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Aspect And Modality 1 The Progressive And The Imperfective
This book explores the semantics of tense, aspect, modality and evidentiality in the North-East Caucasian (Nakh-Daghestanian)
language family. It offers an overview of the most challenging features and provides in-depth studies of selected TAME systems in
a number of languages.
This new edition of "Syntax: A functional-typological introduction" is at many points radically revised. In the previous edition (1984)
the author deliberately chose to de-emphasize the more formal aspects of syntactic structure, in favor of a more comprehensive
treatment of the semantic and pragmatic correlates of syntactic structure. With hindsight the author now finds the de-emphasis of
the formal properties a somewhat regrettable choice, since it creates the false impression that one could somehow be a
functionalist without being at the same time a structuralist. To redress the balance, explicit treatment is given to the core formal
properties of syntactic constructions, such as constituency and hierarchy (phrase structure), grammatical relations and relational
control, clause union, finiteness and governed constructions. At the same time, the cognitive and communicative underpinning of
grammatical universals are further elucidated and underscored, and the interplay between grammar, cognition and neurology is
outlined. Also the relevant typological database is expanded, now exploring in greater precision the bounds of syntactic diversity.
Lastly, Syntax treats synchronic-typological diversity more explicitly as the dynamic by-product of diachronic development or
grammaticalization. In so doing a parallel is drawn between linguistic diversity and diachrony on the one hand and biological
diversity and evolution on the other. It is then suggested that as in biology synchronic universals of grammar are exercised and
instantiated primarily as constraints on development, and are thus merely the apparent by-products of universal constraints on
grammaticalization.
This book explores the thesis that in the Kwa languages of West Africa, aspect and modality are more central to the grammar of
the verb than tense. Where tense marking has emerged it is invariably in the expression of the future, and therefore concerned
with the impending actualization or potentiality of an event, hence with modality, rather than the purely temporal sequencing
associated with tense. The primary grammatical contrasts are perfective versus imperfective. The main languages discussed are
Akan, Dangme, Ewe, Ga and Tuwuli while Nzema-Ahanta, Likpe and Eastern Gbe are also mentioned. Knowledge about these
languages has deepened considerably during the past decade or so and ideas about their structure have changed. The volume
therefore presents novel analyses of grammatical forms like the so-called S-Aux-O-V-Other or “future” constructions, and provides
empirical data for theorizing about aspect and modality. It should be of considerable interest to Africanist linguists, typologists, and
creolists interested in substrate issues.
Joan Bybee and her colleagues present a new theory of the evolution of grammar that links structure and meaning in a way that
directly challenges most contemporary versions of generative grammar. This study focuses on the use and meaning of
grammatical markers of tense, aspect, and modality and identifies a universal set of grammatical categories. The authors
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demonstrate that the semantic content of these categories evolves gradually and that this process of evolution is strikingly similar
across unrelated languages. Through a survey of seventy-six languages in twenty-five different phyla, the authors show that the
same paths of change occur universally and that movement along these paths is in one direction only. This analysis reveals that
lexical substance evolves into grammatical substance through various mechanisms of change, such as metaphorical extension
and the conventionalization of implicature. Grammaticization is always accompanied by an increase in frequency of the
grammatical marker, providing clear evidence that language use is a major factor in the evolution of synchronic language states.
The Evolution of Grammar has important implications for the development of language and for the study of cognitive processes in
general.
This book presents new perspectives on the study of Aspect and Modality in Chinese Historical Linguistics. Based on the
international Workshop on Aspect and Modality in Chinese, the book includes the latest research findings in the field to make them
available not only to specialists in Classical and Buddhist Chinese, but also to researchers and students of general linguistics and
of the universals of language. It also discusses different aspects of the AM (Aspect-Modality) and the TAM (Tense-AspectModality) system of Chinese. It provides a comprehensive overview of both of the universally related systems of aspect and
modality. The first part of the book focuses on aspectual features of Chinese; these include basic studies on the syntactic
representation of the aspectual structure of the verb phrase in Archaic Chinese, the aspectual function of different object
constructions and their development, temporal features of the verb phrase, and the aspectual functions of no minalization
processes. The second part includes articles highlighting different aspects of the modal system or the interplay between tense,
aspect and modality in Chinese, including a survey on the history of studies on modality in Chinese and the modal and temporal
aspectual/markers indicating future meanings, a specialized study on modal deontic verbs in the Buddhist Vinaya texts, the modal
function of rhetorical questions in Buddhist Chinese, and a study on the diachronic development of the aspectual and modal
system in Chinese.
