contribute to further improving vocational and professional education policy and practice. Joao Santos, Deputy Head of Unit C5,
Vocational Training and Adult Education, Directorate General for Employment, Social Aff airs and Inclusion, European
Commission: “This comprehensive work on competence-based education led by Martin Mulder, provides an excellent and timely
contribution to the current debate on a New Skills Agenda for Europe, and the challenge of bridging the employment and
education and training worlds closer together. Th is book will infl uence our work aimed at improving the relevance of vocational
education to support initial and continuing vocational education and training policy and practice aimed at strengthening the key
competencies for the 21st century.” Prof. Dr. Reinhold Weiss, Deputy President and Head of the Research, Federal Institute for
Vocational Education and Training (BIBB), Bonn, Germany: “This book illustrates that the idea and concept of competence is not
only a buzzword in educational debates but key to innovative pedagogical thinking as well as educational practice.” Prof. Dr.
Johanna Lasonen, College of Education, University of South Florida, Tampa, USA: "Competence-based Vocational and
Professional Education is one of the most important multi-disciplinary book in education and training. Th is path-breaking book off
ers a timely, rich and global perspective on the fi eld. Th e book is a good resource for practitioners, policymakers and
researchers."

Each year, millions of people are internally displaced and resettled in the wake of wars and floods or to make way for
large-scale development projects, and this number is increasing. Humanitarian and development specialists continue to
struggle with designing and executing effective protection strategies and durable solutions. Relocation Failures explains
how internal displacement and efforts to engineer resettlement are conceived and practiced by policy makers and
practitioners. The author argues that policies for internally displaced peoples are weak and diluted by narrow
interpretations of state sovereignty and collective action dilemmas, and in the case of Sri Lanka, unintentionally
intensified ethnic segregation and ultimately war. This unique new book considers the origins and parameters of internal
displacement and resettlement policy and practice and proposes an explanation for why it often fails. In highlighting the
ways that development assistance can exacerbate smoldering conflicts, the volume provides an important caution to the
aid community.
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This book provides rich and provocative comparative studies of South and Southeast Asian domestic workers who
migrate to other parts of Asia. These studies range from Hong Kong, Macau, and Singapore, to Yemen, Israel, Jordan,
and the UAE. Conceptually and methodologically, this book challenges us to move beyond established regional divides
and proposes new ways of mapping inter-Asian connections. The authors view migrant workers within a wider spatial
context of intersecting groups and trajectories through time. Keenly attentive to the importance of migrants of diverse
nationalities who have labored in multiple regions, this book examines intimate connections and distant divides in the
social lives and politics of migrant workers across time and space. Collectively, the authors propose new themes, new
comparative frameworks, and new methodologies for considering vastly different degrees of social support structures and
political activism, and the varied meanings of citizenship and state responsibility in sending and receiving countries. They
highlight the importance of formal institutions that shape and promote migratory labor, advocacy for workers, or curtail
workers rights, as well as the social identities and cultural practices and beliefs that may be linked to new inter-ethnic
social and political affiliations that traverse and also transform inter-Asian spaces and pathways to mobility. This book
was published as a special issue of Critical Asian Studies.
Issues in Global Security Research and Practice: 2011 Edition is a ScholarlyEditions™ eBook that delivers timely,
authoritative, and comprehensive information about Global Security Research and Practice. The editors have built Issues
in Global Security Research and Practice: 2011 Edition on the vast information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can
expect the information about Global Security Research and Practice in this eBook to be deeper than what you can
access anywhere else, as well as consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of Issues in
Global Security Research and Practice: 2011 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading scientists, engineers,
analysts, research institutions, and companies. All of the content is from peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is written,
assembled, and edited by the editors at ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us. You now have a source
you can cite with authority, confidence, and credibility. More information is available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.
The Handbook of Asian Criminology aims to be a key reference for international scholars with an interest in the broad
theme of international criminology in general, and the Asian region in particular. Contextualization is a key theme in this
book. The role of context is often underemphasized in international criminology, so the Handbook of Asian Criminology’s
premise that crime and the responses to it are best understood as deeply embedded in the cultural specificity of the
environment which produces them will play a key role throughout the work. Attention will be given to country- and region
specific attitudes towards crime and punishment.
