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This volume examines the cultural policy of the Catalan Autonomous Government under the
leadership of Jordi Pujol and his party, Convergència I Unió, who were in power from the postFranco transitional period through Pujol's retirement in 2003. Examining issues of national
identity and cultural nationalism in the context of globalization, multiculturalism, and the
commodifications of culture, this book looks at how Pujol's government tackled these
challenges. In addition, Kathryn Crameri analyzes the impact of devolved government on the
promotion and preservation of minority cultures and the contradictions inherent in a world
where national boundaries are supposedly diminishing.
Aquesta obra ofereix una presentació global de Catalunya com a país: la història i la identitat
col·lectiva, les institucions i els poders reals de l'autogovern , l'educació, la ciència, la cultura,
les tradicions, els esports i les perspect ives de futur en el context d'una Europa multicultural
són analitzats amb volunt at divulgativa. Més de 400 il·lustracions i tres annexos
complementen aquesta in formació bàsica.
The English West Country is a land of exceptional landscapes: many miles of wild, unspoilt
coastline and vast expanses of wild moorland; great cities such as Exeter, Plymouth, Bath and
Bristol; and market towns, villages and hamlets. Farming, mining, quarrying, fishing and trade
are the traditional industries of the counties of Wiltshire, Somerset, Dorset, Devon and
Cornwall. On one level, the West Country is the most English of all English regions, home of
clotted cream, thatch, church spires, folksong, hobby horses and Cecil Sharp. Yet the area
was trading with Mediterranean Europe before the Romans. For many years Bristol was the
centre of the slave trade, and many of its great mansions were built on the proceeds of slavery.
Great swathes of land in Dorset, Wiltshire and Devon are still used by the military and are offbounds to visitors. And within the West Country is the special case of Celtic Cornwall, and the
even more remote Isles of Scilly. People lived in the West Country long before Britain, or
England, were invented. From the great stone circles of Avebury and Stonehenge in Wiltshire
to the menhirs of Cornwall, and the wealth of prehistoric remains on the Isles of Scilly, this has
always been an inhabited landscape, crafted by men and women working closely with nature
and natural forces. John Payne explores this culturally rich and varied region, revealing many
facets of its distinctive and much-loved identity.
Catalan cuisine authority Daniel Olivella serves historical narratives alongside 80 carefully
curated Spanish food recipes, like tapas, paella, and seafood, that are simple and fresh. In
proud, vibrant Catalonia, food is what brings people together—whether neighbors, family, or
visitors. By the sea, over a glass of chilled vermouth and the din of happily shared, homemade
Pica Pica (tapas) is where you’ll find the most authentic Catalonia. The region is known for its
wildly diverse indigenous ingredients, from seafood to jamon Ibérico to strains of rice, and
richly flavored cuisine that has remained uniquely Catalan throughout its complex and fraught
history. In Catalan Food, the recipes are intended to be cooked leisurely and with love—the
Catalan way. Featuring traditional dishes like Paella Barcelonata (Seafood Paella) and Llom de
Porc Canari (Slow-roasted Pork Loin), as well as inventive takes on classics like Tiradito amb
Escalivada (Spanish Sashimi with Roasted Vegetable Purees) and Amanida de Tomàquet
amb Formatge de Cabra (Texas Peach and Tomato Salad with Goat Cheese), Catalan Food
brings heritage into any home cook’s kitchen, where Catalonia’s cuisine was born. To know a
culture, you must taste it; none is more rich and stunningly delicious than Catalonia’s.
This book, the first study of Catalan nationalism to appear in English, outlines the history of
Catalonia, showing how the national and cultural identity of the region persisted despite
persecution. This provides the necessary background for the analysis of the contemporary
political and cultural situation in Catalonia in the wider context of the European Union.
2017 saw Catalonia come under the world’s spotlight as it again fought for independence and
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the preservation and protection of its unique Catalan culture. Answering the questions and
complications behind the fight for Catalonian Independence, Catalonia Reborn is a detailed
guide to the region’s political, historical and cultural issues. For the layman as well as the
expert, it takes the reader through the rich history of Catalonia – its language, culture and
political background – to the present day, covering defining eras of the region from Franco’s
dictatorship to the 2017 independence referendum and elections.
