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In this fascinating work, Louise Purbrick offers an alternative analysis of contemporary
domestic consumption. She investigates the ritualized presentation of objects upon
marriage, and their subsequent cycles of exchange within the domestic sphere.
Focusing on gift-giving in Britain from 1945 to the present, comparative context is
provided by material from North America and Europe. Presenting new material on the
enactment of exchange relationships within everyday domesticity, the book makes
significant historical, theoretical and methodological contributions to the analysis of
contemporary consumption. It also re-evaluates consumption theory as well as
examining the methodology of recent studies in consumption and domesticity, pressing
for a more rigorous approach to the use of case studies. By considering how the
specific contexts in which consumption occurs, such as married domesticity, can limit
possible versions of selfhood, The Wedding Present tests the assumption that
consuming creates individual identities. Thus, the book argues, consumption cannot be
isolated as an explanation of individual or social formation.
Marissa Langerson recently got divorced, losing everything, and is struggling to regain
her life and reenter her single life by online dating. She comes from the small town of
Gossip where the focus of everyone's conversations is on Marissa and how she threw
her life away in the divorce. The town, including Marissa's own parents, love her ex
lawyer of a husband Henry. She is now trying to succeed as a divorce woman on online
dating while struggling to stay alive.
Covering such wedding staples as attendants, invitations, registries, showers, the
ceremony, the reception, and thank yous, Etiquette guru Jeanne Hamilton will give
numerous examples of bad etiquette that should be avoided at all costs, such as: -No
bride owns the calendar. Insisting that everyone within your acquaintance had not dare
schedule their wedding anywhere within a six month time period labels you as a classic
Bridezilla. -Sponsored wedding, at which vendors who donate their services are offered
the opportunity to put their logos on various wedding related paper products. -It is never
wise to make bridesmaid offers while in the grip of fluttery, just-engaged emotions. You
may have to rescind those offers later when you realize you were just a bit too hasty.
Once having made the offer, it is extraordinarily ungracious to rescind it, unless you
want a seething friend or sister using your engagement photo as a dartboard.
-Enclosing a blank deposit form for a bank account bearing the names of the bride and
the groom with the invitation. And much more! This is a hilarious exploration of how
weddings can literally drive people mad.
This book contains selected poems, plays, and prose by Bertolt Brecht taken from
various points throughout his career. It includes translations of two prose works and
provides some background information on Brecht's life and career.
Peer Gynt Henrik Ibsen The epic story of Peer's quest for the meaning of life as he
staggers from the fjords of Norway to the deserts of Africa and back. Copyright © Libri
GmbH. All rights reserved.
The Diary of a Pissed Off Mom is just that. Follow me through my journey of
motherhood. My story is of a young woman becoming a mother, growing with children
and a husband. I share with you the joys, sorrows, trials and tribulations of all that goes
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with parenting. I am sharing with you the reality of the And They All Lived Happily Ever
After .. The truth is, that fairy tale idealism is a load of bullcaca. I didn t realize how
difficult marriage and children were. Over the years I have developed my diary not just
for them to know who their mother was, but what it was like raising them. Once the
teenage years arrived all preconceived thoughts and ideas of parenting strategies went
right out the window. I have elaborated on events to add perspective and enlightenment
to you, the reader. My wish is to help other parents realize that if you stay true to your
beliefs and keep love in your heart, anything can be overcome.
It's time to return to civilisation... Patricia Shaw's On Emerald Downs is a dramatic tale
of an escaped convict, set against the amazing back-drop of the Australian outback.
The perfect read for fans of Colleen McCullough and Fleur McDonald. 'On Emerald
Downs is a solid, exciting and well-researched story with the added novelty of being set
in Australia during frontier times' - The Argus (Brighton) Ten years after he first took
shelter with the Queensland Aborigines, Jack Drew - an escaped convict - has decided
the time has come to return to civilisation. He finds employment on a back-country farm
called Emerald Downs, and when the owner, Major Ferrington, is ordered to roust the
Aborigines who have been terrorising the area, Jack is horrified to find he must go with
him as a scout. The farm is left in the hands of Adrian Pinnock - the brother of Major
Ferrington's fiancée, Jessie - but when Jessie herself insists on accompanying him
dealings on the once well-ordered estate take a very different course. It soon becomes
clear that the shattering events of these frontier times will give new meaning to all their
lives... What readers are saying about On Emerald Downs: 'Impossible to put down'
'Outlines the problems that existed between the convict settlers and the free settlers,
and the problems they encountered in opening up new territory' 'Well worth the 5 star
rating'
From Scandinavia across Russia to Hollywood, then on, via Switzerland and a flirtation
with Salzburg, back to his own disappointing country, Brecht makes shrewd if
sometimes harsh judgements on the people he meets. Some people included are:
Thomas Mann, the Frankfurt philosophers, Schonberg, Isherwood, D'Annunzio, Ezra
Pound, Wordsworth, Margaret Steffin, and more.