Sustainable Development Policy and Administration provides a learning resource describing the major issues that are
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critical to understanding the multiple dimensions of sustainable development. The overall theme of each contributed
chapter in this book is the urgent need to promote global sustainability while adding insights into the challenges facing
the current and future generations. This volume brings together diverse contributions that cover the multiple facets of
development, resulting in a rich reference for students, development managers, and others interested in this emerging
field.
This volume reviews the evolution of ten years’ learning and discovery about water scarcity, livelihoods, and food
security within the CGIAR Challenge Program on Water and Food. It draws on the experiences of over 100 projects
conducted in ten river basins in the developing world. The book describes how the program’s design evolved from an
emphasis on water scarcity, water productivity, and water access to an emphasis on using water innovations to improve
livelihoods and address development challenges in specific river basins. It shows how the research was used to foster
change in stakeholder behavior, linking it to improved knowledge, attitudes, and skills, which were fostered by
stakeholder participation, innovation, dialogue, and negotiation. The authors describe development challenges, their
drivers and their political context, how to address them through technical, institutional, and policy innovations; and the
consequences of change at different scales, time frames on equity, resilience, and ecosystem services. Overall, the work
represents a major synthesis and landmark publication for all concerned with water resource management and
sustainable development.
Through the lens of the Asian tsunami, this book problematizes concepts that are normally taken for granted in disaster
discourse, including relief, recovery, reconstruction and rehabilitation. The unprecedented flow of humanitarian aid after
the Asian tsunami, though well-intentioned, showed adverse effects and unintended consequences in the lives of people
in the communities across nations. Aid led not only to widespread relief and recovery but also to an exacerbation of old
forms of inequities and the creation of new ones arising from the prioritization, distribution and management of aid. This,
in turn, led to the incongruity between the needs and expectations of the affected and the agendas of aid agencies and
their various intermediaries. This book examines the long-term consequences of post-disaster aid by posing the following
questions: What has the aid been expended on? Where has the aid primarily been expended, and how? And what were
the unintended consequences of post-disaster aid for the communities? This topical volume is of interest to social
scientists, human rights and law researchers and environmental scientists interested in disaster studies.
Scarred Communities is a qualitative, psycho-ecological study of the long-term effects of disasters—both man-made and
natural—on Sri Lankan communities. The book studies the effects of war and the 2004 tsunami on families and
communities. The concept of collective trauma is introduced to provide a framework in understanding how basic social
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processes, relationships and networks change due to these disasters. The methodology employed is a naturalistic,
psychosocial ethnography of northern Sri Lanka, drawing from the author’s participation in psychosocial and community
mental health programmes among the Tamil community. Participatory observation, key informant interviews and focusgroup discussions with rehabilitation workers and officials were used to gather data. The author also analyses the various
causes of modern civil war, ethnic consciousness, terror and counter-insurgency operations and their consequences on
people. Though the study revolves around Sri Lanka, the phenomenon of collective trauma has an international
relevance for communities across the globe caught in civil and ethnic strife. This book is a sequel to Scarred Minds
(SAGE, 1998), which deals with the effects of chronic civil war on individuals.
In this era of globalization, every region and country in the world is pursuing some kind of integration to further its
economic, geo-political, and strategic interests. This book explores the prospects for and challenges to services
integration in South Asia through an in-depth analysis of services such as telecommunications, energy, tourism, health,
and education. Identifying trends in performance, policy issues, and the status of intra-regional trade and investment
initiatives, the book argues the case for services integration under the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA). It also
stresses the need to address cross-cutting issues of regional mobility of service providers, taxes, transport, trade,
research and development, and regulatory cooperation. Expanding the existing work on South Asian integration to cover
services from an intra-regional perspective, this book is an important reference for future academic and policy work in
South Asia. The industry, country, and regional level statistics provided by the book serve as a useful resource for taking
stock of output, employment, trade, and investment in services in this region.