The Graphical User Interface (GUI), as the most prevailing type of User Interface (UI) in today's interactive applications, restricts
the interaction with a computer to the visual modality and is therefore not suited for some users (e.g., with limited literacy or typing
skills), in some circumstances (e.g., while moving around, with their hands or eyes busy) or when the environment is constrained
(e.g., the keyboard and the mouse are not available). In order to go beyond the GUI constraints, the Multimodal (MM) UIs apear as
paradigm that provide users with great expressive power, naturalness and flexibility. In this thesis we argue that developing MM
UIs combining graphical and vocal modalities is an activity that could benefit from the application of a methodology which is
composed of: a set of models, a method manipulating these models and the tools implementing the method. Therefore, we define
a design space-based method that is supported by model-to-model colored transformations in order to obtain MM UIs of
information systems. The design space is composed of explicitly defined design options that clarify the development process in a
structured way in order to require less design effort. The feasability of the methodology is demonstrated through three case studies
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with different levels of complexity and coverage. In addition, an empirical study is conducted with end-users in order to measure
the relative usability level provided by different design decisions.
This monograph presents a morpho-syntactic investigation on modality, aspect, and negation by concentrating on Persian, and is
designed to contribute to theoretical linguistics and the study of Iranian languages. The analysis is based on the Minimalist
program. This research challenges the idea that the syntactic structure maps on the semantic interpretation or vice versa. The
discussion presented in this monograph shows that the syntactic structure of Persian modals is uniform no matter if the modals are
interpreted as having root or epistemic readings. Although it is claimed that modals are raising constructions in different
languages, modals in Persian, which does not have subject-raising constructions, show a different syntactic behavior.
Furthermore, the structural analysis of the interaction of Persian modals and negation shows that because of the scope interaction
of negation and modals, the syntactic structure of modals with respect to negation mostly corresponds to the semantic
interpretation of modals.
This book is Prof. Givón's long-awaited critical examination of the fundamental theoretical and methodological underpinnings of the
functionalist approach to grammar. It challenges functionalists to take their own medicine and establish non-circular empirical
definitions of both 'function' and 'structure'. Ideological hand-waving, however fervent and right-thinking, is seldom an adequate
substitute for analytic rigor and empirical responsibility. If the reductionist extremism of the various structuralist schools is to be
challenged on solid intellectual grounds, the challenge cannot itself be equally extreme in its reductionism. The book is divided into
nine chapters: 1. Prospectus, somewhat jaundiced (overview) 2. Markedness as meta-iconicity: Distributional and cognitive
correlates of syntactic structure 3. The functional basis of grammatical typology 4. Modal prototypes of truth and action 5. Taking
structure seriously: Constituency and the VP node 6. Taking structure seriously II: Grammatical relations and clause union 7. The
distribution of grammar in text: On interpreting conditional associations 8. Coming to terms with cognition: Coherence in text vs.
coherence in mind 9. On the co-evolution of language, mind and brain.