"When the ox will fart, out of him I will dart!" "Quan el bou farà un pet, sortirà en Patufet!"
Finally En Patufet in a language that everyone in the house can read! You will love this
adorable version of En Patufet that can be enjoyed both in Catalan and in English, and will be
cherished by readers of all ages. This picture book is perfect both for those learning Catalan
and those interested in sharing the history and culture of Catalonia with people around the
world. The hilarious story is accompanied by beautiful black and white illustrations by Amaia
Rodríguez. In this book, you will find: ? A short bilingual version of the text to read along with
fun and engaging illustrations ? A timeless story about growing up - and farts! that will entertain
all children ? Access to one of the great stories of Catalan culture from wherever you are in the
world in a fun, fast and easy way
Describes the regions of Spain, covering such topics as vital statistics, economy, history, art,
music, literature, customs, historic sites, and cuisine of each area.

This volume presents studies of some of the key artistic manifestations in Catalonia in
recent times, a period of innovation and experimentation, and addresses issues
concerning literature, film, theatre and performance art. From the creation of a new
popular theatre in the work of the Valencian playwright Rodolf Sirera, or the conception
of landscape, myth and memory in the late work of the novelist Mercè Rodoreda and
the urgency of memory and remembrance in the writings of Jordi Coca, the effects of
censorship in Catalonia appear to have proved a spur and a challenge to writers.
Desiring to occupy illegal spaces, performance groups have manifested both literally
and metaphorically the international dimension of Catalan culture in the modern period,
posed in the present volume by the instances of La Cubana and Els Joglars, and
further evidenced in the cross-fertilization in the work of contemporary Catalan
playwrights and filmmakers to foreground issues of national plurality and tensions
arising between the periphery (Catalonia) and the centre (Spain and Castile).
Spanish Marxism Versus Soviet Communism is the first historical study of the P.O.U.M.
to appear in English. Drawing from his multi-volume work on the subject, which was
published in Spanish and Catalan, Victor Alba has collaborated with Stephen Schwartz
to produce a condensed and amplified study that is far more than a translation. Outside
Spain, the political movement known as the Workers Party of Marxist Unification
(Partido Obrero de Unificacion Marxist or P.O.U.M.) is chiefly known as the
revolutionary group with which George Orwell fought during the Spanish Civil War of
the 1930s. The events in which the P.O.U.M. found itself at the center of conflict
between Iberian revolutionaries and Soviet interests remain a controversial topic for
historians and other writers. This book presents a detailed picture of the organization
and its main antecedent, the Workers' and Peasants' Bloc, in the context of a
stimulating working class political culture. Those interested in Catalan history as well as
historians of Western European Marxism and the Spanish Civil War will find this book
useful. It will also be of interest to those concerned with Orwell and his experience in
Spain. A fitting tribute to the P.O.U.M.'s great struggle against Stalinism, Spanish
Marxism Versus Soviet Communism will surely stand out among the array of books that
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have been published on the Spanish Civil War period as a definitive study.
“A great source of inspiration,” this cookbook is a stunning, mouthwatering homage to
the unique, beloved, and healthy cuisine of Catalonia (Alice Waters, chef/owner of
Chez Panisse). Once an undiscovered gem among Europe’s culinary traditions, the
cuisine of Catalonia, a province of northeast Spain, has become an inspiration to some
of the world’s top chefs. Catalan Cuisine is the definitive guide to authentic Catalan
cooking—the book that introduced this remarkable cuisine to America, and a volume that
is found today in the kitchens of some of Catalonia’s most famous chefs. Using many
of the same fresh ingredients as other Mediterranean cuisines—tomato, garlic, olives,
beans, pasta, fruits, and a bounty of meat and seafood—Catalan cooking combines
them in unexpected and mouthwatering ways. With 200 memorable recipes that are
easy to prepare and sure to amaze, plus fascinating facts about the traditions, history,
and culture of Catalonia, Catalan Cuisine is required reading—or eating—for any
adventurous gourmand or Spanish food aficionado. “An intelligent, superbly written,
profound study of a great and fascinating cuisine.” —Paula Wolfert “Colman Andrews is
one of the most important champions of Catalan cuisine. This significant book
expresses a great love for our culture.” —Ferran Adrià, chef/owner of El Bulli
Agents of sedition who are heedlessly destroying Spain’s “consolidated democracy”?