Reveals how many of our customs and wedding rituals were the product of
sophisticated advertising campaigns, merchandising promotions, and entrepreneurial
innovations. The businesses and entrepreneurs, from jewelers to bridal consultants and
caterers, set the stage for today's multibillion-dollar industry.
This Introduction is an exciting journey through the different styles of theatre that
twentieth-century and contemporary directors have created. It discusses artistic and
political values, rehearsal methods and the diverging relationships with actors,
designers, other collaborators and audiences, and treatment of dramatic material.
Offering a compelling analysis of theatrical practice, Christopher Innes and Maria
Shevtsova explore the different rehearsal and staging principles and methods of such
earlier groundbreaking figures as Stanislavsky, Meyerhold and Brecht, revising
standard perspectives on their work. The authors analyse, as well, a diverse range of
innovative contemporary directors, including Ariane Mnouchkine, Elizabeth LeCompte,
Peter Sellars, Robert Wilson, Thomas Ostermeier and Oskaras Koršunovas, among
many others. While tracing the different roots of directorial practices across time and
space, and discussing their artistic, cultural and political significance, the authors
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provide key examples of the major directorial approaches and reveal comprehensive
patterns in the craft of directing and the influence and collaborative relationships of
directors.
The Lehrstücke (or 'learning-plays') lie at the heart of Brechtian theatre. Written during
1929 and 1930, years of far-reaching political and economic upheaveal in Germany and
the period of Brecht's most sharply Communist works, these short plays show an
abrupt rejection of most of the trappings of conventional theatre. The Lehrstücke are
spare and highly formalized pieces intended for performance by amateurs, on the
principle that the moral and political lessons contained in them can best be taught by
participation in an actual production. There is nothing in the drama of the twentieth
century to match the precision of their language and the economy of their theatrical
technique.
DIVAn anthology of articles from periodicals of the 1890s, chosen to reflect various
aspects of American culture during the last fin-de-siecle./div

A collection of stories exploring political and social conditions is accompanied by
a brief portrait of the life of the distinguished German author
Published specifically for a National Theatre production, this translation of
Bertolt's drama, a parable of good and evil, is the tale of Shen Te, a prostitute
who must invent and impersonate a ruthless male cousin in order not to be
bankrupted and ruined by greedy neighbours.
This work explores what it means to be modern and what it means to be Korean
in a culture where courtship and marriage are often the crucible in which notions
of gender and class are cast and recast. Touching on a number of important
issues--identity, romantic love, women's work, marriage negotiations, and
wedding ceremonies--Laurel Kendall gives us a new appreciation for how
Koreans have adapted this pivotal social practice to the astounding changes of
the past century. Kendall attended her first Korean wedding in 1970, soon after
she arrived in the country with the Peace Corps. Years later, as a seasoned
anthropologist, she began interviewing both working-class and middle-class
couples, matchmakers, purveyors of dowry goods, and proprietors of wedding
halls. She consulted etiquette handbooks and women's magazines and analyzed
cartoons, photographs, and weddings themselves. The result is an engaging
account of how marriage matches are made, how families proceed through the
rites, how they finance ceremonies and elaborate exchanges of ritual goods, and
how these practices are integral to the construction of adult identities and notions
of ideal women and men. The book is also a reflection on what it means to write
Korea in a complex and ever changing social milieu.
First published in 1992, Subject to Others considers the intersection between late
seventeenth- to early nineteenth-century British female writers and the colonial
debate surrounding slavery and abolition. Beginning with an overview that sets
the discussion in context, Moira Ferguson then chronicles writings by AngloSaxon women and one African-Caribbean ex-slave woman, from between 1670
and 1834, on the abolition of the slave trade and the emancipation of slaves.
Through studying the writings of around thirty women in total, Ferguson
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concludes that white British women, as a result of their class position, religious
affiliation and evolving conceptions of sexual difference, constructed a colonial
discourse about Africans in general and slaves in particular. Crucially, the
feminist propensity to align with anti-slavery activism helped to secure the
political self-liberation of white British women. A fascinating and detailed text, this
volume will be of particular interest to undergraduate students researching
colonial British female writers, early feminist discourse, and the anti-slavery
debate.