Preface -- 1. The semantics of tense, aspect and modality in the languages of the world / Lotte Hogeweg, Helen de Hoop & Andrej
Malchukov -- 2. Incompatible categories: Resolving the 'present perfective paradox' / Andrej L. Malchukov -- 3. The
perfective/imperfective distinction: Coercion or aspectual operators? / Corien Bary -- 4. Lexical and compositional factors in the
aspectual system of Adyghe / Peter M. Arkadiev -- 5. Event structure of non-culminating accomplishments / Sergei Tatevosov &
Mikhail Ivanov -- 6. The grammaticalised use of the Burmese verbs la 'come' and .wà 'go' / Nicoletta Romeo -- 7. Irrealis in
Yurakaré and other languages: On the cross-linguistic consistency of an elusive category / Rik van Gijn & Sonja Gipper -- 8. On
the selection of mood in complement clauses / Rui Marques -- 9. 'Out of control' marking as circumstantial modality in St'át'imcets /
Henry Davis, Lisa Matthewson & Hotze Rullmann -- 10. Modal geometry: Remarks on the structure of a modal map / Kees de
Schepper & Joost Zwarts -- 11. Acquisitive modals / Johan van der Auwera, Petar Kehayov & Alice Vittrant -- 12. Conflicting
constraints on the interpretation of modal auxiliaries / Ad Foolen & Helen de Hoop -- 13. Modality and context dependence /
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Fabrice Nauze -- 14. Verbal semantic shifts under negation, intensionality, and imperfectivity: Russian genitive objects / Barbara
H. Partee & Vladimir Borschev -- 15. The Estonian partitive evidential: Some notes on the semantic parallels between aspect and
evidential categories / Anne Tamm -- Index.
This book constitutes the documentation of the scientific outcome of the first meeting of the TIMELY network, the International
Workshop on Multidisciplinary Aspects of Time and Time Perception, which took place in Athens, Greece, in October 2010. The 21
papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected for inclusion in the book. They cover the following topics: conceptual
analysis and measurement of time; exploring factors associated with time perception variability; extending time research to
ecologically-valid stimuli and real-world applications; and uncovering the neural correlates of time perception.
In this volume the author examines verbal constructions in prescriptive legal texts written in English. Modal auxiliaries such as
shall, may and must are analysed, as well as indicative tenses such as the present simple, and also non-finite constructions such
as the -ing form and -ed participles. Results are based on specially compiled corpora of prescriptive texts coming from a wide
range of English-speaking countries and also international organizations such as the European Union and the UN. The author also
analyses the nature, extent and impact of the calls for change in legal language coming from the Plain Language Movement.
Although legal language tends to be depicted as being highly conservative and unchanging, the author shows that in certain parts
of the English-speaking world a minor revolution would appear to be taking place, while in other parts there is greater resistance to
change.
Different components of grammar interact in non-trivial ways. It has been under debate what the actual range of interaction is and
how we can most appropriately represent this in grammatical theory. The volume provides a general overview of various topics in
the linguistics of Romance languages by examining them through the interaction of grammatical components and functions as a
state-of-the-art report, but at the same time as a manual of Romance languages.
This book is a cross-linguistic and interdisciplinary exploration of modality within systemic functional linguistics (SFL). Drawing
upon the broad SFL notion of modality that refers to the intermediate degrees between the positive and negative poles, the
individual papers probe into the modality systems in English and Japanese. The papers cover issues such as the conceptual
nature of modality in both languages, the characterization of modulation in Japanese, the trans-grammatical aspects of modality in
relation to mood and grammatical metaphor in both languages, and the modality uses and pragmatic impairment by individuals
with a developmental disorder from a neurocognitive perspective. The book demonstrates a functional account of Japanese within
an SFL model of language with a fresh perspective to Japanese linguistics. It also refers to cross-linguistic issues concerning how
the principles and theories of SFL serve to empirically elaborate descriptions of individual languages, which will lead to the
enrichment of the theory and practice of linguistics and beyond.
Part of a four-volume series, "The Grammar of the English Verb Phrase", this book aims to provide a grammar of tense which can
be used both as an advanced reference grammar (for example by MA-level or postgraduate students of English or linguistics) and
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as a scientific study which can act as a basis for and stimulus to further research.