Xenophobes simply interested in protecting their own wealth who are, behind the
rhetoric, not that different from the tribal authoritarians coming to the fore in Hungary
and northern Italy? These are but two of the many narrative tropes the Spanish
government and the establishment press in Europe and the US are rolling out to
counter the rise of separatist sentiment in Catalonia. In this book, Thomas S.
Harrington, an American with a deep familiarity with Catalan culture and history, argues
that, far from being a threat to democracy in Europe, the scrupulously peaceful and
people-driven movement for independence in Catalonia is, perhaps, the best hope we
have for spurring its much hoped-for renewal.
For more than three generations, the members of the God family controlled
Barcelonas top-selling newspaper La Vanguardia, navigating it through the countrys
turbulent 20th century. Whether under the corrupt politics of the Bourbon Restoration,
the radical transformations of the Second Republic or the tragedy of the Spanish Civil
War, La Vanguardia remained Barcelonas indisputable journalistic benchmark. Central
to this success was the God familys extraordinary capacity to meet the changing
tastes of a plural audience whilst adjusting to a changing political scenario. In parallel,
the ownership of the newspaper allowed family members to expand their interests to
other fields, such as politics, business and colonial rule in Cuba and Morocco. The longstanding reputation of the God dynasty, however, is in sharp contrast with the lack of
studies about their members and the newspaper they founded. This silence is due, in
part, to the influence that La Vanguardia still exerts on public life today. Drawing on
hitherto unused archival material, this book is the first account about the most
renowned publishers and the most important newspaper in Catalonias history. In so
doing, it also sheds new light on how the media shaped (and conditioned) Europes birth
of mass politics. In fact, while contemporaries often observed that newspapers had a
powerful influence over public affairs, historians have not systematically examined the
role of press owners as political actors. Likewise, media specialists have seldom
considered how the rise of the new mass press affected democratisation and the
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collapse of liberal institutions. In contrast, Pol Dalmau focuses on the case of a
renowned family in Barcelona to uncover the medias critical role in Europes uneven
road to modernity. Published in association with the Caada Blanch Centre for
Contemporary Spanish Studies
The current claims for independence in Catalonia raise new questions about how
Catalan-speaking people view their own past and future. The book covers the Catalanspeaking areas of Roussillon (in France) and in Spain the autonomous regions of the
Valencian Community, Catalonia and the Balearic Islands. Topics covered include the
Mediterranean Sea, population movements, revolt and revolution, the continuing impact
of the Spanish Civil War, the Catalan language and popular culture.
In a world increasingly dominated by visual sensation, our understanding of the role
and influence of comics and cartoon humor in popular culture has become essential.
This book offers a critical and cognitive focus that captures the changing fortunes of
Catalan humour production against the shifting political landscape in the period
1898–1982. It considers how Catalan satire has been influenced by periods of relative
calm as well as censorship, violence, war and dictatorship, and among its key features
is its presentation of a continued cartooning tradition that was not ended by the
installation of the Franco dictatorship, but which rather continued in a number of
adapted forms, playing its own role in the evolution of the period. Thus, as well as
introducing the most representative cartoonists and publications, the Catalan example
is used to explore broader aspects of this complex communication form, opening new
avenues for cultural, historical and socio-political research.
This volume helps us to understand that the current political disorders in Catalonia have
deep cultural roots. It focuses on the rise of Catalan cultural, national and linguistic
identity in the 20th century. What is happening in Catalonia? What lies behind its
political conflicts? Catalan identity has been evolving for centuries, starting in early
medieval ages (11th and 12lve centuries). It is not a modern phenomenon. The
emergence of imperial Spain in the 16 c. and the French Ancien Régime in the 17 c.
correlates with a decline of Catalan culture, which was politically absorbed by the
Spanish state after the conquest of Barcelona in 1714. However, Catalan language and
culture flourished again under the stimulus of the European Romantic Nationalism
movement (known as the Renaixença in Catalonia). During the first Dictatorship (Primo
de Rivera, 1923-1930), the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), and the long Francoist era
(1939-1975), Catalan language and culture were repressed, yet refurbished and
reconstructed at the same time. This rise of a plural, complex, and non-homogeneous
Catalan identity constitutes the subject matter of this volume. National conflicts that
emerged later in the Spanish democratic state leant heavily on the life engagement and
vital commitment experienced by the entrenched intellectual movements of the
twentieth century in Catalonia, Valencian Country and the Balearic Islands. This book
reveals the cultural and literary grassroots of these conflicts.