Sources on foreign relations of India culled from speeches by government representatives heading the official
delegations to various countries.
This book constitutes the proceedings of the 33rd Australasian Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence, AI 2020, held in
Canberra, ACT, Australia, in November 2020.* The 36 full papers presented in this volume were carefully reviewed and
selected from 57 submissions. The paper were organized in topical sections named: applications; evolutionary
computation; fairness and ethics; games and swarms; and machine learning. *The conference was held virtually due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The global increase in the number of slums calls for policies which improve the conditions of the urban poor, sustainably.
This volume provides an extensive overview of current housing policies in Asia, Africa and Latin America and presents
the facts and trends of recent housing policies. The chapters provide ideas and tools for pro-poor interventions with
respect to the provision of land for housing, building materials, labour, participation and finance. The book looks at the
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role of the various stakeholders involved in such interventions, including national and local governments, private sector
organisations, NGOs and Community-based Organisations.
Promoting Economic Cooperation in South Asia: Beyond SAFTA examines the distinct development dichotomy that
exists in South Asia and tries to find a workable solution to bridge this gap. In spite of rapid economic growth since 1980,
there is extensive poverty and inequality in South Asia. This dichotomy has two faces: one is highly urbanized and welllinked to global markets, and the other is rural, isolated from the global economy, and growing very slowly. The large bulk
of South Asia's poor live in the latter environment. The book brings together perspectives from academics, the private
sector, civil society and policy makers. Using solid empirical evidence and sound analysis, it stresses that in addition to
policy and institutional reforms aimed at removing domestic constraints to growth and job creation, market integration and
regional cooperation ought to be key elements of a strategy for removing the dichotomy and eliminating poverty in the
longer term. Delving into major political economic issues of the SAARC region, the book analyzes SAFTA, bilateral FTAs,
transportation, regional integration, regulatory mechanisms, food prices, labor and employment, and tourism. It also
provides an analysis of why past cooperation efforts have not worked and how better cooperation can be achieved in
specific areas. It looks at the many policy and institutional constraints that contribute to the present state and have made
South Asia one of the least integrated regions of the world. The book will be a very useful reference for researchers,
scholars and bilateral and multilateral financial institutions and donor groups interested in South Asia's development.
Policy makers and think tanks focusing on economics, political science, and international relations will also find it
beneficial.
Quality Assurance in Distance Education and E-Learning: Challenges and Solutions from Asia documents the existing
regulatory framework covering quality assurance (QA) systems in distance education (DE) in a number of Asian
countries. It draws on the knowledge and experience of 16 selected DE/e-learning institutions of Asia and reveals the
respective development of QA systems and procedures within these providers/programmes. The endeavour towards
developing QA systems through various stages of testing and development is in response to the growing public concern
for the quality of DE as well as staff aspirations for quality. This book, through the selection of cases from the
aforementioned institutions, covers a wide range of QA systems and perspectives of quality in DE. These cases present
good practices in QA for DE/e-learning, analyse challenges in assuring the quality of DE products and services, offer
possible solutions to meet those challenges, and present lessons for other DE providers.
South Asia remains one of the fastest-growing regions in the world but concerns are rising that its workforce lacks the
skills and education to drive its economy into the 21st century. Providing access to quality education and skills training is
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now a priority of policymakers in the region. But even though government spending on education has increased
significantly in recent years, it has not resulted in effective education outcomes. This report is one in a series of four
publications that examines how education and training systems in the region can be improved. In particular, it looks at the
role that the private sector can play in improving standards through investments in education and training.
This book is one of the first in-depth and systematic studies on the functioning and aspiring federations of South Asia. It
examines how federal dynamics in India, Pakistan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka are impinged on by the nature of their specific
constitutions; their societal, political and cultural fabrics; composition of power elites and ruling classes; structures of
political economy and market; electoral and party systems; mass media; and information technology. The authors offer a
comparative, analytical, conceptual, and theoretical framework to understand patterns and trends as also experiences of
and possibilities for federalism in South Asia. They highlight divergences and similarities, successes and key challenges,
while indicating federalism’s wider regional relevance in the discourse on democracy and governance. The book
concludes that the multicultural character of these societies — beset with ethnic and regional conflicts, separatist and
military undercurrents — makes federal political solutions the only viable route. Providing a wealth of material, this will
deeply interest scholars, students and teachers of comparative politics, political science, federal studies, area studies as
well as those interested in political structures and processes in South Asia.