This volume addresses problems of semantics regarding the analysis of tense and aspect (TA) markers in a variety of languages,
including Arabic, Croatian, English, French, German, Russian, Thai, and Turkish. Its main interest goes out to epistemic uses of
such markers, whereby epistemic modality is understood as indicating “a degree of compatibility between the modal world and the
factual world” (Declerck). All contributions, moreover, tackle these problems from a more or less cognitive point of view, with some
of them insisting on the need to provide a unifying explanation for all usage types, temporal and non-temporal, and all of them
accepting the premise that the semantics of TA categories essentially refers to subjective, rather than objective, concerns. The
volume also represents one of the first attempts to gather accounts of TA marking (in various languages) that are explicitly set
within the framework of Cognitive Grammar. Ultimately, this volume aims to contribute to establishing an awareness that modal
meaning elements are directly relevant to the analysis of the grammar of time.
A Grammar of Mina is a reference grammar of a hitherto undescribed and endangered Central Chadic language. The book
contains a description of the phonology, morphology, syntax, and all the functional domains encoded by this language. For each
hypothesis regarding a form of linguistic expression and its function, ample evidence is given. The description of formal means and
of the functions coded by these means is couched in terms accessible to all linguists regardless of their theoretical orientations.
The outstanding characteristics of Mina include: vowel harmony; use of phonological means, including vowel deletion and vowel
retention, to code phrasal boundaries; two tense and aspectual systems, each system carrying a different pragmatic function; a
lexical category ‘locative predicator’ hitherto not observed in other languages; some tense, aspect, and mood markers that occur
before the verb, and others that occur after the verb; the markers of interrogative and negative modality that occur in clause-final
position; the conjunction used for a conjoined noun phrase in the subject function that differs from the conjunction used for a
conjoined noun phrase in all other functions.In addition to the coding of argument structure, adjuncts, tense, aspect, and mood
categories, Mina also codes the category point-of-view. The language has a clausal category ‘comment clause’ used in both
simple and complex sentences, which overtly marks the speaker’s comment on the proposition. The discourse structure has the
principle of unity of place. If one of the participants in a described event changes scene, that is coded by a special syntactic
construction in addition to any verb of movement that may be used. Because of these unusual linguistic characteristics, the
Grammar of Mina will be of interest to a wide range of linguists.
Jeju Island, located about 30 miles southwest of the Korean mainland, is famous for its natural beauty, dolhaleubang (“stone
grandfather”) statues, haenyeo (“sea women”) divers—and its language, which has only recently been recognized as distinct from
Korean. This finding—still considered controversial—undermines the centuries-old belief that Korea has a single language within its
borders and opens the door to an entirely new perspective on linguistic diversity in East Asia. Jejueo: The Language of Korea’s
Jeju Island offers both an introduction to the language and the foundation for a wave of new research on its many unique features.
Through its comprehensive approach, the book helps establish the importance of Jejueo to the cultural and linguistic heritage of
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not only Jeju Island, but also the entire Korean peninsula. After a brief introductory chapter on the history of the island and its
culture, the authors work their way through the language step by step, examining its sounds, part-of-speech system, and rich
inventory of suffixes for both nouns and verbs, to which several chapters are devoted. Carefully written to minimize technical
language and supplemented with hundreds of examples, the work is intended to be accessible to scholars working in all fields of
Korean studies. Jejueo tells the story of a language that has been under wraps for far too long and is now in peril. After centuries
of use as the first language of the island, only a few thousand elderly fluent speakers remain, leading UNESCO to classify Jejueo
as “critically endangered” in 2010. As the first full-length treatment of Jejueo in English, this book marks a milestone in Korean
studies and is sure to trigger extensive discussion of the language and its place in Korean society.
The Routledge Language Family Series is aimed at undergraduates and postgraduates of linguistics and language, or those with
an interest in historical linguistics, linguistics anthropology and language development. With close to 100 million speakers, TaiKadai constitutes one of the world's major language families. The Tai-Kadai Languages provides a unique, comprehensive, singlevolume tome covering much needed grammatical descriptions in the area. It presents an important overview of Thai that includes
extensive cross-referencing to other sections of the volume and sign-posting to sources in the bibliography. The volume also
includes much new material on Lao and other Tai-Kadai languages, several of which are described here for the first time. Muchneeded and highly useful, The Tai-Kadai Languages is a key work for professionals and students in linguistics, as well as
anthropologists and area studies specialists. ANTHONY V. N. DILLER is Foundation Director of the National Thai Studies Centre,
at the Australian National University. JEROLD A. EDMONDSON is Professor of Linguistics at the University of Texas Arlington
and a member of the Academy of Distinguished Scholars. YONGXIAN LUO is Senior Lecturer in the Asia Institute at the University
of Melbourne and a member of the Australian Linguistic Society.