The rich cultural and political life of Spain has emerged from its complex history, from
the diversity of its peoples, and from continual contact with outside influences. This
updated edition traces that history from prehistoric times to the present, focusing
particularly on culture, society, politics, and personalities. Written in an engaging style,
it introduces readers to key themes that have shaped Spain's history and culture.
These include its varied landscapes and climates; the impact of waves of diverse
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human migrations; the importance of its location as a bridge between the Atlantic and
the Mediterranean and Europe and Africa; and religion, particularly militant Catholic
Christianity and its centuries of conflict with Islam and Protestantism, as well as
debates over the place of the church in modern Spain. Illustrations, maps and a guide
to further reading, major cultural figures, and places to see make the history of this
fascinating country come alive.
Catalonia - A Cultural HistoryAndrews UK Limited
Whether you're marveling at Gaudi masterpieces or cheering with locals at a fútbol
match, soak up the best of Catalonia's sun, sea, and delicious flavors with Moon
Barcelona & Beyond. Explore In and Around the City: Get to know Barcelona's most
interesting neighborhoods, like the Gothic Quarter, El Born, the Ciutat Vella, and
Gràcia, and nearby regions, including Girona, Sitges, and more Go at Your Own Pace:
Choose from tons of itinerary options designed for foodies, beach-goers, history buffs,
art lovers, and more See the Sights: Marvel at the Sagrada Familia's fantastical
architecture, hike through the colorful Parc Güell, see Picasso's earliest-known
drawings, and stroll the narrow streets of the Barri Gòtic Get Outside the City: Savor
cava in the Penedès wine region, swim in the sparkling water on the Costa Brava,
explore the medieval village of Besalú, or climb to the Sant Jeroni peak in Montserrat
Savor the Flavors: Feast on a seafood paella, sample your way through a bustling
market, and find the best spots for authentic tapas Experience the Nightlife: Sip sangria
on the beach, discover a local favorite cocktail bar, people-watch from a bustling
terrace, and enjoy regional Catalan wines Get to Know the Real Barcelona: Follow
suggestions from Barcelona transplant Carol Moran for supporting indie businesses
and avoiding crowds Full-Color Photos and Detailed Maps Handy Tools: Background
information on Catalan and Basque history and culture, plus tips on ethical travel, what
to pack, where to stay, and how to get around Day trip itineraries, favorite local spots,
and strategies to skip the crowds: Take your time with Moon Barcelona & Beyond.
Exploring more of Europe? Check out Moon Venice & Beyond or Moon Lisbon &
Beyond.
A History of Catalan Folk Literature is the fruit of a collaborative effort between fifteen
researchers from various universities and research centres who have joined forces to
create a broader study of Catalan folk literature that addresses the Catalan linguistic
and cultural territories in their entirety. Since the thirteenth century, Catalan culture has
created a rich and abundant literary legacy, and since the mid-nineteenth century this
has been complemented by a tradition of folklore studies that remains very much alive
today. Within this comparatively recent discipline, folk literature has played a
particularly important role. The book presents the evolution of Catalan folk literature
studies in each of the areas that make up the Catalan linguistic and cultural territories
referred to above. The period considered stretches from the mid-nineteenth century,
when the beginnings of a scientific interest in folklore emerged across Europe, to the
present day.
Some 750 alphabetically-arranged entries provide insights into the cultural and political
features of contemporary Spain. Including Catalonia, Galicia and the Basque country,
coverage spans from 1939 to the present.