Water and Development is a component of Encyclopedia of Water Sciences, Engineering and Technology Resources in
the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated compendium of twenty one
Encyclopedias. Water is perhaps the most critical natural resource upon which humans depend. Agricultural and food
production, trade and ultimately the economic development of all regions of the world depend on rivers, streams, dams,
oceans and other water resources. This critical relationship has persisted through the agricultural and industrial revolution
and into the era of economic globalization. The relationship between human activity and the water resources on which it
depends also continues to be reciprocal. Human consumption, energy, agricultural, industrial and other economic activity
have significant impacts on water quality and quantity for better or worse. A key element of sustainable development
rests on our global capacity to interact with the water resources on which we depend in ways that preserve them for our
use and that of future generations. The two volumes on the subject present some of the topics such as Water, Agriculture
and Food Interactions, dams, water valuation, arid regions, water-management, and Conflict over Water Resources,
Water and Sustainable Development: They consider the implications which contributions have in each of these areas as
well as introduce additional issues relating to the future of dams, innovative ways of increasing water supply,
transboundary water resources, and the implications of global climate change for water resources. These two volumes
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are aimed at the following five major target audiences: University and College students, Educators, Professional
practitioners, Research personnel and Policy analysts, Managers, and Decision makers and NGOs
This proceedings volume provides a snapshot of the latest issues encountered in technical convergence and
convergences of security technology. It explores how information science is core to most current research, industrial and
commercial activities and consists of contributions covering topics including Ubiquitous Computing, Networks and
Information Systems, Multimedia and Visualization, Middleware and Operating Systems, Security and Privacy, Data
Mining and Artificial Intelligence, Software Engineering, and Web Technology. The proceedings introduce the most
recent information technology and ideas, applications and problems related to technology convergence, illustrated
through case studies, and reviews converging existing security techniques. Through this volume, readers will gain an
understanding of the current state-of-the-art in information strategies and technologies of convergence security. The
intended readership are researchers in academia, industry, and other research institutes focusing on information science
and technology.
This book provides an ecosystem perspective in addressing the water resource management issues in the South Asian
region. It argues that aspects such as sources of water, its distribution and users; land–water interrelations; drivers of
change such as laws, policies and institutions; management of issues and technologies related to water supply;
institutional set-up; economic instruments such as pricing, taxes, subsidies; and economics of ecosystem services are
crucial. Climate changes, melting of glaciers and polar ice caps, rising sea level and the increased frequency of extreme
events, have to be factored into integrated management of water resources. This book addresses some of these major
issues related to aquatic ecosystems and focuses on three major aspects: (a) concepts related to ecosystems,
ecosystem services and their linkages with water; (b) human impacts on ecosystems, particularly the aquatic
ecosystems, and their assessment; and (c) the management, including policy, governance and economics. Comprising
new theories, research and case studies, the book will be useful those concerned with water resource management –
professionals, students and researchers.
Migration, Remittances and Development in South Asia explores the impact of migration on development in South Asian
countries, compiling extensive information on the migration flows and trends, migrant remittances and migration policies.
It discusses a number of proposals for effective cooperation on protection of migrant rights and promotion of migration
and development linkages. Through a nuanced look at the role of remittances in bringing about development, it takes
cognizance of the fact that remittances alone are unlikely to lift people out of poverty; rather, it is their interplay with other
economic, social and cultural factors which determines the scale and type of impact that remittances can have on poverty
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reduction. The book also examines how migration should be brought into the mainstream of development planning where
development must be understood as a dynamic process implying growth, advancement, empowerment and progress,
with the goal of enlarging the scope of human choices and creating an environment where citizens can live with dignity
and equality.
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