A complete reference guide to modern Turkish grammar, this work presents a full and accessible description of the language,
concentrating on the real patterns of use.
This important new study examines in detail a semantic-pragmatic pattern surrounding the basic verb 'acquire' in nearly 30
Southeast Asian languages, concentrating on Lao, Vietnamese, Khmer, Kmhmu, Hmong, and varieties of Chinese. The book
makes a significant contribution to empirical work on semantic and grammatical change in a linguistic area, as well as representing
theoretical advances in cognitive semantics. Gricean pragmatics, semantic change, grammaticalization, language contact, and
areal linguistics. The book also examines how changes in the speech of individuals actually become changes in large-scale public
convention, 'language contact' is reconsidered, and traditional distinctions such as that between 'internal' and 'external' linguistic
mechanisms are challenged. This groundbreaking new book is for specialists in Southeast Asian linguistics as well as scholars of
descriptive semantics and pragmatics, grammaticalisation, linguistic change and evolution, areal linguistics and language contact,
history and linguistic anthropology.
This is the first textbook on Functional Discourse Grammar, a recently developed theory of language structure which analyses
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utterances at the pragmatic, semantic, morphosyntactic and phonological level. It focuses principally on English and provides
extensive exercises for students to use and evaluate the theory.
This volume explores properties of ‘sit’, ‘stand’, and ‘lie’ verbs, reflecting three of the most salient postures associated with
humans. An introductory chapter by the Editor provides an overview of directions for research into posture verbs. These directions
are then explored in detail in a number of languages: Dutch; Korean; Japanese; Lao; Chantyal, Magar (Tibeto-Burman);
Chipewyan (Athapaskan); Trumai (spoken in Brazil); Kxoe (Khoisan); Mbay (Nilo-Saharan); Oceanic; Enga, Ku Waru (Papuan);
Arrernte, Pitjantjatjara, Ngan’gityemerri (Australian). The contributors discuss data relevant to many fields of linguistic inquiry,
including patterns of lexicalization (e.g., simplex or complex verb forms), morphology (e.g., state vs. action formations),
grammaticalization (e.g., extension to locational predicates, aspect markers, auxiliaries, copulas, classifiers), and figurative
extension. A final chapter reports on an experimental methodology designed to establish the relevant cognitive parameters
underlying speakers’ judgements on the polysemy of English stand. Taken together, the chapters provide a wealth of crosslinguistic data on posture verbs.
A human-inspired, linguistically sophisticated model of language understanding for intelligent agent systems. One of the original
goals of artificial intelligence research was to endow intelligent agents with human-level natural language capabilities. Recent AI
research, however, has focused on applying statistical and machine learning approaches to big data rather than attempting to
model what people do and how they do it. In this book, Marjorie McShane and Sergei Nirenburg return to the original goal of
recreating human-level intelligence in a machine. They present a human-inspired, linguistically sophisticated model of language
understanding for intelligent agent systems that emphasizes meaning--the deep, context-sensitive meaning that a person derives
from spoken or written language.
The field of verbal aspect has been a focus for the derivation of a multiplicity of theoretical approaches ranging over decades of
linguistic research. From the point of view of recent studies, though, there has been relatively little emphasis on the nature of the
interaction of aspect with other categories, and the ways in which our knowledge of aspect acts as a primary semantic contributor
to the creation of other basic verbal parameters such as tense and modality. This book aims to cross some of the categorial
borders, using a collection of studies on the interfaces of English aspect with other grammatical domains. The studies in the book
have been assembled in order to answer two central issues surrounding the nature of English aspect: the possibility of the
historical co-existence of a perfective and imperfective grammatical distinction in English, and the derivation of modality as an
inference arising out of specific conflicts and combinations of lexical and grammatical aspect. In answering these questions, a datadriven, rather than a theory-driven approach is favoured, and the general principles of Gricean pragmatics and grammaticalisation
are applied to a wide range of empirical sources to propose alternative explanations to some long-established problems of English
historical linguistics and semantics.