Catalan Culture and Traditon. History Information, The people. Catalan culture has
developed its own unique and universal identity over the centuries. The innovative flair,
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creativity, capacity to absorb different influences, co-existence and tolerance values
has shaped a culture that is both national and cosmopolitan. Traditionally, art and
thought trends seep into Catalonia as a result of the country's geographic location,
open to the Mediterranean and European countries, and also due to the leading spirit
and attraction created by Barcelona. Catalan arts exemplify this national and universal
vocation. Ramon Llull, Ramon Muntaner and Joanot Martorell made valuable
contributions to the consolidation of the Catalan language and European medieval
literature. Jacint Verdaguer, Víctor Català and Joan Maragall, in different genres,
contributed decisively to the cultural Renaissance of the 19th Century. The 20th
Century was very prolific in talents that still have an extensive international
dissemination: from Salvador Espriu and Josep Pla to Josep Carner, Mercè Rodoreda,
Manuel de Pedrolo, Pere Calders, Jesús Moncada, Pere Gimferrer, Baltasar Porcel,
Quim Monzó, Miquel de Palol and Miquel Martí i Pol.
Over the last twenty years there has been a growing international interest in the city of
Barcelona. This has been reflected in the academic world through a series of studies,
courses, seminars, and publications. The Barcelona Reader hinges together a selection
of the best academic articles, written in English, about the city, and its main elements of
identity and interest: art, urban planning, history and social movements. The book
includes scholarly essays about Barcelona that can be of interest to the student and the
general public alike. It focuses on cultural representations of the city: the arts (including
literature) provide a complex yet discontinuous portrait of the city, similar to a
patchwork. The authors selected create a kaleidoscope of views and voices thus
presenting a diverse yet inclusive Barcelona portrait. The Barcelona Reader offers a
multifaceted assessment that will be essential reading for anyone interested in this
iconic city.
As a world destination for its history, culture and food, Barcelona occupies a special
place for international visitors and food lovers. The book reveals the culinary history of
the city of Barcelona and the region of Catalonia in Spain that narrates its rich
gastronomic traditions and recent epicurean revolution.
Nationalist movements in both the Basque Country and Catalonia are embedded in the
context of Spanish rule, but they differ profoundly in their goals, strategies,
constituencies, and success in marshaling public support. In a pathbreaking work of
historical sociology, Juan Diez Medrano examines these differences for the first time.
He provides not only a rich political history of the two cases but also a new explanation
for why some nationalist movements adopt separatism or violence. Diez Medrano
compares the formation of cultural identity in Catalonia and the Basque Country in an
investigation that starts in the seventeenth century. For each region, he looks at
patterns of industrialization, the establishment of nationalist parties before the Civil War,
levels of nationalist activity under Franco, and conditions in democratic Spain today.
The author considers conflicts within the populations that Basque and Catalan
nationalist movements have claimed to represent, as well as conflicts between the state
and nationalist organizations. The "nations" for whom these movements aim to speak,
he shows, are in fact deeply divided. He attributes the divergent developments of
Basque and Catalan nationalisms to the different relationships between the Madrid
government and the leading social group in each region.
Historical Dictionary of the Catalans deals not only with the people who live in
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Catalonia, but with the language and culture of the Catalan countries. This is done
through a chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, and over 600 crossreferenced dictionary entries on significant persons, places, events, institutions, and
aspects of culture, society, economy, and politics.
Since it emergence in the 19th century in response to feudalism, nationalism has been
a mixed blessing. Originally seen as a positive force, often enough it has resulted in
warfare and persecution of minorities, so much so that, over time, it has been
considered a social evil whose apparent decline has been greeted as a positive
development. The author disputes this or rather, he maintains that the picture that
emerges is more complex: nationalism is not disappearing but has taken on a different
form. What we are experiencing is an increasing autonomy of ethnonations, i.e. nations
without a state, in the wake of a weakening of the multinational states and the transfer
of their sovereignty upwards, in the case of Europe to the federation of the European
Union, and downwards to the "ethnonations." Catalonia is the major case study in this
book but it is embedded in a comprehensive theoretical framework as well as the
historical and contemporary reality of Europe, opening up a new perspective. The
author, one of the foremost scholars in this field, brilliantly succeeds in developing an
original, clear and comprehensive vision of nationalism that is accessible to a wide
readership.
"The analysis of Rodríguez Méndez's work from the late 1950s to the mid-70s is
enriched by detailed evidence from censors' reports, providing fascinating case studies
of the unpredictability of censorship under a dictatorial regime. Some of the most
powerful plays banned during that time have been revived since 1975, and the book
includes discussion of these influential productions. All quotations in Spanish are
translated into English."--Back cover.