Library has v. 7 only.
In Egypt, singing and dancing are considered essential on happy occasions.
Professional entertainers often perform at weddings and other celebrations, and
a host family’s prestige rises with the number, expense, and fame of the
entertainers they hire. Paradoxically, however, the entertainers themselves are
often viewed as disreputable people and are accorded little prestige in Egyptian
society. This paradox forms the starting point of Karin van Nieuwkerk’s look at
the Egyptian entertainment trade. She explores the lives of female performers
and the reasons why work they regard as "a trade like any other" is considered
disreputable in Egyptian society. In particular, she demonstrates that while male
entertainers are often viewed as simply "making a living," female performers are
almost always considered bad, seductive women engaged in dishonorable
conduct. She traces this perception to the social definition of the female body as
always and only sexual and enticing—a perception that stigmatizes women
entertainers even as it simultaneously offers them a means of livelihood. Drawn
from extensive fieldwork and enriched with the life stories of entertainers and
nightclub performers, this is the first ethnography of female singers and dancers
in present-day Egypt. It will be of interest to a wide audience in anthropology,
women’s studies, and Middle Eastern culture, as well as anyone who enjoys
belly dancing.
Yekl (1896), the first novel upon which the much acclaimed film Hester Street
was based, was probably the first novel in English that had a hero from the New
York's East Side.
Some of the poorest regions of historic Britain had some of its most vibrant
festivities. Between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, the peoples of
northern England, Lowland Scotland, and Wales used extensive celebrations at
events such as marriage, along with reciprocal exchange of gifts, to emote a
sense of belonging to their locality. Bride Ales and Penny Weddings looks at
regionally distinctive practices of giving and receiving wedding gifts, in order to
understand social networks and community attitudes. Examining a wide variety of
sources over four centuries, the volume examines contributory weddings, where
guests paid for their own entertainment and gave money to the couple, to
suggest a new view of the societies of 'middle Britain', and re-interpret social and
cultural change across Britain. These regions were not old fashioned, as is
commonly assumed, but differently fashioned, possessing social priorities that
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set them apart both from the south of England and from 'the Celtic fringe'. This
volume is about informal communities of people whose aim was maintaining and
enhancing social cohesion through sociability and reciprocity. Communities relied
on negotiation, compromise, and agreement, to create and re-create consensus
around more-or-less shared values, expressed in traditions of hospitality and
generosity. Ranging across issues of trust and neighbourliness, recreation and
leisure, eating and drinking, order and authority, personal lives and public
attitudes, R. A. Houston explores many areas of interest not only to social
historians, but also literary scholars of the British Isles.
Werewolves, vampires, witches, voodoo, Elvis---and weddings An "ordinary"
wedding can get crazy enough, so can you imagine what happens when
otherworldly creatures are involved? Nine of the hottest authors of paranormal
fiction answer that question in this delightful collection of supernatural wedding
stories. What's the seating plan when rival clans of werewolves and vampires
meet under the same roof? How can a couple in the throes of love overcome
traps set by feuding relatives---who are experts at voodoo? Will you have a good
marriage if your high-seas wedding is held on a cursed ship? How do you deal
with a wedding singer who's just a little too good at impersonating Elvis? · L. A.
Banks · Jim Butcher · Rachel Caine · P. N. Elrod · Esther M. Friesner · Lori
Handeland · Charlaine Harris · Sherrilyn Kenyon · Susan Krinard Shape-shifters,
wizards, and magic, oh my!
"Take one baby and a mother who's not sure if she's ready. Add a soldier
returned from war and a grandmother holding the fort. Mix in a landscape of
flatness and a pinch of violence in the countryside and maybe, just maybe, you'll
get a miracle." "Molly Davies' debut, A Miracle, is a play about wanting a better
life. It premiered at the Royal Court Theatre, London, on 27 February 2009."
--Book Jacket.