This volume contains thematic papers on semantic change which emerged from the second edition of Formal Diachronic
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Semantics held at Saarland University. Its authorship ranges from established scholars in the field of language change to
advanced PhD students whose contributions have equally qualified and have been selected after a two-step peer-review process.
The key foci are variablity and diachronic trajectories in scale structures and quantification, but readers will also find a variety of
further (and clearly non-disjoint) issues covered including reference, modality, givenness, presuppositions, alternatives in language
change, temporality, epistemic indefiniteness, as well as - in more general terms - the interfaces of semantics with syntax,
pragmatics and morphology. Given the nature of the field, the contributions are primarily based on original corpus studies (in one
case also on synchronic experimental data) and present a series of new findings and theoretical analyses of several languages,
first and foremost from the Germanic and Romance subbranches of Indo-European (English, French, German, Italian, Spanish)
and from Semitic (with an analysis of universal quantification in Biblical Hebrew).
This collective volume explores clause-linkage strategies in a cross-linguistic perspective with greater emphasis on subordination.
Part I presents some theoretical reassessment of syntactic terminologies and distinctive criteria for subordination, as well as
typological methods based on sets of variables and statistics allowing cross-linguistic comparability. Part II deals with strategies
relating to clause-chaining, conjunctive conjugations, converbial constructions, masdars. Part III centers on the interaction
between the syntax, pragmatics, and semantics of clause-linking and subordination, in relation to informa-tional structure, to
referential hierarchy, and correlative constructions. Part IV presents insights in the clause-linking and subordinating functions of
some T.A.M. markers, verbal inflectional morphology and conjugation systems, which may also interact with informa-tional
hierarchy, via the backgrounding effects and lack of illocutionary force of some aspect and mood forms. The volume is of particular
interest to linguists and typologists working on clause-linkage systems and on the interface between syntax, pragmatics, and
semantics.
Human Factors and Ergonomics have made a considerable contribution to the research, design, development, operation and
analysis of transportation systems which includes road and rail vehicles and their complementary infrastructure, aviation and
maritime transportation. This book presents recent advances in the Human Factors aspects of Transportation. These advances
include accident analysis, automation of vehicles, comfort, distraction of drivers (understanding of distraction and how to avoid it),
environmental concerns, in-vehicle systems design, intelligent transport systems, methodological developments, new systems and
technology, observational and case studies, safety, situation awareness, skill development and training, warnings and workload.
This book brings together the most recent human factors work in the transportation domain, including empirical research, human
performance and other types of modeling, analysis, and development. The issues facing engineers, scientists, and other
practitioners of human factors in transportation research are becoming more challenging and more critical. The common theme
across these sections is that they deal with the intersection of the human and the system. Moreover, many of the chapter topics
cross section boundaries, for instance by focusing on function allocation in NextGen or on the safety benefits of a tower controller
tool. This is in keeping with the systemic nature of the problems facing human factors experts in rail and road, aviation and
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maritime research– it is becoming increasingly important to view problems not as isolated issues that can be extracted from the
system environment, but as embedded issues that can only be understood as a part of an overall system.
In order to determine whether two participants in a discussion are in real dis/agreement, one must compare their propositions.
Comparison presupposes yardsticks in common. Analysis of Dis/agreement thematises such yardsticks, in that it demonstrates the
existence, content and factual significance of a relatively well-delimited set of proposition types and proposition patterns, with their
accompanying tenability criteria and motivating interests. The book is a work in the field of legal theory by virtue of its
demonstrating how lawyers' power of judgement is constituted in and through these yardsticks. The book is interdisciplinary by
virtue of its demonstrating how the same yardsticks come into play more generally in argumentation formulated in everyday
language, i.e. independently of law. And the book is a work in the field of philosophy by virtue of its demonstrating the existence
and factual significance of language and argumentation actions with a certain independence in relation to the level of controversial
fundamental philosophical positions.