In writing this brief history of Catalan literature, I have tried to bear in mind the needs of
the non-specialist reader with some knowledge of Spanish who wishes to know more
about an important but, on the whole, neglected area of Peninsular culture. Where
English readers are concerned, the task, unfortunately, is long overdue: in a recent and
otherwise excellent literary encyclopedia, the whole of Catalan literature is allotted the
same amount of space as Jean-Paul Sartre, and this seems characteristic of a situation
which few specialists as yet have tried to alter. The chief barrier, of course, is linguistic:
yet it is not difficult to acquire at least a reading knowledge of Catalan, and for reasons
which are given in Chapter 1, the older literature is relatively accessible to a modern
reader compared, say, with that of France or Spain. This accessibility gives an
impression of coherence to the entire range of Catalan literature which is reinforced to a
great extent by social and historical tendencies. Roughly speaking, Catalan literature
follows a recognizable European pattern, with one notable exception: the fact that its
course is interrupted for something like three centuries by what is usually known as the
period of "Decadence" (see Chapter 2). To see why this should be so demands an
awareness of certain historical facts, and these in turn point to the close
interpenetration of literature and society which is evident in most phases of Catalan
culture. Both the 19th-century revival and the more conscious programs of noucentisme
in the 20th are attempts to create a new national identity, a task which has lost none of
its urgency in the years since the Spanish Civil War. - Preface.
At the beginning of the eleventh century, Catalonia was a patchwork of counties,
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viscounties, and lordships that bordered Islamic al-Andalus to the south. Over the next
two centuries, the region underwent a dramatic transformation. The counts of
Barcelona secured title to the neighboring kingdom of Aragon through marriage and this
newly constituted Crown of Aragon, after numerous failed attempts, finally conquered
the Islamic states positioned along its southern frontier in the mid-twelfth century.
Successful conquest, however, necessitated considerable organizational challenges
that threatened to destabilize, politically and economically, this triumphant regime. The
Aragonese monarchy's efforts to overcome these adversities, consolidate its authority,
and capitalize on its military victories would impose lasting changes on its governmental
framework and exert considerable influence over future expansionist projects. In
Victory's Shadow, Thomas W. Barton offers a sweeping new account of the capture
and long-term integration of Muslim-ruled territories by an ascendant Christian regime
and a detailed analysis of the influence of this process on the governmental, economic,
and broader societal development of both Catalonia and the greater Crown of Aragon.
Based on over a decade of extensive archival research, Victory's Shadow deftly
reconstructs and evaluates the decisions, outcomes, and costs involved in this
experience of territorial integration and considers its implications for ongoing debates
regarding the dynamics of expansionism across the diverse boundary zones of
medieval Europe.
"35 experts explain the causes which impel them to the separation through essays on
Catalan history, economics, politics, language, and culture"--Cover.
Every year on 11 September, Catalonia celebrates its Diada, its National Day. But the
Diada of 2012 was like none other, as an enormous crowd calling for Catalan
independence took over the heart of Barcelona. Despite the carnival-like atmosphere
that day, the people were very serious about their demands. On the back of this show
of force, Catalonia's governing politicians turned secessionist claims into a new
headache for a government in Madrid that had only just survived a near-meltdown of
Spain's financial system. Four years later, the separatist challenge has neither come to
fruition, nor faded away. This book looks at how and why Catalan separatism reached
the top of Spain's political agenda, as well as its connection to the broader European
malaise generated by flawed political responses to financial and other crises. Through
extensive travel and reporting, as well as over fifty interviews with leading Catalan
personalities, Raphael Minder explains how Catalans feel about their economy, history
and culture, and how secessionist forces have tried to reshape Catalan identity.