This book is the first in English to examine irregular migration from post-Soviet
states, focusing in particular on migration to the United States. Due to
globalization and the end of the Cold War, citizens of the former Soviet Union are
on the move as never before. The political, economic, and social changes that
followed the collapse of the Soviet Union resulted in widespread poverty and
unemployment and also created a large pool of potential migrants. Thousands of
individuals from poor post-Soviet countries migrate to the West in search of
better-paid work in an effort to provide for themselves and their families both
through legal channels, and in their absence, illegally. In recent years
immigration has become a topic of heated debate in many Western countries: the
estimated number of undocumented immigrants in the United States has reached
11 million, precipitating a new legislative focus on reforming the immigration
system, culminating in the highly controversial Border Protection, Antiterrorism,
and Illegal Immigration Control Act passed by the House of Representatives in
2005 but eventually "killed" in the Senate. This book examines all these issues,
discussing the reasons for migration, the profile of the migrants, how the process
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of migration works and how the migrants obtain their U.S. visas, where they work
once in the United States and their intentions with regards to their possible return
home. This book explores the reality of post-Soviet migration where the mostly
well-educated former professionals end up in low-wage unskilled jobs as
domestic workers, child care givers, and construction workers, sometimes in
exploitative labor situations. Overall, this book provides a detailed account of postSoviet illegal migration to the United States, focusing in particular on Central
Asian and Georgian migrants, and will be of interest to scholars of US politics as
well as Russia, Central Asia,and the Caucasus specialists.
A groundbreaking work that treats writing as a ritual practice and texts as ritual
objects.
"Brecht's famous parable, showing that in aggressive and unjust societies good
can only survive by means of evil, was written in 1939-41, while Brecht was in
flight from the Nazis in Scandinavia. In it, the gods come to earth in search of
enough good people to justify their existence. They find Shen Teh, a goodhearted but penniless prostitute, and make her a gift with which she is able to set
up her own business. But her goodness brings ruin and she has to disguise
herself as a man in order to muster sufficient ruthlessness to survive. The play
was first produced in Zurich in 1943, but it was not performed in Germany until
1952. This translation by John Willett includes Brecht's own notes and relevant
texts as well as an extensive editorial commentary by John Willett and Ralph
Manheim on the genesis of the play"--Back cover.
The historic lakeside village of Cazenovia in the scenic Finger Lakes region is
one of the jewels of Central New York, and yet very few books have told its story.
Cazenovia is a town founded by wealthy men, and much of what has been
written about it has focused on the elite and the grand lakeshore mansions in
which they lived. In contrast, Barnes and Emerson’s new book chronicles the
story of everyday Cazenovia: the fascinating people, places, and history of this
225-year-old community. The Bear Tree and Other Stories from Cazenovia’s
History explores the unheralded, inaccurately told, and long-forgotten tales of the
town. Readers will encounter historical characters such as elephant and lion
tamer Lucia Zora Card, "The Bravest Woman in the World"; educator Susan
Blow, "The Mother of American Kindergarten"; and World War I soldier Cecil
Donovan, whose letters home vividly depicted the experience of war for those
awaiting his return in Cazenovia.
Jane Austen is the world’s bestselling novelist – 200 years after her death. We
seem to have a never-ending appetite for the swooning of Sense & Sensibility;
smouldering passion of Pride & Prejudice – resulting in a near constant supply of
film adaptations and spin-off books. The fan market for Austen – the Austenites is huge and international. Her novels are about to celebrate their bicentennials
(Sense & Sensibility 2011). 30,000 visitors each year to Chawton, Hamspshire
and Jane Austen Centre, Bath. This book will reveal the real Jane: bitchy,
gossipy, badly behaved at times as well as show the side we all love: the writer,
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sister, true romantic.
A seductive, unclassifiable blend of autobiography and fiction set in Reno, from
the preeminent Basque author Nine months as a writer in residence can prove
unnerving for anyone. For Bernardo Atxaga, newly arrived with his wife and two
daughters, research at the Center for Basque Studies in Reno, Nevada, is
anything but straightforward. The neon lights and harsh, windswept desert
appear full of ominous signs: A raccoon that watches the house at night, eyes
glowing. A series of sexual assaults on campus by an unknown assailant. A
spider scuttling endlessly in a glass jar kept by a colleague. And the kidnapping
and murder of a young college girl in the house next door. Fragments of the
Basque diaspora appear everywhere: A photo of the heavyweight boxer Paulino
Uzcudun, who fought Max Baer in the 1930s. The funeral of a Basque
sheepherder. Daily life also turns up some unusual characters—a university friend
suspected of involvement in the assaults on campus, a friend who takes Atxaga
for long drives in the desert where The Misfits was filmed, and cowboys at a TexMex joint. Nevada Days, told in a series of diary-like entries, mixes a
constellation of lively incidents in Reno with memories from Atxaga’s childhood.
The routines of everyday life are the only way to resolve the deep wounds of
history and relationships, however fleeting or enduring. Trapped in the deeply
alien landscape of Nevada, Atxaga weaves together past and present to see the
West from a refreshing, if also ominous and unsettling, vantage.
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