This volume represents the culmination of an extensive research project that studied the development of linguistic form/function
relations in narrative discourse. It is unique in the extent of data which it analyzes--more than 250 texts from children and adults
speaking five different languages--and in its crosslinguistic, typological focus. It is the first book to address the issue of how the
structural properties and rhetorical preferences of different native languages--English, German, Spanish, Hebrew, and
Turkish--impinge on narrative abilities across different phases of development. The work of Berman and Slobin and their
colleagues provides insight into the interplay between shared, possibly universal, patterns in the developing ability to create wellconstructed, globally organized narratives among preschoolers from three years of age compared with school children and adults,
contrasted against the impact of typological and rhetorical features of particular native languages on how speakers express these
abilities in the process of "relating events in narrative." This volume also makes a special contribution to the field of language
acquisition and development by providing detailed analyses of how linguistic forms come to be used in the service of narrative
functions, such as the expression of temporal relations of simultaneity and retrospection, perspective-taking on events, and textual
connectivity. To present this information, the authors prepared in-depth analyses of a wide range of linguistic systems, including
tense-aspect marking, passive and middle voice, locative and directional predications, connectivity markers, null subjects, and
relative clause constructions. In contrast to most work in the field of language acquisition, this book focuses on developments in
the use of these early forms in extended discourse--beyond the initial phase of early language development. The book offers a
pioneering approach to the interactions between form and function in the development and use of language, from a typological
linguistic perspective. The study is based on a large crosslinguistic corpus of narratives, elicited from preschool, school-age, and
adult subjects. All of the narratives were elicited by the same picture storybook,Frog, Where Are You?, by Mercer Mayer. (An
appendix lists related studies using the same storybook in 50 languages.) The findings illuminate both universal and languagespecific patterns of development, providing new insights into questions of language and thought.
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Although somatosensory system works in tandem with the motor system in biology, the majority of the prosthetics research and
commercial efforts had focused on accommodating movement deficits. With the development of neuroprostheses in the last 15
years, it has become evident that somatosensory input (mainly as touch and proprioception) is essential for motor control,
manipulating objects, and embodiment, in addition to its primary role for sensory perception. Somatosensory Feedback for
Neuroprosthetics covers all relevant aspects to facilitate learning and doing research and development in the field. To understand
the properties of the body to create viable solutions, this book starts with chapters reviewing the basic anatomy, physiology, and
psychophysics of the somatosensory system, sensorimotor control, and instrumentation. Some sections are dedicated to invasive
(peripheral and central, mainly cortical) and noninvasive (vibrotactile, electrotactile, etc.) approaches. Final chapters cover future
technologies such as novel sensors and electrodes, safety, and clinical testing, and help to make up future prospects for this field
with an emphasis on development and end use. With contributions from renowned experts, the contents include their recent
findings and technical details necessary to understand those findings. Provides a concise review of the somatosensory system
and latest advances in the use of somatosensory feedback for neuroprosthetics Analyzes many approaches to somatosensory
feedback Provides the most detailed work on somatosensory neuroprostheses, their development, and applications in real life
work.
This is the first edited volume that tackles the acquisition of the present (tense, aspect, temporality), an under-researched area,
particularly compared to the acquisition of past temporality. The first two chapters focus on the L1 acquisition of English from the
perspective of the Aspect hypothesis and the Verb-Island hypothesis Wang & Shirai) and the L1 acquisition of French from the
perspective of the zero-tense hypothesis (Demirdache & Lungu). The remaining chapters tackle the L2 acquisition of English
(Liszka, Al-Thubaiti, Vraciu), French (Ayoun, Saillard), Spanish (Gabriele et al.), Russian (Martelle) and Japanese (Shirai & Li) by
learners of different L1s (French, English, Arabic, Chinese and Korean), testing various semantic and syntactic hypotheses. The
last chapter presents a summary of the findings, and offers a few conclusions as well as broad directions for future research.