Squeezed between more powerful France and Spain, Catalonia has endured a violent
history. Its medieval empire that conquered Naples, Sicily and Athens was crushed by
Spain. Its geography, with the Pyrenees falling sharply to the rugged Costa Brava, is
tormented, too. Michael Eaude traces this history and its monuments: Roman
Tarragona, celebrated by the poet Martial; Greek Empuries, lost for centuries beneath
the sands; medieval Romanesque architecture in the Vall de Boi churches (a World
Heritage Site) and Poblet and Santes Creus monasteries. He tells the stories of several
of Catalonia’s great figures: Abbot Oliva, who brought Moorish learning to Europe, the
ruthless mercenary, Roger de Flor, and Verdaguer, handsome poet-priest. Catalonia is
famous today for its twentieth-century art. This book focuses on the revolutionary Art
Nouveau buildings (including the Sagrada Familia) of Antoni Gaudi. It also explores the
region’s artistic legacy: the young Picasso painting Barcelona’s vibrant slums;
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Salvador Dali, inspired by the twisted rocks of Cap de Creus to paint his landscapes of
the human mind; and Joan Miro, discovering the colours of the red earth at Montroig.
For many, Spain conjures up images of rapacious conquistadors, the unworldly Don
Quixote, brave bullfighters, fiery flamenco dancers, and brilliant artists. All true
enough--but how does the reality conform to these stereotypes? The Spanish people
are certainly distinctive. Visitors are often astounded by their vitality, entranced by their
friendliness, and driven mad by their frequent indulgence of their friends and relatives.
They tend to be proud, passionate, spontaneous, generous, and loyal; they can also be
procrastinators, individualistic to a fault, suspicious, and, not least, very noisy! Spain
has had a major impact on European and world history. This is the nation that enjoyed
a golden age of enlightenment, that discovered America and gathered in its riches, and
that left the great legacy of its culture and its language, today spoken by over four
hundred million people. In the early twentieth century, Spain suffered a bitter civil war
and a stultifying dictatorship, from which it emerged in the late seventies to become
again an integral part of Europe and the international arena. Culture Smart! Spain
explores the complex human realities of modern Spanish life. It describes how history
and geography have created both regional differences and shared values and attitudes.
It reveals what the Spaniards are like at home, and in business, and how they socialize.
It prepares you for their boundless energy and widespread religious devotion; and
offers practical tips on how to behave and make the very most of your visit. The better
you understand the Spanish people, the more you will be enriched by your experience
of this vital, warm, and varied country--where the individual is important, and the
enjoyment of life is paramount.
Spain often conjures up a picture of rapacious conquistadores, fiery flamenco dancers,
and brilliant artists. How closely does everyday life in modern Spain conform to these
dramatic stereotypes? Culture Smart! Spain explores the complex human realities of
contemporary Spanish life. It describes how Spain's history and geography have
created regional differences, shared values, and attitudes, and reveals what the
Spaniards are like at home and in business, how they socialize, and how to build lasting
relationships with them.
This is a comprehensive view of Catalan history and culture from its classical and
medieval origins right up until 2004. Payne's personal tone brings alive highlights of
Catalan history and leading personalities of its cultural life.
Traces the political development of the Carolingian Spanish March and revises
traditional interpretations of Catalonia's political and constitutional history.
Spain occupies most of a peninsula that it shares with Portugal in southwestern
Europe. Under Muslim control for nearly 800 years, Spain enjoyed the introduction of
new farming techniques, magnificent palaces, mosques, gardens, and public baths.
Christians conquered Spain in 1722. Spain became a powerful empire in the 16th and
17th centuries. Catholic monarchs sent conquistadors to conquer, convert, and extract
riches from native population in the Americas. Spanish influence has been especially
strong there. Today Spanish is the first language of more than 200 million people
outside of Spain’s borders. Through primary sources, readers will get an in-depth look
at the history, culture, traditions, foods, and lifestyles of the people of Spain. From this
book, readers will come to know Spain and its people
"Painting is about studying the impression of a pebble falling onto the surface of the
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water, a bird in flight, the sun receding over the sea or among the mountain pines and
laurels." -Joan Mirò This quote from the world-famous Catalan painter Mirò, describing
his approach to art, served as a guiding principle for famed aerial photographer Yann
Arthus-Bertrand as he set out to explore Catalonia. This region of northeastern Spain
boasts a unique variety of landscapes, from sea to mountains to radiant Barcelona.
With his trademark poetry and magic, Arthus-Bertrand captures expansive landscapes
as well as intimate experiences in 150 photographs. Ramon Folch's text introduces us
to the history, culture, and key locations in Catalonia.
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