This book introduces the principles and practice of writing a comprehensive reference grammar. Several thousand distinct
languages are currently spoken across the globe, each with its own grammatical system and its own selection of diverse
grammatical structures. Comprehensive reference grammars offer a basis for understanding linguistic diversity and can provide a
unique perspective into the structure and social and cognitive underpinnings of different languages. Alexandra Aikhenvald
describes the means of collecting, analysing, and organizing data for use in this type of grammar, and discusses the typological
parameters that can be used to explore relationships with other languages. She considers how a grammar can made to reflect and
bring to life the society of its speakers through background explanation and the judicious choice of examples, as well as by
showing how its language, history, and culture are intertwined. She ends with a full glossary of terms and guidance for those
wanting to explore a particular linguistic phenomenon or language family. The Art of Grammar is the ideal resource for students
and teachers of linguistics, language studies, and inductively-oriented linguistic, cultural, and social anthropology.
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The 20 revised full papers presented in this book together with 4 section surveys were carefully reviewed and selected
from the papers contributed to the 14th International Conference on Applications of Prolog, INAP 2001, held in Tokyo,
Japan, in October 2002. The papers are devoted to the four tightly interwoven aspects knowledge acquisition, knowledge
management, knowledge processing, and knowledge distribution, all in the context of the World Wide Web; they are
organized in topical sections on Web languages and logic, knowlege acquisition and knowledge representation, decision
support by advanced logic programming, and Web-knowledge management and data mining. The book is targeted to
designers and users of e-business systems and e-government systems, for IT professionals who build such systems, as
well as for the wider audience interested in the technical background of knowledge processing for the Web.
The expression of temporal relations, notably through tense and aspect, is central in all processes of communication, but
commonly perceived and described as a major hurdle for non-native speakers. While this topic has already received
considerable attention in the SLA literature, it features less prominently in recent corpus-based studies of learner
language. This volume intends to close this gap. It shows which additional insights into the area of tense and aspect in
learner language can be gained using corpus data, addressing the following questions: In which ways do corpus-based
studies complement work based on other methods?; How can a corpus-based approach inform theories on the
acquisition of tense and aspect specifically, and of language acquisition in general?; Are results language-specific or can
universal principles be established?; How pervasive are effects of mode/register within learner corpus data?; What role
does native and non-native input play?; Which methodological challenges come to the fore when using corpus data
instead of elicited data?; How can the notion of “target(-like)” performance be operationalized for corpus material?;
Which implications do the findings from the learner corpora have for the teaching and learning of the target language?
Originally published as special issue of International Journal of Learner Corpus Research 4:2 (2018)
Syntax – the study of sentence structure – has been at the centre of generative linguistics from its inception and has
developed rapidly and in various directions. The Cambridge Handbook of Generative Syntax provides a historical context
for what is happening in the field of generative syntax today, a survey of the various generative approaches to syntactic
structure available in the literature and an overview of the state of the art in the principal modules of the theory and the
interfaces with semantics, phonology, information structure and sentence processing, as well as linguistic variation and
language acquisition. This indispensable resource for advanced students, professional linguists (generative and nongenerative alike) and scholars in related fields of inquiry presents a comprehensive survey of the field of generative
syntactic research in all its variety, written by leading experts and providing a proper sense of the range of syntactic
theories calling themselves generative.
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Nyakyusa is an underdescribed Bantu language spoken by around 800.000 speakers in the Mbeya Region of Tanzania.
This book provides a detailled description of the verb in this language. The topics covered include the complex
morphophonological and morphological processes as well as verb-to-verb derivation, copula verbs and grammaticalized
verbs of motion. The main body of the book consists of a detailed description of tense, aspect and modality
constructions, which includes not only an in-depth discussion of their sentence level semantics, but also of their patterns
of employment in discourse.
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